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Date & 
TEKS 

Performance/Student Expectation/District Clarification 

Aug. 
27/28 

First Days 

 Class Introduction/Expectations 

 Reading of the AHS Handbook 

 Intro to the World History Course 

 Social Studies Skills- Changes in Time (Time Conversions) 

29.A Identify methods used by archaeologists, anthropologists, historians, and geographers to analyze evidence;  

29.C 
  

Explain the differences between primary and secondary sources and examine those sources to analyze 
frame of reference, historical context, and point of view; 

Aug. 
29/30:  

Prehistory/ Neolithic Revolution/ Early River Valley Civilizations/Rise of Mesoamerica 

1.A 
 

Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following events from 8000 BC to 500 BC: the 
development of agriculture and the development of the river valley civilizations;  
Supporting Standard  

 Causes:  hunter-gatherers, climate change, increasing population, food surpluses 

 Effects:  shift from food-gathering to food-producing led to sedentary societies  (permanent 
settlements) and the development of the first cities; positive effects: growth of permanent 
settlements led to the creation of art, religion, and specialization of labor and irrigation systems 
established as crop production and land use increased; Negative: the increase of populations living 
in cities caused the spread of disease; villages and cities sought protection from other groups as 
expansion of territory became the norm 

2.A 
 

Summarize the impact of the development of farming (Neolithic Revolution) on the creation of river 
valley civilizations; Supporting Standard  

 The domestication of animals, the development of permanent settlements, the consistent use of 
irrigation, and job specialization led to the development of features of civilizations. 

17.A Identify important changes in human life caused by the Neolithic Revolution and the Industrial 
Revolution;  Readiness Standard 

 A shift from a nomadic, hunter-gather lifestyle to permanent settlements with growing societies; 
societies became more civilized as shown by the characteristics of civilizations 

 The family structure changed from a matriarchal society in Paleolithic age to a patriarchal society 
in the Neolithic age.  The importance of women decreased as the permanent settlements became 
more advanced and developed into civilizations. Women became responsible for taking care of the 
home and family, leading to gender inequality because it was a form of unpaid labor. 

17.B Summarize the role of economics in driving political changes as related to the Neolithic Revolution and 
the Industrial Revolution; and Supporting Standard 

 Hunter-gatherers  farmers  surplus  job specialization  governments 
 Economic changes led to the formation of government (need for laws, maintaining irrigation 

systems, protection against invaders) 
 Taxes and tributes helped support the government and fund projects. 

16.B Analyze the influence of human and physical geographic factors on major events in world history, 
including the development of river valley civilizations, trade in the Indian Ocean, and the opening of the 
Panama and Suez canals; Readiness Standard 

 Rivers allowed for fresh water sources, which led to fertile soil and irrigation technology.  As a 
result, cities and later civilizations flourished due to the surplus of agricultural products.  Rivers 
were also essential for intra-regional and inter-regional trade.  Physical features, such as 
mountains and deserts, influenced the development of some civilizations.   

 Examine maps of the river valley civilizations with scaffolding questions on factors. 
 Examine maps of the Americas with scaffolding questions on factors. 
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 AP classes must also teach how pastoralists affected the environment by grazing animals on the 
grasslands, which led to erosion of the soil when overgrazing occurred.   

 AP classes must also teach trade between Egypt and Nubia as well as trade between Mesopotamia 
and the Indus River Valley and the role geography played in these interactions. 

 AP classes: introduce N/S and E/W theory from Jared Diamond in addition to the above. 

2.C 
 

Explain how major river valley civilizations influenced the development of the classical civilizations. 
Supporting Standard 

 The river valley civilizations (Sumer of Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, and Huang He China) 
ideas and achievements helped shape the civilizations that followed and laid the foundations for 
the organization of central governments  

 The growth of organized religions, monument building (architecture), written legal codes that 
provided a rule of law, and social stratification (hierarchies) are examples of the influence of early 
civilizations on classical civilizations. 

27.A 
 
 
 
 

Identify the origin and diffusion of major ideas in mathematics, science, and technology that occurred in 
river valley civilizations, classical Greece and Rome, classical India, and the Islamic caliphates between 
700 and 1200 and in China from the Tang to Ming dynasties; Supporting Standard 

 Mesopotamia (region)/Sumer (civilization):  wheel, plow, sail, pottery, bronze works, cuneiform, 
number system based on 60, and 360 degree circles 

 Phoenicians:  alphabet 
 Egypt:  pyramids, hieroglyphics, papyrus, mummification, calendar system, medical advancements 
 Indus River:  sewer and plumbing systems in Mohenjo-Daro and planned city systems (grid 

system), standard system of weights and measures, writing system 
 Huang He:  writing symbol based on characters/oracle bones, silk, coined money, and ironworks 
 AP classes:  must specify improvements in agricultural production, trade, and transportation, 

including pottery, plows, woven textiles, metallurgy, and wheels/wheeled vehicles.  In addition, 
these classes must also explain the use of iron weapons and chariots.  

6.A Compare the major political, economic, social, and cultural developments of the Maya, Inca, and Aztec 
civilizations and explain how prior civilizations influenced their development; and Readiness Standard  

 The prior civilizations are listed as the Olmecs in Mexico and the Chavín, Nazca, and Mochica 
(Mochica State or Moche) (Classical) in South America.  The prior civilizations’ traditions and 
achievements helped shape the civilizations that followed.   

 Note:  The Olmecs are considered to be an early civilization as well as the Chavín.  The Moche and 
the Maya are considered to be classical civilizations.   

 Andes: had permanent settlements; used terrace farming  
 Olmecs:  “mother culture” of Mesoamerica, colossal heads, earthen pyramids, ruling class of 

priests and nobles, established a large trade network throughout Mesoamerica 
 Chavín:  temples, religious images and styles of art reflect strong religious traditions 
 Nazca:  underground canals, textiles and pottery; Nazca Lines (large drawings on soil of their gods) 
 AP classes:  will integrate this TEK chronologically in the appropriate unit of study. 

27.B 
 

Summarize the major ideas in astronomy, mathematics, and architectural engineering that developed in 
the Maya, Inca, and Aztec civilizations; Supporting Standard 

 Maya:  astronomy related to the gods; mathematics (religious calendar and concept of zero); and 
architectural engineering (pyramids, temples, and ball courts) 
Aztec:  astronomy and mathematics (ceremonial calendar); architectural engineering in 
Tenochtitlan, use of chinampas , causeways, and aqueducts; temples palaces, and pyramids 

 Incas:  astronomy (two separate calendars); mathematics (quipu knots and decimal system) and 
architectural engineering (temples and palaces, Machu Picchu, extensive road system, uniform 
system of architecture for government building in the empire); learned terrace farming from the 
Mochica 

 AP classes:  will integrate this TEK chronologically in the appropriate unit of study. 
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Aug. 31 
/Sept. 4 

Continue Early River Valley Civilizations/Rise of Mesoamerica  

 Textbooks??? 

