
Reconstruction 

Post Civil War United States 



13th Amendment 

Approved by Congress during war – Jan 1865 

Prohibited slavery throughout the US 

Did what the Emancipation Proclamation had not 

done 

Needed to be ratified by the states 



Conflicting views on the relationship 

of the Southern States to the Union? 

Views during the War 

North said States had no right to secede 

South believed the states had a right to secede 

Congressional view after the war 

Since states had seceded needed to apply to be 
readmitted to the union 
 Had to petition Congress as set up in Northwest Ordinance 

Presidential View 

Never really left the union so could be readmitted by 
executive order 



Who would be  in charge of Reconstruction? 

How does war and the end of war affect the 

branches of government? 

During war the executive always becomes 

stronger because of the types of decisions that 

have to be made.   

After war, the legislative branch likes to reassert 

itself. 



President Lincoln’s “10% Plan” 

Wanted to readmit states as soon as possible 

10% of the voters from the 1860 presidential 

election had to 

Swear an oath of allegiance to the US 

Pledge to abide by emancipation 

Offered a general amnesty to all but high ranking 

officers 

Only LA, AK, TN took advantage of this plan 



Congress’ Plan: Wade-Davis Bill 

Stricter than Lincoln’s plan 

Congress did not want to restore the southern 

planter aristocracy to power  

Declared that 50% of voters had to take an oath of 

allegiance in order to be readmitted to the Union 

Wanted stronger safeguards for emancipation 

Lincoln pocket vetoed this bill 

Later congressional plan included 14th 

amendment 



Moderates vs. Radicals 

Moderates: restore the seceded states to the 

union as quickly as possible 

Radicals: punish the slave owners and 

secessionists and protect the emancipated 

slaves 



Andrew Johnson 

Lincoln had chosen him as VP because he was 

from Tennessee and was a Democrat 

Hated the wealthy, southern landowners 

Empathetic with poor, white farmers 

No real empathy for former slaves 

No one sure which stance he would take 

Supported and then adopted Lincoln’s 10% plan 

 



Johnson’s Initiative 

Johnson liked being in a position to pardon the 

former southern aristocracy that he disliked 

When they asked for pardons, he granted them. 

As President appointed provisional governors 

Conditions to rejoin the Union 

Repudiate (refuse to pay) the confederate debt 

 Meant that the North would not pay the Southern debt 

Ratify the 13th amendment – abolish slavery 

Few leaders served time in prison 

 



Southern Debt 

Why was there debt? 

South had borrowed money to run the war 
 Southerners bought bonds that were no worthless 

 Southerners had mortgaged their lands to give money to 
the new gov’t 

Confederate government owed all that money 
 All were in agreement that the debt had to be repaid 

Think back to after the revolution; Alex Hamilton said 
the federal gov’t should assume the debts of the states 
 That would not happen this time 



Why it didn’t work! 

New southern legislatures restored slavery except 

in name – wrote Black Codes 

Former confederate leaders sent to Congress 

Republican majority rejected the southern delegations 

Freedmen’s Bureau established March 1865 

Provide emergency aid to former slaves 

Congress voted to extend its life 

Congress also proposed a Civil Rights Bill to 

guarantee rights to all persons born in US 

 Would nullify state laws which deprived these rights 



Enfranchisement: Should freed 

slaves be given the right to vote? 

Traditionally states determined who was eligible 
to vote 

3/5 Compromise: no longer valid; former slaves 
now counted as part of the population 

This could mean that the South would dominate the 
House of Representatives 

Northerners said that a person would only count if 
they were allowed to vote 
 Many Northerners did not want Blacks voted in the north 

 Double standard 



Land for freed slaves??? 
Many slaves believed that they had been promised 
40 acres and a mule 

General Sherman had given them land in the coastal 
areas of GA and SC 

Where would the land come from? 

Confiscated from treasonous persons 

Confiscated to pay the debt 

What about the poor white farmers? 

Johnson’s amnesty meant that pardoned 
Confederates could reclaim their land 

Few former slaves got land 



Congress vs. President 
1865 President vetoed Freedmen’s Bureau Bill 

Congress didn’t have the power to write laws for 
those not represented in Congress 

Not enough votes to override the veto 

Vetoed Civil Rights Bill -Congress overrode veto 

Congress wrote 14th Amendment 

Stated that all persons born in US citizens 

Johnson urged states not to ratify 

Continued on next slide 

 



Johnson actively campaigned for presidency – 

unheard of  

1866 election Republicans 3:1 majority in Congress 

Obvious that the people behind Congress not Johnson 

Led by Radical Charles Sumner of MA and Thaddeus 

Stevens of PA (wanted plantations broken up and land 

given to former slaves – many said going too far) 

Saw reconstruction as chance to remake the South 



14th Amendment: 1866/1868 
Defined American citizenship 

Anyone born or naturalized in US 

 Included Blacks (reversal of Dred Scott) 

No citizen could be deprived of life, liberty or property 

If a state denied someone right to vote, its 

representation was reduced proportionally 

Left it to states to decide who could vote 

Confederate leaders could not hold office until pardoned 

by a 2/3 vote of Congress 

Fed gov’t repudiated (refused to pay) Confederate debt 



Reconstruction Acts 
1867 divided Confederacy into 5 military districts 

Didn’t include TN - had ratified 14th Amendment 

Major general in charge to protect civil rights of all 
persons, maintain order and administer justice. 

