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The New Nation 1789-1800 
APUSH Guide for American Pageant chapter 10 & AMSCO chapter 6 (2

nd
 half) 

 

Directions Print document and take notes in the spaces provided.  Read through the guide before you begin  

reading the chapter. This step will help you focus on the most significant ideas and information 

  as you read.  

 

AMSCO: begin on page 102 
Pageant: begin on page 190 

 
Anti-Federalist Victory! 
Briefly identify each of the Amendments in the  
Bill of Rights, and then answer the question that follows. 

The Bill  
of Rights 

 

1st 
Amendment 

 

2nd 
Amendment 

 

3rd 
Amendment 

 

4th 
Amendment 

 

5th 
Amendment 

 

6th 
Amendment 

 

7th 
Amendment 

 

8th 
Amendment 

 

9th 
Amendment 

 

10th 
Amendment 

 

What does the Bill of Rights reveal about the spirit of  
compromise among our Founders? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why is the 10th Amendment so important? 

 
 
 
 
 

The anti-federalists objected to the constitution. They thought that the Constitution was 

drawn up on aristocratic elements and that it was anti-democratic. Most anti-federalists 

were poor farmers who believed in states’ rights and feared the creation of a strong 

government. They refused to sign unless a Bill of Rights were added, and especially 

cherished the 10th amendment. 



Federalist Victory!  
 
George Washington … what were his first moves as the first President? 
 
 
 
 
How did G.W. organize the executive? 
 
 
 
 
 
The Judicial Branch? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Federalist Victory continued… 
 
Alexander Hamilton… first Secretary of the Treasury 

A major problem facing the first federal government was how to deal with the financial chaos created by the American 

Revolution. States had huge war debts. There was runaway inflation. Almost all areas of the economy looked dismal throughout 

the 1780s. Economic hard times were a major factor creating the sense of crisis that produced the stronger central government 

under the new Constitution.  

How did Hamilton lead the new nation under the Constitution economically? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anti-Federalist counter… 
Thomas Jefferson… first Secretary of State… how did T.J. respond to Hamilton’s Plan? 
 
 
 
How did whiskey distillers in Pennsylvania respond, and how does their response illustrate the 
division between federalists and antifederalists? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

One of only a few pictured on our 

currency who was not a president. 

Who else is fits this description? 

 

Why is he known as the Father of 

the National Debt? 

No Fair! A.H. gets the 10$ 

and I get the 2$? Well at 

least I get the nickel. 



Compare Shays Rebellion to the Whiskey Rebellion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Washington… Foreign Affairs 
Identify and explain the significance of the following items. Consider what each reveals about the young nation, its goals, its politics. 
 

Definition-Identification Significance-Analysis 
 
The French Revolution, 1789-1799 
What began as a revolution against absolute monarchy evolved into a 
“mobocracy” and “reign of terror” ending in France becoming an 
aggressive republic (attacking Austria)… Then, in 1804 Napoleon took 
the lead as emperor and the aggression continued. 

 

 
Proclamation of Neutrality, 1793 
George Washington’s attempt at keeping the U.S. out of foreign affairs.  
This proclamation was directed at the conflict between France and 
England.  Washington hoped that the U.S. would stay neutral in foreign 
conflicts forever, but that hope vanished immediately following the 
inauguration of John Adams 

 

 
“Citizen” Genet 
a thirty-year-old representative of France who came to believe that the 
Neutrality Proclamation did not reflect the true wishes of the American 
people began to recruit armies to invade Spanish-Florida, Louisiana, and 
British-Canada 

 

 
Jay’s Treaty, 1794 
Washington was desperately trying to avert War and in return sent Chief 
Justice, John Jay over to Britain to write up a treaty. This was regrettable 
because of the fact that Jay was a Federalist and the Jeffersonians 
thought he would sell out their country. They were also upset by the fact 
that Jay routinely kissed the Queen’s hand when he arrived. Jay’s Treaty 
was then wrote up and consisted of Britain evacuating chain posts in the 
U.S. and Britain paying for the damages done to U.S. ships. However, it 
didn’t promise anything about future attacks or providing arms to Indians. 

 

 
Pinckney’s Treaty, 1795 
made with Spain in 1795 and consisted of granting the U.S. free 
navigation of the Mississippi and Northern Florida. This was a positive 
effect  of Jay’s Treaty… the Spanish feared a British-American alliance 
so started playing nice. 

