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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3k8H_9SjoM


Julia Ward Howe

wrote the lyrics 

to the tune called 

“John Brown’s Body” 

written early by William Steffe.

In the beauty of the lilies 

Christ was born across the sea,

With a glory in His bosom 

that transfigures you and me:

As He died to make men holy, 

let us die to make men free;

While God is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! While God is marching on.

http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/images/u/us-glor.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:The_Battle_Hymn_of_the_Republic_-_Project_Gutenberg_eText_21566.png


Advance the flag of Dixie!

Hurrah! Hurrah!

For Dixie's land we take our stand,

to live or die for Dixie!

To arms! To arms!

And conquer peace for Dixie! 

To arms! To arms!

And conquer peace for Dixie!

Authorship disputed.

Became famous in 1850 blackface 

minstrel shows, telling the story of a 

freed black slave pining for the 

plantation of his birth.

Lyrics changed for wartime.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bd1oA47Ti0I&feature=related
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1900sc_SM_Dixie.jpg


By the end of war,

Approximately 2 million served in Union Army

Approximately 800,000 thousand in 

Confederate Army

Most were volunteers, but both sides had to 

turn to conscription in the 2nd year.

More than 600,000 died… more than all other 

American wars combined.

--about 2% of the population in 1860



How does the Civil War compare 

to other wars in American history?

Total=

596,000
(if you add 

deaths from 

recent wars… 

still less than 

Civil War)



Approximate Percentages of American

War Participants Dying in War

Revolutionary War 1.4% 

War of 1812 troops 1.%

Indian Wars (1800-1898) 1.%

Mexican War 17%

Civil War 23.5%

Spanish-American War 3%

WWI 2.5%

WWII 2.5%

Korean War .8%

Vietnam War 1.2%

Gulf War 2%

War on Terror .4%

TOTAL 2.8%

Analyze these differences. How can they be explained? 



What made the Civil War so lethal? 



RECENT WARS DEATHS WOUNDED

Less than .001% of the population has been lost in 

recent/current  wars. (Compared to 2% in the Civil War and .3% in WWII.)

Why are casualties so small compared to earlier wars? 



Executive Mansion,

Washington, Nov. 21, 1864.

Dear Madam,

I have been shown in the files of the War Department a 

statement of the Adjutant General of Massachusetts that you 

are the mother of five sons who have died gloriously on the 

field of battle. I feel how weak and fruitless must be any word of 

mine which should attempt to beguile you from the grief of a 

loss so overwhelming. But I cannot refrain from tendering you 

the consolation that may be found in the thanks of the Republic 

they died to save. I pray that our Heavenly Father may assuage 

the anguish of your bereavement, and leave you only the 

cherished memory of the loved and lost, and the solemn pride 

that must be yours to have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the 

altar of freedom.

Yours, very sincerely and respectfully,

A. Lincoln
FYI… The Bixby letter became 

famous, but also subject of 

some controversy.



-Volunteers on both sides (the South had so many, 

1/3 were sent home) -90% volunteers in Union

-Average soldier was 5’8”, 143 lbs, 25 years old

(as young as 9 although official age was 18)

-1/13 chance of dying by disease

-1/165 chance of dying in battle

-1/10 chance of being injured

-Most rebel soldiers owned no slaves, but

fought to preserve slavery

-Troops were diverse; young/old, rich/poor, etc.

-Black volunteers were sent away until 1863

-Lots of photos taken and letters written

-Both sides felt the war would be short

If Avoiding Service…

-families fled to Canada or Mexico

-or move west (further spurred by 

Homestead Act of 1862)

http://i.ehow.com/images/a05/qc/ve/civil-war-enlistment-records-800X800.jpg


Camp near Fredericksburg

Dec 19th 1862

Dear Sister

It is with pleasure that I seat my self down this morning to write you a few 

lines to let you know that I am still alive I have been under the weather for 

some time but I am getting better now. We had a big fight over here, got 

whipped like thunder. I was not able to be in the fight. John McClure could 

not be found on the battle field I guess he is killed or taken prisoner but I 

am afraid he is dead. He is the only one missing in our company.

Sis I don't know what you think about the war but I will tell you what I think 

and that is the north will never whip the south as long as there is a man 

left in the south. They fight like wild devils. Ever man seems determine to 

loose the last drop of blood before they give up but there is no use of you 

and I talking about the war because we cant end it, but I don't care how 

soon it is stopped. Christmas will soon be here I would like to be at 

[home]. . . .

John R. McClure

(Union Soldier)



The youngest Union soldier killed in battle was 

Charles King, 12 when enlisted, 14 when killed

Thirteen-year-old Johnny Clem (1851-1937) served as a drummer boy in the Union 

Army during the Civil War, as the youngest noncommissioned officer in Army history 

(although some records indicate boys as young as 9 served). During the war, 

drummer boys worked to keep troops marching in time and to boost morale. In camp, 

they were often responsible for cooking and cleaning. Legend has it that Clem was 

nearly killed at the Battle of Shiloh, when he was hit with shrapnel, but was saved by 

his drum. Pictured: Clem in uniform, 1863. 



