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“As I can’t fight, 

I will content myself with 

working for those who can.”

Alcott was American novelist. 

She is best known for the novel, 

Little Women.
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-women replaced men 

in the workforce, 

increasing working women 

from 25% of workforce to 33%

(were paid less than men and after war, women were expected to give up 

their jobs

-Hundreds went with their husbands/boyfriends 

to war by posing as male soldiers

-Spied for both sides

-Nurses… forever changing the field

-U.S. Sanitary Commission

-organized fund-raising for widows and orphans

-southern women organized fund raiser to sell their hair, but blockade 

prevented it from happening

-southern women formed armed defense units to protect homes while men 

away fighting



"God won't let master Lincoln beat the 

South till he does the right thing.“

Tubman assisted runaways during the 

war and worked for Union troops in 

order to help the Blacks gain 

freedom… and eventual admission to 

the army. She admonished Lincoln for 

not allowing blacks to fight.
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The South had few hospitals, so when wounded 

men started piling up, private citizens began 

organizing their own private hospitals.

Sally Louisa Tompkins organized a hospital in the 

home of Judge John Robertson following Bull Run 

in Virginia. During its four-year existence, 

Robertson Hospital treated 1,333 wounded with 

only seventy-three deaths, the lowest mortality rate 

of any military hospital during the Civil War.

For her charitable efforts on behalf of the wounded, 

Tompkins received a commission as Captain in the 

Confederate Cavalry from President Jefferson 

Davis, thus becoming the only woman officer to 

serve in the Confederate army. 



After the First Battle of Bull Run, Barton established 

the main agency to obtain and distribute supplies 

to wounded soldiers. She lobbied the U.S. Army 

bureaucracy, at first without success, to bring her 

own medical supplies to the battlefields.

Finally, on August 3, 1862, she obtained permission 

to travel to the front lines, eventually reaching some 

of the grimmest battlefields of the war and serving during the Siege of Petersburg and 

Richmond, Virginia. In 1864 she was appointed by Union General Benjamin Butler as 

the "lady in charge" of the hospitals at the front of the Army of the James. 

She helped develop the field of nursing for women. At the time… it was seen as 

disgraceful for woman to be a nurse.

She later founded the Red Cross.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Clarabartonwcbbrady.jpg


Superintendent of nurses for the Union 

Army. She was known for caring 

equally for Confederates as well.

At first, Dix would only hire unattractive 

women she was sure were not only 

there for romance, they could only 

wear brown or black, wear no jewelry 

or hoop skirts, and had to be at least 

30 years old.

Later, her only question for applicants 

was, “When can you start?” Dorothea was nicknamed 

“Dragon Dix” by her nurses. 

She was quite autocratic.
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During the Civil War, she volunteered as an 

associate member of the United States 

Sanitary Commission. She organized more

than 3,000 aid societies, visited army posts 

and hospitals, and organized the North-western 

Sanitary Fair in Chicago which raised $86,000. 

President Lincoln donated his own copy of the 

Emancipation Proclamation, which was

auctioned off at $10,000.

After the war she devoted herself to the promotion of women's suffrage and the 

temperance movement, founding The Agitator in 1869, which in 1870, was 

merged into the Woman's Journal, of which she was an associate editor until 

1872.
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Elizabeth Blackwell was born in England then 

moved with her family as a child to New York 

then to Cincinnati. Her family were Quakers and 

believed women and men were equal as well as 

black and white equal. She was an abolitionist 

and the first woman to earn a medical degree, 

1849.

During the war, she trained many women to be 

nurses and sent them to the Union Army

After the war, she established a Women's 

Medical College.
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Frances L. Clayton wore men’s clothing to enlist in the Union Army with her 

husband. She was wounded three times in battle, and was taken prisoner by 

the Confederacy. After her husband was killed, she confided her sex to her 

commanding officer and was granted an honorable discharge.

Frances L. Clayton



Cuban-born woman who masqueraded as a male Confederate soldier. 

She fought at Bull Run, Ball's Bluff and Fort Donelson, but her gender was 

discovered while in New Orleans and she was discharged. Undeterred, she 

reenlisted and fought at Shiloh, until unmasked once more. She then became a 

spy, working in both male and female guises.
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Known as Cleopatra of the Secession, Belle was 

a Confederate spy. She operated from her father's 

hotel in Virginia and provided valuable information 

to Stonewall Jackson in 1862. She was arrested 

three times and later moved to England and 

married a Union officer.

Elizabeth was also from Virginia but spied for the 

Union. She organized a spy ring that provided valuable 

information throughout the war. General Grant named 

her Postmaster of Richmond. She developed a code 

and would hide messages in hollow eggs. 