19.A 
 
 

Identify the characteristics of monarchies and theocracies as forms of government in early civilizations; 
and Supporting Standard 

 Monarchies:  Often military leaders who passed power to sons (inherited status) because they had 
the backing of the military; established early dynasties in river valley civilizations (Sumer of 
Mesopotamia); previously, power had resided in priests who served as rulers 

 Theocracies:  rulers were viewed as having divine power, (pharaohs in Egypt influenced the 
religion, government, and military though a vizier controlled day-to-day affairs) 

19.B Identify the characteristics of the following political systems: theocracy, absolute monarchy, democracy, 
republic, oligarchy, limited monarchy, and totalitarianism. Readiness Standard 

 Theocracy:  Egypt (Nile Valley) 

24.A Describe the changing roles of women, children, and families during major eras of world history; and 
Supporting Standard 

 The family structure changed from a matriarchal society in Paleolithic age to a patriarchal society 
in the Neolithic age.  The importance of women decreased as the permanent settlements became 
more advanced and developed into civilizations. 

26.A 
 

 

Identify significant examples of art and architecture that demonstrate an artistic ideal or visual principle 
from selected cultures; Supporting Standard 

 Cave drawings/painting, Egyptian pyramids 
 AP classes:  must also explain the role of political and religious elites promoting arts and 

artisanship, including sculpture, paining, wall decorations, and elaborate weavings.   

26.B 
 

Analyze examples of how art, architecture, literature, music, and drama reflect the history of the 
cultures in which they are produced; and Supporting Standard 

 Epic of Gilgamesh – Sumer 
 Book of the Dead – Egypt  
 Hammurabi’s Code – Babylon  
 Vedas – Indus Valley 

Sept. 3 Labor Day-No School 

Sept. 
5/6 

Development of World Religions & Rule of Law 
 Unit Review 

 Introduce test corrections guidelines 
3.A Describe the major political, religious/philosophical, and cultural influences of Persia, India, China, 

Israel, Greece, and Rome, including the development of monotheism, Judaism, and Christianity; 
Readiness Standard 

 Religions/philosophical:  Hinduism and Judaism (monotheism) 
 Teach Israel as a region developing different religions, not as a political state.  The Hebrew 

commonwealth appointed judges, which set the precedent for a more egalitarian society.   
 Teach this TEK as an introduction to classical civilizations and connect the regions together. 

23.A Describe the historical origins, central ideas, and spread of major religious and philosophical traditions, 
including Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and the 
development of monotheism; and  Readiness Standard 

 The development of monotheism relates to the rise of Judaism but later Christianity and Islam as 
well. 

 Judaism originated in Southwest Asia along the Mediterranean.   
 All other religions and belief systems will be addressed in the classical period. 
 AP classes:  must also address Hebrew monotheism, Vedic religion, and Zoroastrianism. 

 



World History Day by Day 2012-2013 Fall 

 

20.A 
 
 
 

Explain the development of democratic-republican government from its beginnings in the Judeo-
Christian legal tradition and classical Greece and Rome through the English Civil War and the 
Enlightenment;  Readiness Standard 

 The foundation of the rule of law led to the creation of legal traditions and the rise of different 
forms of government.  This moral or ethical code provides the foundation of American society and 
the development of a democratic-republican government (democracy).   

 Introduce 20.A with this unit and continue through Greece, Rome, the English Civil War, the 
Enlightenment, and the American Revolution.  Tie the rise of democratic-republican government 
back to 19.A and 19.B with the characteristics of major political systems.   

20.B Identify the impact of political and legal ideas contained in the following documents: Hammurabi's Code, 
the Jewish Ten Commandments, Justinian's Code of Laws, Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, the 
Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the 
Citizen; Supporting Standard 

 Hammurabi’s Code was apolitical code versus the Jewish Ten Commandments, which served as a 
moral/ethical code.   

 Hammurabi’s Code:  written code of law based on legal traditions, provided stability, applied to all 
citizens but not equally; legal impact in that it created a judicial system to enforce the laws of the 
empire and to settle disputes. 

 Jewish Ten Commandments:  Role of Moses, high standard of moral/ethical conduct, covenant 
between God and the Hebrew people (God’s protection in exchange for keeping God’s 
commandments); created the basis for civil and religious laws in Judaism. 

22.A 
 

Summarize the development of the rule of law from ancient to modern times;  Supporting Standard 
 Hammurabi’s Code (inequality and threat of punishment) 
 The Jewish Ten Commandments (equality and responsibility of a citizen)  

Sept. 
7/10 

Test: Prehistory/ Neolithic Revolution/ Early River Valley Civilizations (Prehistory to 500 B.C.) 
 

Sept. 
11/12 

Classical Civilizations (500 B.C.-AD 600): India 

1.B 
 

Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following events from 500 BC to AD 600: the 
development of the classical civilizations of Greece, Rome, Persia, India (Maurya and Gupta), China 
(Zhou, Qin, and Han), and the development of major world religions;  Supporting Standard 

3.A 
 
 
 

Describe the major political, religious/philosophical, and cultural influences of Persia, India, China, 
Israel, Greece, and Rome, including the development of monotheism, Judaism, and Christianity; 
Readiness Standard 

 Emphasize the role early civilizations played in the development of these classical societies and 
how later civilizations grew out of the classical civilizations. 

 India:  use of a caste system; development of Buddhism in India; Maurya Empire under 
Chandragupta and Asoka with a bureaucracy and the spread of Buddhism; Chandra Gupta’s empire 
was the golden age  in classical India 

23.A 
 
 

Describe the historical origins, central ideas, and spread of major religious and philosophical traditions, 
including Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and the 
development of monotheism; and  Readiness Standard 

 Connect the rise and spread of the religions to the needs of the people in the civilization during the 
post-classical period. 

 Buddhism originated in India as a response to the lower castes who requested the inequality of the 
Hindu caste system and spread along the Silk Road to East Asia.  

25.A 
 
 
 

Summarize the fundamental ideas and institutions of Eastern civilizations that originated in China and 
India; Supporting Standard 

 India:  Caste system (impact of the system as a whole, not specific castes) 
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27.A Identify the origin and diffusion of major ideas in mathematics, science, and technology that occurred in 
river valley civilizations, classical Greece and Rome, classical India, and the Islamic caliphates between 
700 and 1200 and in China from the Tang to Ming dynasties; Supporting Standard 

 India:  astronomy (earth is round), mathematics (modern numbers – later called Arabic numerals, 
zero, decimals), and medical guides and complex surgery; golden age 

Sept. 
13/14 

Classical Civilizations (500 B.C.-A.D. 600): China 

1.B 
 

Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following events from 500 BC to AD 600: the 
development of the classical civilizations of Greece, Rome, Persia, India (Maurya and Gupta), China 
(Zhou, Qin, and Han), and the development of major world religions;  Supporting Standard 

3.A 
 
 
 

Describe the major political, religious/philosophical, and cultural influences of Persia, India, China, 
Israel, Greece, and Rome, including the development of monotheism, Judaism, and Christianity; 
Readiness Standard 

 Emphasize the role early civilizations played in the development of these classical societies and 
how later civilizations grew out of the classical civilizations. 

