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To the Senate & House of Representatives of the United States, 

 

From The Memorial of the Pennsylvania Society for promoting the Abolition of Slavery, the 

relief of free Negroes unlawfully held in bondage, & the Improvement of the Condition of the 

African Races. 

 

… [society dedicated to] relieving from bondage a large number of their fellow creatures of the 

African race… [and lead to genuine liberty for]. 

 

… mankind is all formed by the same Almighty being, alike objects of his Care & equally 

designed for the Enjoyment of Happiness the Christian Religion teaches us to believe & the 

Political Creed of America fully coincides with the Position. … Securing the blessings of 

liberty to the "People of the United States…" ought rightfully to be administered, without 

distinction of Color, to all descriptions of People… 

 

… equal liberty … is still the Birthright of all men… [this society will] use all justifiable 

endeavors to loosen the bounds of Slavery and promote a general Enjoyment of the blessings of 

Freedom. Under these Impressions they earnestly entreat your serious attention to the Subject of 

Slavery, that you will be pleased to countenance the Restoration of liberty to those unhappy 

Men, who alone, in this land of Freedom, are degraded into perpetual Bondage, and who, 

amidst the general Joy of surrounding Freemen, are groaning in Servile Subjection, that you 

will devise means for removing this Inconsistency from the Character of the American People, 

that you will promote mercy and Justice towards this distressed Race, & that you will Step to 

the very verge of the Powers vested in you for discouraging every Species of Traffic in the 

Persons of our fellow men. 

 

Philadelphia February 3, 1790 

B. Franklin 

President of the Society 
 


