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What caused America to go to war with itself? 

the most common answers are…

Slavery

Failure of compromise

The battle between states’ rights

and federal authority

Other answers include… blaming the invention of the cotton gin and economic dependence on 

slavery for the south… or individual people’s actions to bring the issue of slavery to the forefront of 

politics … or events that sparked conflict

William Lloyd Garrison Missouri Compromise

Frederick Douglass Compromise Tariff

Harriet Tubman Mexican War

Harriet Beecher Stowe Compromise of 1850

John Brown Kansas-Nebraska Act

Dred Scott Bleeding Kansas

Sumner-Brooks Republican Party

Abraham Lincoln



“In thinking of America, I sometimes find myself 

admiring her bright blue sky-her grand old woods-

her fertile fields-her beautiful rivers-her mighty 

lakes and star-crowned mountains. But my rapture 

is soon checked when I remember that all is cursed 

with the infernal spirit of slave-holding and wrong; 

When I remember that with the waters of her 

noblest rivers, the tears of my brethren are borne 

to the ocean, disregarded and 

forgotten; That her most fertile 

fields drink daily of the warm 

blood of my outraged sisters, I 

am filled with unutterable loathing.”

Frederick Douglass
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"From whence shall we expect the approach of 

danger? Shall some trans-Atlantic military giant 

step the earth and crush us at a blow? Never. All 

the armies of Europe and Asia...could not by 

force take a drink from the Ohio River or make a 

track on the Blue Ridge in the trial of a thousand 

years. No, if destruction be our lot we must 

ourselves be its author and finisher. 

As a nation of free men we will

live forever or die by suicide." 

— Abraham Lincoln 
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“Master Lincoln, he's a great man, and I am a poor negro; but 

the negro can tell master Lincoln how to save the money and 

the young men. He can do it by setting the negro free. 

Suppose that was an awful big snake down there, on the floor. 

He bite you. Folks all scared, because you die. You send for a 

doctor to cut the bite; but the snake, he rolled up there, and 

while the doctor doing it, he bite you again. The doctor dug out 

that bite; but while the doctor doing it, the snake, he spring up 

and bite you again; so he keep doing it, till you kill him. That's 

what master Lincoln ought to know.”

Harriet Tubman
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Herman Melville called John 

Brown, “the meteor of the war.”

The Raid on Harper’s Ferry failed 

to create a successful slave revolt 

and emancipation, but it was a 

spark (1859) that fueled tensions 

and war. 

On the day of his death he wrote 

"I, John Brown, am now quite certain 

that the crimes of this guilty land will 

never be purged away but with blood. I 

had, as I now think, vainly flattered 

myself that without very much 

bloodshed it might be done."



First, Second, 

and Third Official 

Confederate Flags



Abraham Lincoln won the 1860 Presidential election with 40% of the vote on 

November 6. Stocks began to fall on Wall Street. Then, South Carolina seceded on 

December 20th… followed by Mississippi on January 9th. Then Florida, Alabama, 

Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas followed. All 7 before Lincoln was sworn in.

After Fort Sumter, 4 more states seceded. 



The flag that flew over Fort Sumter

33 stars, 1861

1861 U.S. Flag, 33 stars

Oregon last to be added, 1859

Later in 1861, 34 stars

Kansas entered the Union and another 

star was added

West Virginia was added in 1863, 

and the Union flag then had 35 stars

Abraham Lincoln said, “I would rather be assassinated 

than see one star removed from the flag.”
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In his first inaugural address, Lincoln said, “I have 

no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the 

institution of slavery in the States where it exists. I 

believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no 

inclination to do so.”

He also stated , “ In your hands, my dissatisfied 

fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is the 

momentous issue of civil war. The Government will 

not assail you. You can have no conflict without 

being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath 

registered in heaven to destroy the Government, 

while I shall have the most solemn one to "preserve, 

protect, and defend it." 34 I am loath to close. We 

are not enemies, but friends. We must not be 

enemies. Though passion may have strained it must 

not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords 

of memory, stretching from every battlefield and 

patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone 

all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of 

the Union, when again touched, as surely they will 

be, by the better angels of our nature.
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Lincoln secured the remaining slave states by:

Declaring martial law in Maryland, sending troops to secure 

Missouri and western Virginia, and repeatedly assuring border 

states that he “was not fighting to free the blacks.”  Loyal slave 

states contributed more than 300,000 troops to the Union army.