 

 



Washington… Domestic Affairs 
Identify and explain the significance of the following items. Consider what each reveals about the young nation, its goals, its politics. 

 
Definition-Identification Significance-Analysis 

Ohio Valley & the Battle of Fallen Timbers, 1794 
Fighting over the Northwest Territory continued after the Treaty of 1783 
ended the Revolutionary War… this battle was the final battle of the 
Northwest Indian War, a struggle between American Indian tribes and 
the United States for control of the Northwest Territory (an area bounded 
on the south by the Ohio River, on the west by the Mississippi River, and 
on the northeast by the Great Lakes). The battle, which was a decisive 
victory for the United States, ended major hostilities in the region until 
Tecumseh's War and the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811. 

 

Treaty of Greenville 
involved the Miami Confederacy giving up vast tracts of the Old 
Northwest to the US for $20,000 initially and $9,000 annually thereafter, 
hunting grounds, and the right to be recognized as a sovereign nation. It 
was signed after the Battle of Fallen Timbers. 

 

Whiskey Rebellion 
distillers in southwest Pennsylvania objected to the whiskey excise tax, 
tarring and feathering revenue collectors. Washington summoned 
several state militias—about 13,000 troops all told—and ended the 
rebellion. The leaders of the rebellion were pardoned and only three 
rebels were killed. 

 

 
Public Land Act, 1796 
After victory at the Battle of Fallen Timbers, this act established 
procedures for dividing and selling federal lands in the Ohio Valley. 

 

 
FIRST TWO-PARTY SYSTEM 

Federalists v. Republicans, 1780s - 1801 

Federalists Republicans 

1. Favored strong central government.  
2. "Loose" interpretation of the Constitution.  
3. Encouragement of commerce and manufacturing.  
4. Strongest in Northeast.  
5. Favored close ties with Britain.  
6. Emphasized order and stability.  

1. Emphasized states' rights.  
2. "Strict" interpretation of the Constitution.  
3. Preference for agriculture and rural life.  
4. Strength in South and West.  
5. Foreign policy sympathized with France.  
6. Stressed civil liberties and trust in the people  

[In practice, these generalizations were often blurred and sometimes contradicted.] 

 
What caused the emergence of the first two political parties? 
 
 
 
 
Why were some Founders fearful of them? 
 
 
 
 
 
What is significant about the French Revolution and the evolving American politics? 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwest_Territory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohio_River


George Washington’s FAREWELL ADDRESS (Excerpts) 

Drafted by George Washington with input from Alexander Hamilton 
Highlight the main ideas & summarize his main message/advice. 

 
To the People of the United States. September 17th, 1796 
...... 
31 Observe good faith and justice towards all Nations; cultivate peace and harmony with all. Religion and Morality enjoin 
this conduct; and can it be,that good policy does not equally enjoin it? It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and, at no 
distant period, a great Nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a people always guided by 
an exalted justice and benevolence. Who can doubt, that, in the course of time and things, the fruits of such a plan would 
richly repay any temporary advantages, which might be lost by a steady adherence to it ? Can it be, that Providence has 
not connected the permanent felicity of a Nation with its Virtue? The experiment, at least, is recommended by every 
sentiment which ennobles human nature. Alas! Is it rendered impossible by its vices ? 

32 In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential, than that permanent, inveterate antipathies against 
particular Nations, and passionate attachments for others, should be excluded; and that, in place of them, just and 
amicable feelings towards all should be cultivated. The Nation, which indulges towards another an habitual hatred, or an 
habitual fondness, is in some degree a slave. It is a slave to its animosity or to its affection, either  which is sufficient to 
lead it astray from its duty and its interest. Antipathy in one nation against another disposes each more readily to offer 
insult and injury, to lay hold of slight causes of umbrage, and to be haughty and intractable, when accidental or trifling 
occasions of dispute occur. Hence frequent collisions, obstinate, envenomed, and bloody contests. The Nation, prompted 
by ill-will and resentment, sometimes impels to war the Government, contrary to the best calculations of policy. The 
Government sometimes participates in the national propensity, and adopts through passion what reason would reject; at 
other times, it makes the animosity of the nation subservient  projects of hostility instigated by pride, ambition, and other 
sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often, sometimes perhaps the liberty, of Nations has been the victim. 

