
The Mexican War, 1846-1848, ended with the Treaty of 

Guadalupe Hidalgo… secured Texas and increased the 

size of the  American nation… and shoved the ugly 

slavery conflict right back into American faces… 

creating heated arguments…

USA 1848
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During the war, abolitionists proposed the Wilmot Proviso, which would 

have prohibited slavery in any territory gained from the war with Mexico.  

Southern senators blocked passage and it failed. Politics began to shake 

and split… along north/south lines. The once diverse Whig and Democrat 

parties began to change as sectionalism burned hotter.



From 1836-1845, Texas was an 

independent nation… blocked 

from statehood due to fears 

another slave state would 

upset the balance of power 

and corrupt the general chill 

of the country. 

In 1845, Texas and Florida 

both entered the Union as 

slave states.  Iowa in 1846 and 

Wisconsin in 1848 brought the 

balance back with 15 slave 

states and 15 free.
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California 

became a free 

state in 1850



Politicians worked to 

compromise their way 

out of conflict… 

but this was increasing 

difficult with northern 

abolition movements 

demanding the end of 

slavery along with 

southern fire-eaters 

eager for secession.



Zachary Taylor                     Lewis Cass                     Martin Van Buren

Whig Democrat           Free-Soil 

War Hero / Slave Owner            Father of Popular Sovereignty        Against Expansion of Slavery

Van Buren won few votes, but the roots of the Republican party are found in this effort. 
Taylor tried to keep the lid on slavery by ignoring it… Cass by supporting popular sovereignty. 
Taylor won, thanks to Van Buren’s votes in NY which turned the victory from Cass.
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GOLD! 

At Sutter’s Mill, 1848
John A. Sutter

California Gold Rush, 1849
James W. 

Marshall 

discovered 

gold in 

California
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California Gold Rush, 1849

49er’s



In 1846, a group of settlers took 

control of California and declared its 

independence from Mexico. 

California was never officially its own 

country, but it did illustrate American 

“destiny” to have California.

In 1848, there were 15 free and 

15 slave states. With the gold 

rush and California’s new 

constitution… it applied for 

statehood. Adding another free 

state worried the south.
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Texas threatening to 

secure its land claims 

by force…

California threatening 

to disrupt balance of 

power…

Abolitionists 

demanding no 

slave trade in D.C…

Harriet 

Tubman and 

the 

Underground 

Railroad were 

helping  

slaves escape 

to Canada… 

and slave-

owners 

demanded 

tougher 

Fugitive Slave 

Laws…

Fire Eaters 

like  Edmund 

Ruffin 

threatened to 

secede… 
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Henry Clay addressing the U.S. Senate, Daniel 

Webster is seated to the left of Clay, John C. 

Calhoun is to the left of the Speaker's chair
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…I wish to speak to-day, not as a 

Massachusetts man, nor as a Northern man, 

but as an American, and a member of the 

Senate of the United States…
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Concessions to the North Concessions to the South      

1. California admitted as a free state 1. The remainder of the Mexican 

Cession formed into 

2. Territory disputed by Texas and New the territories of New Mexico & 

Mexico surrendered to NM. Utah, without restriction to 

slavery, and open to popular 

3. Abolition of the slave trade in DC sovereignty

2. Texas receives $10 million as 

compensation

3.   A more stringent Fugitive 

Slave Law of 1850 is 

passed. 

The sectional sides were temporarily 

appeased…  but still upset. The North 

responded angrily toward the new  

slave law and the South felt a deep 

sense of loss with California ending 

the balance of power and a large 

amount of Texas land lost.





Millard Fillmore became president after Zachary 

Taylor died in office in 1850. He was NOT chosen 

as candidate in 1852. Instead… the Whigs chose 

war hero Winfried Scott

Democrat 

Franklin Pierce won the 

election  after southern 

Whigs refused to support 

Scott.
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Secretary of War under 

President Pierce was 

Jefferson Davis who 

later became President 

of the Confederate 

States of America.

Under Pierce, the Gadsden Purchase 

provided land for southern railroad in 

1853, William Walker tried to take over 

Nicaragua, trading relationships were 

nurtured with Japan and China
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Central America, 1850

British Possessions and Proposed Canal 



Polk attempted to buy Cuba for $100 million… 

Spain refused

1854, Spain seized the Black Warrior

…Pierce tried to seize it via the Ostend Manifesto… 

the south longed to have it carved into several 

new slave states

Northern outrage forced it to be dropped



The north wanted Canada just as the south wanted 

Mexico and Cuba… each wanted to strengthen their 

side against the other…

Because of the Crimean War in Europe… America 

could have easily taken both. Instead… the British and 

Spanish were safe from American Manifest Destiny 

thanks to sectionalism and fear .



1854, this act created 

two future states, who 

would decide for 

themselves (popular 

sovereignty) if they 

would become 

slave/free. It was 

assumed Nebraska 

would be free and 

Kansas slave.  

This repealed the 

Missouri Compromise.

And it paved the way for 

Civil War.



Douglas was the mind behind 

the Kansas Nebraska Act, as 

he was hoping to secure land 

for northern RR from Chicago 

to California. 

He wanted to balance the 

southern gain of Gadsden 

Purchase for southern RR by 

securing land for northern RR.

Debate over the K-N led to violence.  Senator Brooks 
attacked Senator Sumner with a cane.
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DEMOCRATS

The Democrats provided the next president 

in 1856,  James Buchanan, but the party split 

into northern and southern factions. 

John Fremont ran 

as Republican

Former President 

Millard Fillmore 

ran as Know-

Nothing (or 

American Party)
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Disgruntled Whigs, Free-Soilers, Know-Nothings, Democrats and 

others opposed to Kansas-Nebraska Act came together.

From 1854-1860… this party became a power house as a second 

MAJOR political party.

To the south… this new party was the enemy.

When Abraham Lincoln was elected in 1860…

The first Republican president…

The south walked out.
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