Picture taken at Lincoln’s first inauguration 

After swearing to uphold the 

Constitution in his oath of office, 

Lincoln and Congress 

proceeded to act against it in 

the name of war.

1. Issued blockade

2. Increased size of army

3. Advanced $2 million to three 

private citizens for wartime 

production

4. Suspended habeas corpus

5. Ignored Supreme Court

6. Supervised voting in border 

states

7. Suspended some 

newspapers for obstructing 

war efforts

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/Abraham_lincoln_inauguration_1861.jpg


Lincoln established martial law,

Sent troops to occupy Baltimore,

And suspended habeas corpus which 

allowed the imprisonment of 

Confederates without formal charges. 

The mayor of Baltimore and 31 

members of the state legislature were 

arrested. 

The strategy worked… Maryland voted 

to remain in the Union, 53 to 13.



Lincoln reassured Kentuckians that he had “intended to make no attack, 

direct or indirect, upon the institution or property of any State.”  He worked 

with Union troops to thwart Confederate plans to capture the state. Again, 

he was successful and Kentucky remained in the Union.



After Fort Sumter, Virginia seceded and the Confederate capital was moved 

from Montgomery, Alabama to Richmond, Virginia. West Virginia was not a 

slave-holding area and was anti-Confederate from the beginning. It 

successfully broke away and formed its own state in 1863.



Missouri was more difficult to save. Jayhawkers (Union rebels) fought a 

bloody war against Bushwackers (Confederate agitators). Missouri, then, 

fought its own mini civil war in order to determine what side it would take. 

Missouri suffered a lot of damage physically from battle and emotionally 

from neighbors fighting neighbors. This went on for 3 years, and the South 

never claimed this prize. 
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The mini civil war in Missouri continued into 1863 when the Lawrence Massacre 

took place. Over four hours, Bushwhackers pillaged and set fire to the town and 

murdered most of its male population. They burned the city and looted stores. This 

was all done as revenge against anti-slavery Jayhawker actions. Other such battles 

occurred in Kentucky and Tennessee, but no state had the level of internal conflict 

that Missouri did.



The Five Civilized Tribes were 

considered civilized, because they had 

adopted many cultural practices of the 

Americans, including slavery. They 

supported the Confederacy, who took 

over federal payments to the tribes. 

Many natives fought in the war. 

The Plains Indians and others sided with 

the Union. No native group received any 

true honor for their service. Following the 

war, they were further persecuted.
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Following secession, Confederates 

seized federal forts and arsenals. 

Fort Sumter was one of the last to 

fall into Southern control.

Fort Sumter sat in Charleston 

Harbor, South Carolina. Army Major 

Anderson had relocated there after 

abandoning his indefensible fort 

nearby. 

On April 12, 1861, rebels fired on 

the fort. After 34 hours of fire, 

Anderson surrendered. No lives 

were lost,  except for one 

Confederate horse.



Fort Sumter fueled Confederate confidence and motivated four more states to secede. 

It also ignited the passion of the North.  Lincoln called for volunteers to fight, 

“Remember Fort Sumter” and “Save the Union!” replaced the earlier sentiments of 

“Wayward Sisters Depart in Peace.” The war had begun.
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Edmund Ruffin fired the first shot at Fort 

Sumter. He was a well known fire-eater 

and cherished this honor.

After the Confederacy surrendered, he 

committed suicide. In his suicide note, he 

wrote, “I rather be dead than live in a 

country subjugated by the Yankee race". 

This illustrates the hatred between north 

and south that existed before and after the 

war. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Edmund_ruffin.jpg


“…the attack on Fort Sumter 

crystallized the North into a unit, 

and the hope of mankind was 

saved.”

In his collection titled The Conduct 

of Life, he asked:

"The question of the times resolved 

itself into a practical question of the 

conduct of life. How shall I live?"
Emerson was an abolitionist in 

addition to writer during the Civil 

War years.
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“All the past we leave behind in Sumter…”

Walt Whitman, journalist and poet, created poems that 

are boldly American in style and substance. He

idealized American leaders and workmen, chronicled 

Civil War battles, praised 19th Century technology, 

and memorialized Abraham Lincoln. While his 

perspective changed as the nation developed,

Whitman’s poems retained their democratic spirit 

and faith in the American experiment.

During the Civil War Whitman visited soldiers in Washington, D.C., hospitals, ministering 

to their needs and recording the experience in newspaper articles, letters, and poems. 

He was an abolitionist. The poet considered his years with the wounded soldiers the 

defining period of his life.
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