 China:  Zhou Dynasty introduced the  Mandate of Heaven  and nobles ruled through a fragmented 
government of feudalism; establishment of Confucianism and Daoism; Qin Dynasty ruled by Shi 
Huangdi who used Legalism to unify China through an autocracy; building of  the Great Wall; Han 
Dynasty:  centralized government based on Confucian principles, complex bureaucracy with 
scholar-bureaucrats, civil service exams, invention of paper 

3.C Compare the factors that led to the collapse of Rome and Han China. Supporting Standard 
 Corruption in the government, instability, size of the empires (too large to govern effectively), 

invasions from barbarian tribes, social inequality (rich/poor gap), high taxes, inequality in 
landownership with peasant revolts, decline of morals and values, unemployment and inflation, 
and decline of cities 

 AP classes:  must also compare and contrast the decline of other classical civilizations 

23.A 
 
 

Describe the historical origins, central ideas, and spread of major religious and philosophical traditions, 
including Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and the 
development of monotheism; and  Readiness Standard 

 Include Daoism and Legalism with this TEK 
 Connect the rise and spread of the religions to the needs of the people in the civilization during the 

post-classical period. 
 Confucianism developed in China as a response to social problems and helped restore order based 

on the five relationships.  It was later adopted by the Han dynasty and it became the basis of 
Chinese government, including the civil service exams.   

25.A 
 
 
 

Summarize the fundamental ideas and institutions of Eastern civilizations that originated in China and 
India; Supporting Standard 

 China:  Mandate of Heaven (dynastic cycle), legalism, Daoism (Taoism)  

26.A 
 

Identify significant examples of art and architecture that demonstrate an artistic ideal or visual principle 
from selected cultures; Supporting Standard 

 China:  Terra Cotta Warriors & the Great Wall of China 

Sept. 
17/18 

Classical Civilizations (500 B.C.-A.D. 600): Greece & Persia 

3.A 
 
 
 

Describe the major political, religious/philosophical, and cultural influences of Persia, India, China, 
Israel, Greece, and Rome, including the development of monotheism, Judaism, and Christianity; 
Readiness Standard 

 Emphasize the role early civilizations played in the development of these classical societies and 
how later civilizations grew out of the classical civilizations. 

 Persia:  Royal Road connected the empire through the satrapies and a postal system; caravanserai 
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(roadside inns/hostels) network built to offer shelter and protection to merchants traveling 
throughout the empire; use of standardized metal coins as well as a common system of weights 
and measures, encouraged interregional and intraregional trade; Zoroaster created a monotheistic 
religion in which people’s own choices determined their fate; religion contained early concepts of 
a heaven and hell 

 Greece: religious/philosophical:  refers to polytheism and the philosophical ideas of Socrates, 
Plato, and Aristotle (not mythology as the focus); city-state of Athens develops the first direct 
democracy 

19.A Identify the characteristics of monarchies and theocracies as forms of government in early civilizations; 
and Supporting Standard 

 Monarchies:  Greece 

19.B Identify the characteristics of the following political systems: theocracy, absolute monarchy, democracy, 
republic, oligarchy, limited monarchy, and totalitarianism. Readiness Standard 

 Note:  Clarify to students that pure political systems are rare today.  Today a country can be a 
socialist democracy or a democratic republic.  Make this connection for teaching this TEK in future 
units. 

 Include oligarchy (rule by a few) aristocracy (rule by nobility) and tyranny (rule by one) in the 
development of democracy 

 Distinguish between direct and indirect democracy (rule by citizens) and a republic (rule by 
representatives elected by the people) 

 Include role of the Roman emperor in government 

20.A 
 

Explain the development of democratic-republican government from its beginnings in the Judeo-
Christian legal tradition and classical Greece and Rome through the English Civil War and the 
Enlightenment; Readiness Standard 

 Draconian law’s harsh measure led to the need for a more democratic rule of law. 
 The polis (city-state) of Athens was the first to create a democracy. 
 Introduce 20.A with this unit and continue through the English Civil War, the Enlightenment, and 

the American Revolution.  Tie the rise of democratic-republican governments back to 19.A and 
19.B with the characteristics of major political systems.   

21.A Describe how people have participated in supporting or changing their governments; and  Supporting 
Standard 

21.B Describe the rights and responsibilities of citizens and noncitizens in civic participation throughout 
history.; and Readiness Standard 

 Greece (varied from city-states):  citizens were free-born men who owned property while non-
citizens included women, slaves, and foreigners; 

 Greece and Rome:  rights included voting, passing laws, and speaking at public meetings; 
responsibilities included participation in government, paying taxes, serving in the military, and 
obeying the laws 

1.B 
 

Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following events from 500 BC to AD 600: the 
development of the classical civilizations of Greece, Rome, Persia, India (Maurya and Gupta), China 
(Zhou, Qin, and Han), and the development of major world religions;  Supporting Standard 

 Persia:  Persian Empire founded by Cyrus the Great (known for his religious tolerance); Darius 
created provinces (satrapies) ruled by governors (satraps) to govern the various people within the 
vast empire.  The Royal Road helped connect the empire with a system of communication and was 
used to promote trade, along with a standard system of weights and measures. 

22.B Identify the influence of ideas regarding the right to a "trial by a jury of your peers" and the concepts of 
"innocent until proven guilty" and "equality before the law" that originated from the Judeo-Christian 
legal tradition and in Greece and Rome; Supporting Standard 

 Include Pericles and the influence of the Athenian assemblies which led to the development of a 
trial by a jury of your peers. 
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24.A Describe the changing roles of women, children, and families during major eras of world history; and 
Supporting Standard 

 Varied between city-states (Athens vs. Sparta)  

Sept. 
19/20 

Classical Civilizations (500 B.C.-A.D. 600): Greek Achievements/Alexander & Hellenistic 
Civilization 

27.E Identify the contributions of significant scientists such as Archimedes, Copernicus, Eratosthenes, Galileo, 
and Pythagoras, Robert Boyle, and Isaac Newton. Supporting Standard 

26.B 
 

Analyze examples of how art, architecture, literature, music, and drama reflect the history of the 
cultures in which they are produced; and Supporting Standard 

 Greece:  creation of drama; Sophocles – completed the first known tragedies 
 Greece:  Writing of History – Herodotus (Father of History) and Thucydides (non-bias historical 

writing) 

29.D 
 

Evaluate the validity of a source based on language, corroboration with other sources, and information 
about the author; 

 Greece:  Writing of History – Herodotus (Father of History) as a secondary source and Thucydides 
(non-bias historical writing) as a primary source 

 

29.E 
 

Identify bias in written, oral, and visual material; 
 Greece:  Writing of History – Herodotus (Father of History) and Thucydides (non-bias historical 

writing) 

25.B 
 
 
 

Summarize the fundamental ideas and institutions of Western civilizations that originated in Greece and 
Rome;  Supporting Standard 

 Greece:  Olympic games, Greek philosophy, influence of architecture on Romans and the west, and 
rise of democracy 

26.A 
 

Identify significant examples of art and architecture that demonstrate an artistic ideal or visual principle 
from selected cultures; Supporting Standard 

 Greece:  Parthenon on the Acropolis (columns); balance and order in architecture 

26.C Identify examples of art, music, and literature that transcend the cultures in which they were created 
and convey universal themes. Supporting Standard 

 Hellenistic culture (Hellenism) fused Greek culture with the cultures of Egypt, India, and Persian. 
 Greco-Roman culture 

27.A Identify the origin and diffusion of major ideas in mathematics, science, and technology that occurred in 
river valley civilizations, classical Greece and Rome, classical India, and the Islamic caliphates between 
700 and 1200 and in China from the Tang to Ming dynasties; Supporting Standard 

 Hellenistic Empire:  Alexandria, Egypt became the  center of science and scientists, including the 
fields of astronomy, mathematics, and engineering 

Sept. 
21/24 

Classical Civilizations (500 B.C.-A.D. 600): Rome 

3.A 
 
 
 

Describe the major political, religious/philosophical, and cultural influences of Persia, India, China, 
Israel, Greece, and Rome, including the development of monotheism, Judaism, and Christianity; 
Readiness Standard 

 Emphasize the role early civilizations played in the development of these classical societies and 
how later civilizations grew out of the classical civilizations. 