33 So likewise, a passionate attachment of one Nation for another produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for the favorite 
Nation, facilitating the illusion of an imaginary common interest, in cases where no real common interest exists, and 
infusing into one the enmities of the other, betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels and wars of the latter, 
without adequate inducement or justification. It leads also to concessions to the favorite Nation of privileges denied to 
others, which is apt doubly to injure the Nation making the concessions; by unnecessarily parting with what ought to have 
been retained; and by exciting jealousy, ill-will, and a disposition to retaliate, in the parties from whom equal privileges 
are withheld. And it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens, (who devote themselves to the favorite nation,) 
facility to betray or sacrifice the interests of their own country, without odium, sometimes even with popularity; gilding, 
with the appearances of a virtuous sense of obligation, a commendable deference for public opinion, or a laudable zeal 
for public good, the base or foolish compliances of ambition, corruption, or infatuation. 

34 As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, such attachments are particularly alarming to the truly 
enlightened and independent Patriot. How many opportunities do they afford to tamper with domestic factions, to practice 
the arts of seduction, to mislead public opinion, to influence or awe the Public Councils! Such an attachment of a small or 
weak, towards a great and powerful nation, dooms the former to be the satellite of the latter.  

35 Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens,) the jealousy of a free 
people ought to be constantly awake; since history and experience prove, that foreign influence Is one of the most 
baneful foes of Republican Government. But that jealousy, to be useful, must be impartial; else it becomes the instrument 
of the very influence to be avoided, instead of a defense against it. Excessive partiality for one foreign nation, and 
excessive dislike of another, cause those whom they actuate to see danger only on one side, and serve to veil and even 
second the arts of influence on the other. Real patriots, who may resist the intrigues of the favorite, are liable to become 
suspected and odious; while its tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of the people, to surrender their 
interests. 

36 The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign nations, is, in extending our commercial relations, to have with 
them as little political connexion as possible. So far as we have already formed engagements, let them be fulfilled with 
perfect good faith. Here let us stop. 

37 Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us have none, or a very remote relation. Hence she must be engaged 
in frequent controversies, the causes of which are essentially foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be 
unwise in us to implicate ourselves, by artificial ties, in the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordinary 
combinations and collisions of her friendships or enmities. 

38 Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us to pursue a different course. If we remain one people, under 
an efficient government, the period is not far off, when we may defy material injury from external annoyance; when we 
may take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality, we may at any time resolve upon, to be scrupulously respected; 
when belligerent nations, under the impossibility of making acquisitions upon us, will not lightly hazard the giving us 
provocation; when we may choose peace or war, as our interest, guided by justice, shall counsel. 

Main Ideas: 



39 Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation? Why quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by 
interweaving our destiny with that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of European 
ambition, rivalship, interest, humor, or caprice? 

40 It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world; so far, I mean, as we are 
now at liberty to do it; for let me not be understood as capable of patronizing infidelity to existing engagements. I hold the 
maxim no less applicable to public than to private affairs, that honesty is always the best policy. I repeat it, therefore, let 
those engagements be observed in their genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessary and would be unwise to 
extend them. 

41 Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suitable establishments, on a respectable defensive posture, we may safely 
trust to temporary alliances for extraordinary emergencies. 

42 Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations, are recommended by policy, humanity, and interest. But even our 
commercial policy should hold an equal and impartial hand; neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors or preferences; 
consulting the natural course of things; diffusing and diversifying by gentle means the streams of commerce, but forcing 
nothing; establishing, with powers so disposed, in order to give trade a stable course, to define the rights of our 
merchants, and to enable the government to support them, conventional rules of intercourse, the best that present 
circumstances and mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, and liable to be from time to time abandoned or varied, as 
experience and circumstances shall dictate; constantly keeping in view, that it is folly in one nation to look for 
disinterested favors from another; that it must pay with a portion of its independence for whatever it may accept under 
that character; that, by such acceptance, it may place itself in the condition of having given equivalents for nominal 
favors, and yet of being reproached with ingratitude for not giving more. There can be no greater error than to expect or 
calculate upon real favors from nation to nation. It is an illusion, which experience must cure, which a just pride ought to 
discard. 

 
DYK… In 1862, as a morale-boosting gesture during the darkest days of the Civil War, citizens of Philadelphia petitioned Congress to commemorate the 

forthcoming 130th anniversary of Washington's birth by reading aloud  his Farewell Address at a joint meeting of both houses. Today (ever since 1862), it is read 
each year. At the conclusion of each reading, the appointed senator inscribes his or her name and brief remarks in a black, leather-bound book maintained by the 
Secretary of the Senate. His address is seen by many as one of the most significant speeches/documents/moments in American history.  