-largest foreign contingents were made up of Irish and German-Americans

-over 60,000 Canadian and British volunteers served 

-79th New York Infantry Highlanders consisted completely of Scottish immigrants 

-volunteers including Frenchman, Hungarians, Scandinavians, Mexicans and 

others (including a small amount from Asia) would eventually enlist in Union 

service.

Confederacy:
While less successful in attracting foreign recruits to the rebel cause, thousands 

of immigrants and mercenaries served in the with its own Irish Brigade and Polish 

Legion as well as several German and Mexican divisions.



-1862, Confederate Conscription, 18-35 year old men

-exempted slave-owners who owned

20+ 

-allowed for buying exemption 

or hiring substitute

1863, Union Conscription, 25-45 year old men

-the rich could hire substitutes or buy

exemption for $300 (most workers were lucky to make this much in a year!)

-John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, J.P. Morgan, Theodore 

Roosevelt’s father, Franklin Roosevelt’s father, and many more

-Shakers were exempted as conscientious objectors

-draft riot in New York City motivated by draft and Emancipation 

Proclamation (mainly led by Irish Democrats, who were anti-black and resented 

fighting a war to free them)

-”bounty boys” would take money to enlist and then desert

-Both sides had considerable numbers of deserters; around 200,000 each



50,000 predominantly Irish mob terrorized 

neighborhoods on the East Side of New 

York for three days looting scores of stores. 

Blacks were the targets of most attacks on 

citizens; several lynchings and beatings 

occurred. In addition, a black church and 

orphanage were burned to the ground.

$1.5 million of damage

Lincoln deployed combat troops to restore 

order; they remained encamped around the 

city for several weeks. 

In the end, the draft raised only about 

150,000 troops throughout the North, about 

three-quarters of them substitutes.



“I believe our cause to be the cause of liberty and light… the cause of God, 

and holy and justifiable in His sight.” –Union officer

“…our cause is Just and God is Just and we shall finally be successful 

whether I live to see the time or not.” –Confederate officer

“In God We Trust” appeared on money in 1864

Religion was a powerful force 

on both sides. Chaplains 

accompanied troops. Both 

sides were predominantly 

Christian. Union and 

Confederates read the same 

Bible and prayed to the same 

God… and both thought God 

was on their side.



It was a “Brother’s War.”

George Armstrong Custer, the 

youngest general in the Union Army, 

sits with his former classmate who 

sided with the South.

Some families lost all “brothers”

(three brothers serving Confederacy)

Kentucky Senator Crittenden has 

one son who joined Union and 

one who joined Confederacy

Lincoln had four 

brother-in-laws who 

fought for the 

Confederacy, 

including Ben Helm 

who died in battle.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:GBCrittenden.jpg
http://www.kylincoln.org/NR/rdonlyres/EDAB28A7-E692-440E-A825-D3B3A2CAEB5E/0/Ben_H_Helm.jpg


William Carney and other veterans 

of the 54th received medal of honor 

for service at Fort Wagner

(37 years after the battle)

The 54th Massachusetts Regiment 

lost nearly half its men, including its 

white leader, Shaw, in a futile attack 

on South Carolina’s Fort Wagner.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XuUGD7aa3E


More than 180,000 blacks served in the Union army during the Civil War.



Blacks were approximately 1% 

of the Union population, 

but they became 10% of the Union army.

At first, black soldiers were paid less than white soldiers… then in 1864… that was 

remedied and they received equal pay.



After brutal massacre of captured, unarmed, Black Union soldiers… 

Grant ended the prisoner exchange program until the south 

recognized no distinction between whites and blacks… 

Lee refused. 

Prisons bulged, and 13,000 Union troops died in Andersonville prison 

alone.



Hardtack – Union staple

(bread made primarily of flour and water, 

prized for it’s relative immunity to 

spoilage over long periods, often bug 

infested anyway. Almost inedible unless 

soaked in liquid – most often coffee) 

Sloosh – Confederate staple

(cornmeal mixed in bacon grease, rapped 

around a ramrod and cooked over a fire)

Beans

Bacon

Salted, pickled beef

Coffee … lots of coffee

Desperate for more food, soldiers often 

pillaged homes, farms… anything they 

could get their hands on with little regard 

for the needs or rights of owners.

http://www.civilwar-pictures.com/g/military-life/citypoint_cook


Twice as many soldiers died from disease as died from battle.

The most deadly were…

SCURVY –from lack of vitamin C; bleeding, lethargy, fever

DYSENTERY – infection… causes diarrhea, hemorrhaging bowels

TYPHOID – intestinal infection and fever

DIPHTHERIA  - bacterial infection in respiratory system

PNEUMONIA – inflammation of lungs; multiple causes

“All complainants were asked the same question… How are 

your bowels? If they were open, I administered a plug of 

opium; if they were shut, I gave a plug of blue mass.” 

–Confederate doctor

(blue mass was a combination of mercury and chalk)



Most hospitals were in cities.