 Rome:  development of a republic with representatives, system of laws (Twelve Tables), and 
separation of powers (executive, legislative, and judicial); became a basis for later laws in the west. 

 Christianity:  was founded and spread throughout the Roman Empire 

19.B Identify the characteristics of the following political systems: theocracy, absolute monarchy, democracy, 
republic, oligarchy, limited monarchy, and totalitarianism. Readiness Standard 

 Note:  Clarify to students that pure political systems are rare today.  Today a country can be a 
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socialist democracy or a democratic republic.  Make this connection for teaching this TEK in future 
units. 

 Include oligarchy (rule by a few) aristocracy (rule by nobility) and tyranny (rule by one) in the 
development of democracy 

 Distinguish between direct and indirect democracy (rule by citizens) and a republic (rule by 
representatives elected by the people) 

 Include role of the Roman emperor in government 

20.A 
 

Explain the development of democratic-republican government from its beginnings in the Judeo-
Christian legal tradition and classical Greece and Rome through the English Civil War and the 
Enlightenment; Readiness Standard 

 The establishment of the rule of law (Twelve Tables) led to the creation of legal traditions (civil law 
applying to citizens only and law of nations applying to all people under Roman rule) and the rise 
of different forms of government (republic to empire).  The Roman legal system provided the 
foundation of American society and the development of a democratic-republican government 
(democracy).   

 Introduce 20.A with this unit and continue through the English Civil War, the Enlightenment, and 
the American Revolution.  Tie the rise of democratic-republican governments back to 19.A and 
19.B with the characteristics of major political systems.   

21.A 
 
 
 
 

 

Describe how people have participated in supporting or changing their governments; and  Supporting 
Standard 

 Additional rights gained by plebeians through the Roman tribunes (ability to appeal judgments, 
veto power, checks on power, more egalitarian government system, could be chosen as consuls, 
elected to high offices, and senators) 

 Common people gained broader access to power and safeguards for their rights.  Connect to 
founding principles of the U.S. Constitution.   

21.B Describe the rights and responsibilities of citizens and noncitizens in civic participation throughout 
history.; and Readiness Standard 

 Greece (varied from city-states):  citizens were free-born men who owned property while non-
citizens included women, slaves, and foreigners; 

 Greece and Rome:  rights included voting, passing laws, and speaking at public meetings; 
responsibilities included participation in government, paying taxes, serving in the military, and 
obeying the laws 

22.A Summarize the development of the rule of law from ancient to modern times; Supporting Standard 
 Twelve Tables 

22.B Identify the influence of ideas regarding the right to a "trial by a jury of your peers" and the concepts of 
"innocent until proven guilty" and "equality before the law" that originated from the Judeo-Christian 
legal tradition and in Greece and Rome; Supporting Standard 

 Connect Roman legal traditions to the basic principles of law in Western Europe and the United 
States. 

Sept. 
25/26 

Classical Civilizations (500 B.C.-A.D. 600): Rome 

25.B 
 
 
 

Summarize the fundamental ideas and institutions of Western civilizations that originated in Greece and 
Rome;  Supporting Standard 

 Rome: Christianity, legacy of the Roman legal system (civil law and the law of nations), republic, 
senate, checks and balances, and the veto 

24.A Describe the changing roles of women, children, and families during major eras of world history; and 
Supporting Standard 

 Women gained greater freedoms and influence in Roman society. 
 In early Christian communities, women served as teachers and administrators (later barred from 

any official role as the men dominated the Church).   
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Sept. 
27/28 

Classical Civilizations (500 B.C.-A.D. 600): Roman Achievements/Rise of Christianity 

26.A 
 

Identify significant examples of art and architecture that demonstrate an artistic ideal or visual principle 
from selected cultures; Supporting Standard 

 Rome:  Colosseum (arch) & the dome of the Pantheon; shift from idealism to realism in art and 
sculpture 

26.B 
 

Analyze examples of how art, architecture, literature, music, and drama reflect the history of the 
cultures in which they are produced; and Supporting Standard 

 Rome:  Romulus and Remus (origin story) 

26.C Identify examples of art, music, and literature that transcend the cultures in which they were created 
and convey universal themes. 

 Greco-Roman culture 

27.A Identify the origin and diffusion of major ideas in mathematics, science, and technology that occurred in 
river valley civilizations, classical Greece and Rome, classical India, and the Islamic caliphates between 
700 and 1200 and in China from the Tang to Ming dynasties; Supporting Standard 

 Rome:  architecture with the arch, dome, the use of concrete, aqueducts, and roads 

1.C 
 

Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 600 to 1450: the spread of Christianity, the decline of Rome and the formation of medieval 
Europe; the development of Islamic caliphates and their impact on Asia, Africa, and Europe; the Mongol 
invasions and their impact on Europe, China, India, and Southwest Asia; Supporting Standard 

 Spread of Christianity throughout the Roman Empire; the role of Peter, Paul, and the Pax Romana 
in the spread of Christianity; Constantine later made Christianity the official religion of the Roman 
Empire 

 A schism later developed in Christianity between Eastern Orthodoxy and the Catholic Church 

 Note:  review terminology (religion vs. denomination) 

3.A 
 
 
 

Describe the major political, religious/philosophical, and cultural influences of Persia, India, China, 
Israel, Greece, and Rome, including the development of monotheism, Judaism, and Christianity; 
Readiness Standard 

 Emphasize the role early civilizations played in the development of these classical societies and 
how later civilizations grew out of the classical civilizations. 

 Christianity:  was founded and spread throughout the Roman Empire 

23.A 
 
 

Describe the historical origins, central ideas, and spread of major religious and philosophical traditions, 
including Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and the 
development of monotheism; and  Readiness Standard 

 Connect the rise and spread of the religions to the needs of the people in the civilization during the 
post-classical period. 

 Christianity developed in Southwest Asia along the Mediterranean Sea and spread in the Roman 
Empire as it gained popularity with the poor and the  peasantry.  