Do you agree with that assessment? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
John Adams – 2nd President of the United States 

Election of 1796 

Political Party Federalists Democratic-Republican 

Candidate John Adams Thomas Jefferson 

From Massachusetts Virginia 

Electoral Votes 71 68 

Outcome President Vice-President 

 
Because electors couldn't distinguish between their presidential and vice presidential choices until the passage of 
the Twelfth Amendment, the map above assumes that the presidential votes are exactly the votes for 
Adams or Jefferson. This leads to an anomaly: Maryland is listed as having cast 7 Federalist votes and 4 
Democratic-Republican votes when Maryland had only 10 electors. One elector had run unopposed from his 
district, having pledged to vote for both Adams and Jefferson. 

 
Identify three reasons this election is historically significant: 
 1. 
 
 2. 
 
 3. 
 

 

Main Ideas: 



John Adams Foreign Policies 
Identify and explain the significance of the following items. Consider what each reveals about the young nation, its goals, its politics. 

 
Definition-Identification Significance-Analysis 

XYZ Affair 
After Jay’s Treaty was written up the French were very upset by the fact 
that the U.S. was becoming allied with Britain, France’s foe. In retaliation 
France attacked many of American merchant ships and then… when 
American diplomats travelled to France to talk… wanted to be paid a 
bribe and an “unneutral loan” in return for the American’s wrong-doing. 
This was known as the X, Y, Z Affair. The diplomats came home without 
paying the bribe. 

 

Continued Neutrality (started by G.W.) 
Despite much public support for war (supporting the French in their 
Revolution) or against France (they were seizing American ships and 
privateers, Adams tried to continue the be neutral. 

 

U.S. Navy 
Adams is sometimes called the “Father of the Navy” because he 
strengthened it considerably as it was evident that America was too 
weak to prevent foreign bullying. He also strengthened the army. 

 

Quasi-War, 1798-1800 
an undeclared war fought mostly at sea between the United States and 
the French Republic from 1798 to 1800. In the United States, the conflict 
was sometimes also referred to as the Undeclared War With France, 
the Pirate Wars, or the Half-War. 

 

Convention of 1800 
a treaty signed in Paris to annul the “marriage” between the U.S. and 
France. Also, in return the U.S. had to pay Alimony to the damages of 
American Shippers.  

 

 
John Adams Domestic Policies 
Identify and explain the significance of the following items. Consider what each reveals about the young nation, its goals, its politics. 

 
Definition-Identification Significance-Analysis 

 
Naturalization Act 
New law stating immigrants had to be residents for 14 years instead of 5 
before they became citizens 
 

 

 
Alien Acts 
New law giving  the president power to detain or deport foreigners at 
time of war.  
 

 

Sedition Act 
New law stating that anyone who impeded the policies of the 
government or falsely defamed the officials, including the president, 
would be liable to a heavy fine and imprisonment. (basically making it 
illegal to publically criticize the president) 

 

 

How did Thomas Jefferson and James 
Madison respond to the Alien & 
Sedition Acts? 

 
Definition-Identification 

 
Outcome & Significance 

 
 
Virginia & Kentucky Resolutions 
 
 

Virginia (Madison) and Kentucky (Jefferson) 
Resolutions were drafts written up by Madison 
and Jefferson that were presented to the 
Virginian and Kentucky legislatures. They were 
attempts to nullify the Alien and Sedition Acts. 
They saw them as unconstitutional.  

 



 

The Election of 1800…aka The Revolution of 1800 
Thomas Jefferson – 3rd President of the United States 
 

Election of 1800 

Political Party Federalists Democratic-Republican 

Candidate John Adams Thomas Jefferson 

From Massachusetts Virginia 

Electoral Votes 65 73 

 
Outcome 

Lost 
& bitter 

President with Aaron Burr 
as Vice President 

 
Why was this election and inauguration of  
Thomas Jefferson coined a “Revolution?” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
America in 1800 

 

Aaron Burr and Thomas Jefferson received 

identical electoral votes, so the election 

was sent to the House of Representatives, 

which selected T.J. To solve the problem 

revealed by this, the 12th Amendment was 

passed in 1804. 

Summarize the changes and conflicts from 

1789-1800: 