Mil rule would end when wrote state constitutions 
 guaranteeing Blacks the right to vote 

 Disenfranchising major former confederates 

 Ratified 14th amendment 

 Would also mean Congress would accept their representatives 

Took until 1870 for all states to comply 

Johnson vetoed – Congress overrode 
 



Congress reasserted its power 

Increased power of congress over the army, 

amendment process, and over the cabinet and 

presidential appointments 

Reduced the size of Supreme Ct and its 

jurisdiction over civil rights cases 

 



Tenure of Office Act 1867 

President could not remove officials without Senate 

approval if appointment had required Senate 

approval – knew President disliked Stanton 

1868 Johnson tried to remove Sec. Of War Stanton 

who agreed with the radicals on reconstruction 

House wrote impeachment charges 

Lawyers said Johnson testing the constitutionality of law 

 Stanton had been appointed by Lincoln not Johnson 

HOR introduced articles of impeachment 

Senate failed to impeach president by 1 vote 



Grant President 1868 

Electoral college not close 214 to 80 but popular 

vote very close 3m to 2.7m 

Helped by the 450,000 newly enfranchised black 

voters in the South 

Won Indiana by about 10,000 votes and lost NY by the 

same amount 

 Republicans realized Grant would have won without any 

trouble if northern Blacks had voted 

 



15th Amendment – adopted 1870 

Could not deny anyone the right to vote “on 
account of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude.” 

Ratified quickly in New England and by southern 
states which were still under federal pressure 

Connecticut, NY, PA battles to ratify 

Easily subverted in the South 

Feminists angered because they were not included 
had been major part of Abolitionist movement  

Split women’s movement Stanton and Anthony against 
amendment, Lucy Stone and Julia Howe supported it. 



Who ruled in the South? 
By 1871 all states readmitted to Union 

A few black officeholders in the South 

Only in South Carolina did they make up the majority in 
the legislature 

Scalawags: southern whites who were willing to 
cooperate with the Republicans 

Some had been against secession and slavery 

Some as a chance to gain power 

Carpetbaggers: Northerners who went South 

Some idealists wanted to help freed slaves 

Some went to make money 



Southern Economy and Government 
South devastated by war needed to rebuild 

Meant high costs and corruption 

Built roads without federal money 

Taxes based on real estate and personal wealth 

Corruption high 

New state constitutions 

Eliminated property qualifications to vote 

More offices were elected rather than appointed 

Got rid of Black Codes 

Expanded rights of married women 

Social programs for humane prisons and asylums 

 

 



What happened to former slaves? 

Most became farmers 

Didn’t own land so became sharecroppers 

 Gave Blacks day to day control of life 

 Had to give ½ to 2/3 crops to land owners 

Crop-lien system developed 

 Not enough capital - Borrowed on future crops 

 Told what to grow 

 Paid higher prices when bought on credit 

New African American versions of Southern Baptist and 

Southern Methodist Churches 

Provided schools, social centers and public meeting halls 



Anti-Black Activities 
Ku Klux Klan and other terrorist groups (1866) 

First intimidation then force against opponents 

Gov’t responded with Ku Klux Klan Act 1871 
 Authorized president to use federal prosecutions to stop 

conspiracies 

 Broke up Klan by 1872 

1874 Mississippi Red Shirts  

Open intimidation and violence against Blacks 

Whites in the North and South wanted the War and 
the Occupation over; didn’t want to deal with the 
problems anymore 

 



Political Scandals - attention away from the South 

Grant’s administration plagued with corruption and 
scandal 

Grant protected friends thereby hurting his own image 

Whiskey Ring – Grant’s private secretary cost gov’t 
millions in tax revenues 

Sec of War Belknap embezzled money (found out after 
Grant’s term) 

Many left the Republican party for the Liberal 
Republicans 

Republicans lost their clout to pursue 
Reconstruction 



Election of 1876 and Compromise of 1877: 

Tilden v. Hayes (Republican) 
Arguments over validity of ballots 

Both sides corrupt 

Compromise decided that Hayes would be 

President 

Recalled last troops from S. Carolina and Louisiana 

Tried to create an alliance between former Southern 

Whigs and northern Republicans – didn’t work 

ENDED RECONSTRUCTION 

 