23.B Identify examples of religious influence on various events referenced in the major eras of world history. 
Supporting Standard 

 Spread of Christianity, persecution of Christians, emperors conversion to Christianity, Constantine 
and the Edict of Milan, and Theodosius and the rise of Christianity as the sole religion in the Roman 
Empire 

Oct. 1/2 Classical Civilizations (500 B.C.-A.D. 600): Fall of Rome 

 Unit Review 

1.C 
 

Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 600 to 1450: the spread of Christianity, the decline of Rome and the formation of medieval 
Europe; the development of Islamic caliphates and their impact on Asia, Africa, and Europe; the Mongol 
invasions and their impact on Europe, China, India, and Southwest Asia; Supporting Standard 



World History Day by Day 2012-2013 Fall 

 

3.B 
 

Explain the impact of the fall of Rome on Western Europe; and Supporting Standard 
 Many factors led to the decline of Western Europe and the rise of feudalism in medieval Europe 

during the later post-classical period. This includes a disruption of interregional trade, the decline 
of urban centers (cities), the loss of a central government, a shift from an urban population a rural 
population, and a decline of knowledge and learning. 

3.C Compare the factors that led to the collapse of Rome and Han China. Supporting Standard 
 Corruption in the government, instability, size of the empires (too large to govern effectively), 

invasions from barbarian tribes, social inequality (rich/poor gap), high taxes, inequality in 
landownership with peasant revolts, decline of morals and values, unemployment and inflation, 
and decline of cities 

 AP classes:  must also compare and contrast the decline of other classical civilizations 

Oct. 3/4 Test: Classical Civilizations (500 B.C.-A.D. 600) 

Oct. 5/9 Post Classical (600-1450): Rise of Byzantine Empire 

16.A Locate places and regions of historical significance directly related to major eras and turning points in 
world history; Supporting Standard 

4.A 
 

Explain the development of Christianity as a unifying social and political factor in medieval Europe and 
the Byzantine Empire; Readiness Standard 

 The church survived the fall of the Roman Empire as a major institution. 

 Byzantine Empire:  Constantine moved the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire to Byzantium and 
renamed it Constantinople; emperors, such as Justinian, established control over the Eastern 
Orthodox Church.   

4.B 
 

Explain the characteristics of Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy; Supporting Standard 

 The Schism of 1054 divided (split) the Eastern and Western Churches into the Roman Catholic 
Church led by the pope in the West and the Orthodox Church led by the patriarch in the East. 

 Roman Catholicism:  pope has authority over rulers and appoints bishops; use of Latin as the main 
language; priests cannot marry; divorces are not permitted; Christmas celebrated as the main 
Christian holiday 

 Eastern Orthodox:  patriarch and other bishops led the church with influence from the emperor; 
use of Greek as the main language; priests are allowed to marry; divorces are allowed with church 
approval (stipulations); Easter celebrated as the main Christian holiday 

20.B 
 

 
 

Identify the impact of political and legal ideas contained in the following documents: Hammurabi's Code, 
the Jewish Ten Commandments, Justinian's Code of Laws, Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, the 
Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the 
Citizen; Supporting Standard 

22.A 
 

 

Summarize the development of the rule of law from ancient to modern times;  Supporting Standard 
 Justinian’s Code of Laws further reorganized previous law codes (including Roman law) and later 

impacted Western Europe and the United States  

26.A 
 

Identify significant examples of art and architecture that demonstrate an artistic ideal or visual principle 
from selected cultures; Supporting Standard 

 Eastern/Byzantine World:  Hagia Sophia (shows the connection between church and state) and the 
Hagia Sophia is an example of cultural syncretism 

 Begin Medieval Europe 

1.C 
 
 

 

Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 600 to 1450: the spread of Christianity, the decline of Rome and the formation of medieval 
Europe; the development of Islamic caliphates and their impact on Asia, Africa, and Europe; the Mongol 
invasions and their impact on Europe, China, India, and Southwest Asia; Supporting Standard 

 Europe:  Absence of a strong central government resulted in people turning to the Church for 
spiritual needs and physical protection from invaders 
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3.B 
 

Explain the impact of the fall of Rome on Western Europe; and Supporting Standard 
 Many factors led to the fragmentation of Western Europe and the rise of feudalism. 
 The decline of government, economy, and society as well as the loss of Roman achievements led 

to the medieval period in Western Europe.   

4.A 
 

Explain the development of Christianity as a unifying social and political factor in medieval Europe and 
the Byzantine Empire; Readiness Standard 

 The church survived the fall of the Roman Empire as a major institution. 

 Medieval Europe:  the Church was the unifying social and political force for medieval Europe as 
shown through missionary activity; Christianity united the Germanic tribes of Western Europe 
through the role of Clovis and Charlemagne; the church preserved learning as the major source of 
literacy during the dark ages (low middle ages); significant political influence on rulers in Western 
Europe 

 Lay the foundation of the power of the Church here in order to connect it later to reform 
movements with the Reformation and the Age of Exploration.   

4.C Describe the major characteristics of and the factors contributing to the development of the 
political/social system of feudalism and the economic system of manorialism Readiness Standard 

 Feudalism:  political and economic system; fragmented government due to absence of a strong 
central government;  feudal hierarchy between social classes 

 AP Classes:  must also compare and contrast European feudalism to Japanese feudalism 
 Manorialism:  economic system based on self-sufficiency and little to no trade 

23.B Identify examples of religious influence on various events referenced in the major eras of world history. 
Supporting Standard 

 The medieval church as a unifying force 
 The church was both a religious and social center where people met for service, social gatherings, 

and festive celebrations.  The Church performed social services such as caring for the sick and the 
poor.   

Oct. 8 Staff Development/Student Holiday 

Oct. 
10/11 

Post Classical (600-1450): Medieval Europe 

22.B Identify the influence of ideas regarding the right to a "trial by a jury of your peers" and the concepts of 
"innocent until proven guilty" and "equality before the law" that originated from the Judeo-Christian 
legal tradition and in Greece and Rome; Supporting Standard 

 The ideas of Henry II laid the foundation of common law and trial juries.   

23.A 
 

 

Describe the historical origins, central ideas, and spread of major religious and philosophical traditions, 
including Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and the 
development of monotheism; and  Readiness Standard 

19.B Identify the characteristics of the following political systems: theocracy, absolute monarchy, democracy, 
republic, oligarchy, limited monarchy, and totalitarianism. Readiness Standard 

 As feudalism declined, the power of the monarchs increased and the power of the Church 
declined. Some nation-states were ruled as absolute monarchs with sole power.  In other nation-
states, the power of monarchs was occasionally limited to protect the rights of citizens.   

 The rise of limited monarchy (Magna Carta in 1215) 

20.B 
 

 
 

Identify the impact of political and legal ideas contained in the following documents: Hammurabi's Code, 
the Jewish Ten Commandments, Justinian's Code of Laws, Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, the 
Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the 
Citizen; Supporting Standard 
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20.C Explain the political philosophies of individuals such as John Locke, Thomas Hobbes, Voltaire, Charles de 
Montesquieu, Jean Jacques Rousseau, Thomas Aquinas, Thomas Jefferson, John Calvin, and William 
Blackstone; and Supporting Standard 

 Semi-theologian whose ideas were not dictated by the Church (faith versus reason); truth is known 
through faith and reason 

22.A 
 

 

Summarize the development of the rule of law from ancient to modern times;  Supporting Standard 
 English common law influenced the rule of law in the American colonies. 
 The Magna Carta limited the power of the monarchy and acknowledged peoples’ basic legal rights.   

