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Skill 9: Synthesis     

Historical thinking involves the ability to develop meaningful and persuasive new understandings of the past by applying all of the other historical thinking skills, by 

drawing appropriately on ideas and methods from different fields of inquiry or disciplines, and by creatively fusing disparate, relevant, and sometimes contradictory 

evidence from primary sources and secondary works. Additionally, synthesis may involve applying insights about the past to other historical contexts or circumstances, 

including the present.  

Proficient students should be able to …  

 Combine disparate, sometimes contradictory evidence from primary sources and secondary works in order to create a persuasive understanding of the past.  

 Apply insights about the past to other historical contexts or circumstances, including the present.  

 

 

Directions: 

Read the following two sources, and then write your answers to the SAQ that follow on a separate sheet of paper. Make sure to write in complete sentences, ensure your answers 

can stand alone, and include at least one piece of historical evidence in each answer that cannot be found in the documents. 

 

 

Source: Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1937, “Quarantine Speech” 
I am compelled and you are compelled, nevertheless, to look ahead. The peace, the freedom and the security of ninety percent of the population of the world is being jeopardized by 
the remaining ten percent. who are threatening a breakdown of all international order and law. Surely the ninety percent who want to live in peace under law and in accordance with 
moral standards that have received almost universal acceptance through the centuries, can and must find some way to make their will prevail… When an epidemic of physical 
disease starts to spread, the community approves and joins in a quarantine of the patients in order to protect the health of the community against the spread of the disease… We 
are adopting such measures as will minimize our risk of involvement, but we cannot have complete protection in a world of disorder in which confidence and security have broken 
down. 
 
 
Source: Charles Lindberg, America First Committee Speech, 1941 
We are now on the verge of war for which we are still unprepared, and for which no one has offered a feasible plan for victory—a war which cannot be won without sending our 
soldiers across the ocean to force a landing on a hostile coast against armies stronger than our own. We are on the verge of war, but it is not too late to stay out.  It is not too late to 
show that no amount of money [economic incentive], or propaganda [Britain and Jews trying to pull America into the war], or patronage can force a free and independent people into 
war against its will. It is not yet too late to retrieve and to maintain the independent American destiny that our forefathers established in this world.  The entire future rests upon our 
shoulders. It depends upon our action, our courage, and our intelligence. If you oppose our intervention in the war, now is the time to make your voice heard. 
 

 
 

Using the excerpts above, answer (a), (b), and (c). 

a) Briefly explain ONE major difference between these two viewpoints on intervention in WWII. [remember to go beyond the obvious!]. 

b) Briefly explain how ONE specific event, development, or circumstance in the period 1898-1940 could be used to support the first view. 

c) Briefly explain how ONE specific event, development, or circumstance in the period 1898-1940 could be used to support the second view. 

 