Field hospitals were tents.

If a bullet his a limb, it was 

amputated. Chloroform was 

used most of the time. If a 

bullet hit you in the torso… 

you were dead.

Medicine and surgery were 

primitive compared to today’s 

standards. Sanitation was 

lacking, sterilization rare.

Opium based pain-killers were 

prescribed often.



Military prisons existed on 

both sides and prisoner 

exchange programs were 

frequent in the first years of 

war.

Neither side took adequate 

care of prisoners.

50,000 died

13,000 Union troops died in 

Andersonville prison in 

Georgia alone. 90% of 

survivors weighed less than 

90 pounds.



A selection of Union pistols, bullets and 

tools for loading the guns.

A selection of Confederate weapons 

including a pistol, a knife and swords.



The most significant innovation was the bullet…the 

minie ball. 

-easier to load than earlier muskets which 

required each bullet to be loaded with a 

ramrod

-5 times further than earlier guns… up to half 

mile

Even with this development, many battles still 

involved charging each other’s lines with bayonets 

attached. Bayonets were rarely useful, since the new 

bullet would hit long before a soldier was close 

enough to use it.



The Gatling Gun wasn’t used 

extensively, but it was the 

forerunner of the machine gun

Many types of rifles were used
Cap and ball    Bayonets used 

Revolvers         but phasing out

Cannons

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/41bxc3ACyqL._SL500_AA300_.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.amazon.com/M1860-Civil-Revolver-Antique-Finish/dp/B000MFGW28&usg=__xsyq89glUBVowy79eON8X9_BL9A=&h=300&w=300&sz=9&hl=en&start=8&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=grWB4mymOHdWhM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcap%2Band%2Bball%2Brevolver%2Bcivil%2Bwar%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://ec1.images-amazon.com/images/I/31oOOJB1L%2BL._AA280_.jpg&imgrefurl=http://collectorebooks.com/jamesauction/confederate/31570.htm&usg=__xHCGYK1kYSE_vYCK_JsjMK-ciA0=&h=280&w=280&sz=6&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=--plLe6ILNtdlM:&tbnh=114&tbnw=114&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dgun%2Bcivil%2Bwar%2Bbayonet%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:30pdrParrott.jpg


123 torpedoes were planted in Charleston harbor and Stono River, which prevented the 

capture of that city and its conflagration. 

101 torpedoes planted in Roanoke river, North Carolina, destroying most ships sent to 

capture Fort Branch.

Of the five ironclads sent with other vessels to take Mobile, Alabama, three were 

destroyed by torpedoes. 

There were fifty eight vessels sunk by torpedoes in the war.



13-inch mortar "Dictator" mounted on a 

railroad flatcar for Battle of Petersburg, 1864
Mortar guns used in 1862 

Battle of Yorktown.



Moving Battery armed with Cannon

Battle of Petersburg, 1864

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SiegeGunPetersburg1864.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MovingBatteryPetersburg1864.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:GunMortarTrajectory.jpg


Confederate Howitzer Gun

Round shot and cannon balls 

were typically made of iron



These not only changed the course of the Civil War,

but also the face of warfare to this day.

Telegraph Wires and improved communications

Aerial reconnaissance via balloons 

Railroads used for supply and troop movement

Army Ambulance Corps

Ironclads



Petersburg, Virginia U.S. Military Telegraph battery wagon,

Mobile telegraph wagons reported and received communications near 

front lines. Improved communication strengthened war efforts, but it also 

created a new problem… journalists reporting on top secret information.

The telegraph 

was invented by 

Samuel Morse in 

1843/4.

During the war, 

15,000 miles of 

telegraph cable 

was laid purely 

for military 

purposes.



Lincoln established a Union Balloon 

Corps and aerial reconnaissance 

began. CSA also used balloons but 

had less funds and materials. 

http://civilianmilitaryintelligencegroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/Civil-War-Balloon.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Brady_-_Balloon_ascension_of_Thaddeus_Lowe_at_Seven_Pines_HD-SN-99-01888.JPEG


Railroads helped the Union move 

supplies and troops, giving them an 

advantage over the south since most 

tracks were in the North. They were 

hurt, however, by selfish railroad 

owners trying to make a buck.

The South had better access to 

the tracks they had, but they 

converted their locomotive factory 

into a weapons factory, which 

limited them as time went on.

http://www.civilwaracademy.com/images/Railroad-Nashville.jpg


Jonathan Letterman created the first organized transport of the wounded, an 

ambulatory corps. They had two stretcher-bearers and one driver per ambulance. 

They would go into the field, pick up the wounded, deliver them to dressing stations 

and then to field hospitals. To this day the military bases its ambulance system on 

Letterman's ideas.



The first ironclad battle was at the Battle of Hampton Roads between the 

Merrimack (CSS Virginia) and the USS Monitor. The Monitor won, but only after 

the Virginia destroyed several wooden Union ships. Ironclads were developed by 

the French in the 1850s, and in the 1860s both Great Britain and America were 

working on perfecting them.