4.G Explain how the Crusades, the Black Death, the Hundred Years' War, and the Great Schism contributed 
to the end of medieval Europe; Readiness Standard 

 Place emphasis on the Crusades and the Black Death (more of the impact of interactions, 
technology, and economic expansion) and focus on the decline of medieval institutions 

 Crusades:  return of interregional trade helped restore the power of Europe and created 
conditions that would lead to the Renaissance, Reformation, and the Age of Exploration (connect 
the effects of the crusades to the rise of nation-states, the introduction of capitalism and the rise 
of a powerful merchant class);  the power of the Pope and Church declined resulting in questions 
on the authority of the Church 

 Black Death:  feudalism and manorialism collapsed as peasants left manors in search of paid labor 
due to large population losses in the region and high demand for labor; growth in peasant 
rebellions; decrease in the status and influence of the church  

 Hundred Years War:  new weaponry and technology changed the nature of warfare; use of paid 
armies by monarchs; the monarchs in England and France were recognized as national leaders, 
increasing nationalism in the nation-states; the power of Parliament in England was strengthened 
after the war as the monarchs frequently called upon the body to increase taxes to finance wars 
(“power of the purse”) 

 Great Schism:  demonstrated the corruption of the Catholic Church and indicated a decline in the 
power of the Church; the schism led to a split in the Catholic Church, two competing popes, and 
demands for reform due to abuses of power (be sure to clarify the difference between this schism 
and the one of 1054) 

 John Wycliffe challenged the power of the pope and Jan Huss believed the authority of the Bible 
was higher than the authority of the pope (connect to causes of the Reformation) 

23.B Identify examples of religious influence on various events referenced in the major eras of world history. 
Supporting Standard 

 Crusades 

24.B Describe the major influences of women during major eras of world history such as Elizabeth I, Queen 
Victoria, Mother Teresa, Indira Gandhi, Margaret Thatcher, and Golda Meir. Supporting Standard 

 Joan of Arc   

26.A 
 

Identify significant examples of art and architecture that demonstrate an artistic ideal or visual principle 
from selected cultures; Supporting Standard 

 Western/Catholic World: Danse Macabre (Dance of Death) and obsession with the Black Death; 
Cathedrals (Gothic versus Romanesque) with flying buttresses; stained glass windows 

Oct. 
12/15 

Post Classical (600-1450): Islamic World 

23.A 
 

 

Describe the historical origins, central ideas, and spread of major religious and philosophical traditions, 
including Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and the 
development of monotheism; and  Readiness Standard 

25.D Explain how Islam influences law and government in the Muslim world. Supporting Standard 
 The Sharia regulated moral conduct, family life, business practices, government, and other aspects 

of a Muslim community; applied the Qur’an to all legal situations. 
 Interpretation of Sharia varies between Sunni and Shi’a sects of Islam 
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26.A 
 

Identify significant examples of art and architecture that demonstrate an artistic ideal or visual principle 
from selected cultures; Supporting Standard 

 Muslim World: mosques and minarets 

1.C 
 
 

 

Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 600 to 1450: the spread of Christianity, the decline of Rome and the formation of medieval 
Europe; the development of Islamic caliphates and their impact on Asia, Africa, and Europe; the Mongol 
invasions and their impact on Europe, China, India, and Southwest Asia; Supporting Standard 

 Islamic caliphates:  Umayyad, Abbasid 

4.D Explain the political, economic, and social impact of Islam on Europe; Asia; and Africa; Readiness 
Standard 

 Islam spread through trade, warfare, and missionary activities of the Sufis, resulting in an 
incredibly diverse empire with strong trade connections.  While Western Europe was unified under 
Christianity, it lacked the connections necessary to promote interregional trade and join the major 
trade networks of the time.   

 Europe:  Islamic groups established control over Spain (connect back to the Umayyad) and 
flourished in a golden age, including the preservation of Greek and Roman heritage which was 
later shared with Europeans (connect to the Renaissance); the Muslim invasion of Europe was 
halted by their defeat by Charles Martel and the Franks at the Battle of Tours in 732; the Muslims 
spread ideas and technology to Europe (connect to Crusades), which revived trade and helped 
bring an end to the Middle Ages in Europe. 

27.A Identify the origin and diffusion of major ideas in mathematics, science, and technology that occurred in 
river valley civilizations, classical Greece and Rome, classical India, and the Islamic caliphates between 
700 and 1200 and in China from the Tang to Ming dynasties;  Supporting Standard 

 Islamic Caliphates:  Baghdad (House of Wisdom) that preserved and translated scientific and 
medical documents into Arabic; astrolabe; algebra 

4.E Describe the interactions between Muslim, Christian, and Jewish societies in Europe, Asia, and North 
Africa; Supporting Standard 

 The effects of the Crusades (as a whole) on trade and spread of technology/ achievements is a 
main focus for this TEK. 

 The appeal of Islam to lower classes and not having to pay the head tax were reasons for people 
converting to Islam.  Because they worshiped God, Christians and Jews (“people of the book”) 
played prominent roles in Muslim states (government officials and scholars).  Cultural diffusion led 
to achievements in art and science in Muslin-controlled cities and helped contribute to an Islamic 
golden age.   

 Europe:  The Muslim invasion of Spain in the 700s led to a golden age in scientific and artistic 
achievement; the Reconquista drove the Muslims out of Spain in 1492; the Spanish Inquisition led 
to torture and removal of Muslims and Jews to later create a Catholic state. 

 Asia:  The Crusades led to conflicts between Christians and Muslims; the Muslims conquered 
Constantinople in 1453 and established the Ottoman Empire. 

4.F Describe the interactions between Muslim and Hindu societies in South Asia; Supporting Standard 

 By the 700s, Muslim invaders crossed the Khyber Pass to invade northwestern India. 

 Turkish Muslims invaded India in the 1000s conquering the region, destroying temples and killing 
many Hindus.  The Delhi Sultanate was later established in northern and central India.  They ruled 
for over 300 years and established Islam as the main religion of the region.  Islam appealed to 
lower castes that were eager to convert but was resented by the upper castes.   

 The Muslims generally did not adopt Hindu ways and kept to their traditions.   

 In the later 1300s, Tamerlane (connect to the Mongols) destroyed Delhi and murdered its people, 
in effect, ending the rule of the Delhi Sultanate and allowing the return of traditional Hindu beliefs 
and customs in South Asia.     
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16.B Analyze the influence of human and physical geographic factors on major events in world history, 
including the development of river valley civilizations, trade in the Indian Ocean, and the opening of the 
Panama and Suez canals; and Readiness Standard 

 The Indian Ocean trade network was a major trade route during the post-classical period and 
facilitated interaction between many empires.   

