
Fort Sumter: The Civil War Begins 
An 1800s depiction of the attack on Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina. 

 



After Union troops refused to evacuate Fort Sumter, today a national 
monument, Confederates opened fire. 

 



Fort Sumter lies in Charleston Harbor and is surrounded by Fort 
Moultrie and Fort Johnson. 
 



In South Carolina, secessionist sentiment reached a fever pitch in 1860; on 
December 20, delegates, whose supporters rallied in Charleston the previous month, 
voted to leave the Union.  

The secessionist sentiment was led by Gov. Francis Pickens. 

 



Shown here are African-Americans living in bondage, c. 1861, possibly in Virginia. "The heart 
and soul of the secession argument was slavery and race," says historian Emory Thomas. 
 



 

AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the union between the State of 

South Carolina and other States united with her under the 

compact entitled "The Constitution of the United States of 

America."  

 

We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in convention 

assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared 

and ordained, That the ordinance adopted by us in 

convention on the twenty-third day of May, in the year of our 

Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, whereby 

the Constitution of the United States of America was ratified, 

and also all acts and parts of acts of the General Assembly of 

this State ratifying amendments of the said Constitution, are 

hereby repealed; and that the union now subsisting between 

South Carolina and other States, under the name of the 

"United States of America," is hereby dissolved.  

Done at Charleston the twentieth day of December, in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty.  
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Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederacy,  

approved the orders to fire on Fort Sumter. 

Brig. Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard 

gave the order to bombard Fort Sumter. 
 

 Jefferson Davis 

P.T. Beauregard 



On April 12, Southern gunners, firing from Fort Moultrie, bombarded Fort Sumter. Charleston 
residents rushed onto rooftops and balconies to witness what the Charleston Mercury 
described as a "Splendid Pyrotechnic Exhibition." 
 



Although Confederates fired some 3,000 cannonballs at Union soldiers on Sumter, there 
were no battle casualties on either side.  
 
Pictured is what the gun batteries at Fort Sumter look like today. 
 



Maj. Robert Anderson, who took his orders directly from President Lincoln, marveled at the 
nearly miraculous absence of bloodshed. 
 
In reaction to the absence of bloodshed, President Lincoln declared, "There has been a 
higher power over us." 
 
 