23.B Identify examples of religious influence on various events referenced in the major eras of world history. 
Supporting Standard 

 Crusades 
 Conflict between Muslims and Hindus 

24.A Describe the changing roles of women, children, and families during major eras of world history; and 
Supporting Standard 

 After Muhammad, seclusion and veiling of upper-class women in Islamic societies 

Oct. 16 Overflow/History Channel: Dark Ages 

Oct. 17 B Day Only: PSAT-All 10th & 11th Grade (After PSAT: Alternative Schedule) 

Oct. 
18/19 

Post Classical (600-1450): Africa 

23.A 
 

 

Describe the historical origins, central ideas, and spread of major religious and philosophical traditions, 
including Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and the 
development of monotheism; and  Readiness Standard 

4.D Explain the political, economic, and social impact of Islam on Europe; Asia; and Africa; Readiness 
Standard 

 Islam spread through trade, warfare, and missionary activities of the Sufis, resulting in an 
incredibly diverse empire with strong trade connections.  While Western Europe was unified under 
Christianity, it lacked the connections necessary to promote interregional trade and join the major 
trade networks of the time.   

 Africa:  Arab merchants settled in port cities (enclaves) in East Africa mixing Arabic with the Bantu 
language to create Swahili (region becomes known as the Swahili Coast); the gold-salt trade 
between North Africa and West Africa led to the spread of Islam to the West African kingdoms 
(Ghana, Mali, Songhai); Islam spread across sub-Sahara Africa creating the Trans-Saharan trade 
route; during this time, the slave trade grew in Africa.   

4.E Describe the interactions between Muslim, Christian, and Jewish societies in Europe, Asia, and North 
Africa; Supporting Standard 

 The appeal of Islam to lower classes and not having to pay the head tax were reasons for people 
converting to Islam.  Because they worshiped God, Christians and Jews (“people of the book”) 
played prominent roles in Muslim states (government officials and scholars).  Cultural diffusion led 
to achievements in art and science in Muslin-controlled cities and helped contribute to an Islamic 
golden age.   

 North Africa:  The Fatimid dynasty was set up in North Africa; Berbers, who had originally been 
Christian and Jewish, converted to Islam in the 600s; later, North Africa Muslims helped establish 
trade with West African kingdoms and spread Islam. 

4.I Explain the development of the slave trade; Supporting Standard 

 The slave trade originated with Muslim and rulers/merchants in Africa and the Middle East before 
continuing across the Atlantic.  The first major development occurs in the 600s when Islamic 
traders exchanged goods for African slaves.  The slaves were then sent to Southwest Asia. 

 The Sudan had no gold so the people there were taken as slaves. 

 Muslim African rulers enslaved non-Muslims but slaves in African and Muslim societies had legal 
protection and many had the opportunity to convert to Islam and gain their freedom. 
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4.J Analyze how the Silk Road and the African gold-salt trade facilitated the spread of ideas and trade; and 
Readiness Standard 

 African Gold-Salt Trade:  trade in Africa also resulted in the spread of Islam, particularly with elite 
groups, creating religious diversity within the continent; merchants from the Sahara took salt to 
West Africa (sub-Sahara) in exchange for gold and other items, including people; cloth and 
weapons from the Mediterranean were shipped to West Africa; powerful West African kingdoms 
(Ghana, Mali, and Songhai) rose to become wealthy trading empires who dominated the gold-salt 
trade or trans-Saharan trade 

 Interactions between Europe and Africa during this time period will contribute to the Atlantic Slave 
Trade in the next era but not end the slave trade occurring in Southwest Asia.   

24.A Describe the changing roles of women, children, and families during major eras of world history; and 
Supporting Standard 

 Women enjoyed more freedom and rights in Muslim Africa 

Oct. 19 End of 1st Nine Weeks 

Oct. 
22/23 

Post Classical (600-1450): Asia 

4.D Explain the political, economic, and social impact of Islam on Europe; Asia; and Africa; Readiness 
Standard 

 Islam spread through trade, warfare, and missionary activities of the Sufis, resulting in an 
incredibly diverse empire with strong trade connections.  While Western Europe was unified under 
Christianity, it lacked the connections necessary to promote interregional trade and join the major 
trade networks of the time.   

 Asia:  Islam grew from a religious community centered in Southwest Asia to an political empire 
with interactions with Persian, Turkic, and Indian cultures (as well as others)as the faith spread 
along the Silk Road and the Indian Ocean trade network; Mongol invasions of the Abbasids 
resulted in the sacking of Baghdad. 

4.H Summarize the major political, economic, and cultural developments in Tang and Song China and their 
impact on Eastern Asia; Readiness Standard 

 Sui: began Grand Canal which is completed by the Tang as a waterway between the two major 
rivers in China to encourage trade and transportation 

 Tang:   
o Political developments –China’s border’s were extended north to Manchuria, south to 

Vietnam, and east to the Aral Sea, influence of China on Korea (tributary states), civil 
service exams are required for scholar-bureaucrats in order obtain jobs in government as 
the bureaucracy was rebuilt and expanded; system of land reform to redistribute land to 
the peasants 

o Economic developments – Silk Road trade expanded to more foreign nations, tea 
introduced from Southeast Asia, and new inventions, such as porcelain (china), mechanical 
clocks, block printing, and gunpowder, all increased trade and spread further into East Asia 

o Cultural developments – Buddhism spread through trade network to Japan, Korea, and 
Vietnam (tributary states), increased social mobility for population and movement to cities 
occurred (rise in urbanization), and the decline in the status of women occurred, including 
foot binding as part of Confucian beliefs; golden age of art that occurred in conjunction 
with the Islamic golden age 

 Song:   
o Political developments – capital city moved to Hangzhou; rule limited to southern China 

after Tang losses in Central Asia and Manchuria; dynasty ruled by Confucian ideas 
including the use of civil service exams for scholar-bureaucrats 

o Economic developments – growth of foreign trade, paper money (and flying paper) 
introduced, food surplus increases due to a fast-growing rice from Vietnam (champa 
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rice)that would support a growing population; moveable type spread to Japan and Korea, 
improved sailing technology, such as the magnetic compass, led to the growth of trade in 
the Indian Ocean as well as Chinese exploration; China’s population was at 100 million 
with ten cities having at least 1 million people on the verge of an industrial revolution 

o Cultural developments – reached new heights in Chinese art with natural landscapes and 
objects drawn with black ink; golden age of art and literature that occurred in conjunction 
with the Islamic golden age 

4.J Analyze how the Silk Road and the African gold-salt trade facilitated the spread of ideas and trade; and 
Readiness Standard 

 Silk Road:  long-distance trade route from China through Southwest Asia that connected to other 
trade routes, eventually connecting to the West (including the Mediterranean Sea route); silk, 
spices, tea, porcelain, and other products were transported from the East (connect to the 
Tang/Song dynasties); Indian and Islamic traders grew wealthy by acting as middlemen between 
the different routes; cultural diffusion occurred as ideas were shared, such as the spread of 
religion (Buddhism and Islam) as well as political ideas; the spread of diseases such as the Black 
Plague also occurred along the Silk Road  

16.B Analyze the influence of human and physical geographic factors on major events in world history, 
including the development of river valley civilizations, trade in the Indian Ocean, and the opening of the 
Panama and Suez canals; and Readiness Standard 

 Grand Canal of the Sui finished by the Tang 

24.A Describe the changing roles of women, children, and families during major eras of world history; and 
Supporting Standard 

 Foot binding in China 

27.A Identify the origin and diffusion of major ideas in mathematics, science, and technology that occurred in 
river valley civilizations, classical Greece and Rome, classical India, and the Islamic caliphates between 
700 and 1200 and in China from the Tang to Ming dynasties;  Supporting Standard 

 Tang China:  porcelain, moveable type, gunpowder, mechanical clock, paper money, magnetic 
compass 

Oct. 
24/25 

Post Classical (600-1450): Mongols 

4.K Summarize the changes resulting from the Mongol invasions of Russia, China, and the Islamic world. 
Readiness Standard 

 The Mongols created the world’s largest land-based empire and facilitated trade along the Silk 
Road, resulting in cultural diffusion. They expanded trade routes and guaranteed safety along the 
Silk Road.  While their military tactics were revolutionary for the time, that should not be the focus 
of this TEK. 

 Russia:  absolute power of Mongol rulers became a model for later Russian rulers; increase in 
serfdom that would be the norm in Russian society until the 1860s; Golden (or Yellow) Horde; 
Russian religion and culture was allowed to flourish as long as tributes were paid; isolation from 
Western Europe prevented the spread of new ideas and inventions, resulting in Russia lagging 
behind European nations in later developments; Moscow emerges as a major city, and Ivan III 
assumed the title of czar 

 China:  northern China was conquered by Ogadi (Genghis Khan’s son) in 1234; Kublai Khan, 
completed the capture of southern China, uniting it for the first time in 300 years; brought political 
stability after the collapse of the Song; Islamic government officials brought in to replace the 
scholar-gentry in the bureaucracy; opened China to foreigners and trade with the assistance of 
Marco Polo; technology spread to Europe from China along the Silk Road, resulting in later 
European exploration using technologies of the Chinese; known as the Yuan dynasty 

 Islamic world:  Hulagu (grandson of Genghis Khan) captured Baghdad, resulting in the deaths of 
thousands of people and the end of the Abbasid dynasty (connect back to Islamic caliphates); the 
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Muslim core lands were destroyed and many Mongols converted to Islam; end of the Seljuk 
Turkish rule after the capture of the Sultanate of Rum in Anatolia ended the Islamic caliphates; 
poor administration of captured regions led to the dissolution of the Mongol empire and the rise 
of the Ottoman Turks; Timur the Lame (Tamerlane) moves into South Asia and defeated a Muslim 
kingdom (connect to the Delhi Sultanate) 

 Pax Mongolica:  brought peace extending from Eastern Europe to China by providing political 
stability  

 The decline of the Mongols helped bring about an end to the post-classical period and marked the 
end of nomadic threats to sedentary societies. This is a major turning point in world history. 

1.C 
 
 

 

Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 600 to 1450: the spread of Christianity, the decline of Rome and the formation of medieval 
Europe; the development of Islamic caliphates and their impact on Asia, Africa, and Europe; the Mongol 
invasions and their impact on Europe, China, India, and Southwest Asia; Supporting Standard 

 Mongols:  end of major nomadic empires in world history 

4.D Explain the political, economic, and social impact of Islam on Europe; Asia; and Africa; Readiness 
Standard 

 Asia:  Islam grew from a religious community centered in Southwest Asia to an political empire 
with interactions with Persian, Turkic, and Indian cultures (as well as others)as the faith spread 
along the Silk Road and the Indian Ocean trade network; Mongol invasions of the Abbasids 
resulted in the sacking of Baghdad. 

4.F Describe the interactions between Muslim and Hindu societies in South Asia; Supporting Standard 

 In the later 1300s, Tamerlane (connect to the Mongols) destroyed Delhi and murdered its people, 
in effect, ending the rule of the Delhi Sultanate and allowing the return of traditional Hindu beliefs 
and customs in South Asia.     

24.A Describe the changing roles of women, children, and families during major eras of world history; and 
Supporting Standard 

 Generally more rights and privileges for women under Mongol rule since it’s a nomadic society 
with the exception of the subjugation of women in Mongol Russia 

Oct. 
26/29 

Wrap-up Post Classical with end of Middle Ages; Review 

Oct. 
30/31 

Test: Post Classical (600-1450) 

Nov. 
1/2 

Connecting Hemispheres (1450 – 1750): Renaissance 

 

1.D Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 1450 to 1750: the rise of the Ottoman Empire, the influence of the Ming dynasty on world 
trade, European exploration and the Columbian Exchange, European expansion, and the Renaissance 
and the Reformation; Supporting Standard 

5.A Explain the political, intellectual, artistic, economic, and religious impact of the Renaissance; and; 
Readiness Standard 

 Revival of trade after the Crusades allowed for economic growth in key  
Italian city-states, where the Renaissance began, and later spread to Northern Europe due to 
economic growth and prosperity.  Without the interactions between the east and the west this 
would have been difficult to achieve.   

 Emphasize that the Renaissance is occurring simultaneously with the European Age of Exploration 

 Growth of the arts through patronage (financial support of artists) 

 Greco-Roman classical heritage preserved through writings (connect back to interactions with 
Muslims) and physical location of Italy as the birthplace of the Renaissance 

 Role of humanism with emphasis on potential achievement of humans 

 Decline in the power of the Church as followers begin to demand reform 
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25.C Explain the relationship among Christianity, individualism, and growing secularism that began with the 
Renaissance and how the relationship influenced subsequent political developments; and Supporting 
Standard 

 During the Renaissance, there was a renewed interest in classical Greek and Roman learning and 
texts which focused on humanism. This did not, necessarily, align with Church teachings.  The 
humanist movement promoted secularism, where a more worldly view of society is observed 
fostering a sense of individualism which led to the Protestant Reformation.  Trade had increased 
the wealth of a growing merchant class and middle class.   

 The Renaissance, role of Christianity, and the Protestant Reformation led to an increase in 
secularism and individualism because of the ideas promoted and the conflict over religion.  All of 
this led to a growing separation of church and state. 

 The role of the individual in a society gave rise to democratic ideas, such as the freedom of speech 
and the freedom of press as seen in later revolutions. 

27.C Explain the impact of the printing press on the Renaissance and the Reformation in Europe; Supporting 
Standard  

 Renaissance:  the mass production of books and other printed materials were cheap enough so the 
average individual could afford to purchase them (make connection back to Tang and Song China 
with the first moveable type); literacy rose as more people began to read printed text; printing in 
the vernacular made it easier for people who did not have a formal education to read; increased 
literacy led to people reading about a variety of topics and thinking about the role religion, science, 
and government in their lives. 

26.A 
 

Identify significant examples of art and architecture that demonstrate an artistic ideal or visual principle 
from selected cultures; Supporting Standard 

 Michelangelo (ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, David, The Pieta) 
 Leonardo da Vinci (Mona Lisa, The Last Supper) 
 Raphael (School of Athens, The Madonnas) 
 Single-point perspective 

26.B 
 

Analyze examples of how art, architecture, literature, music, and drama reflect the history of the 
cultures in which they are produced; and Supporting Standard 

 Renaissance:  humanism, importance of religion in art 
 Literature:  Machiavelli and The Prince, Castiglione and The Book of the Courtier, the works of 

Shakespeare 

Nov. 
5/6 

Connecting Hemispheres (1450 – 1750): Reformation 

 

1.D Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 1450 to 1750: the rise of the Ottoman Empire, the influence of the Ming dynasty on world 
trade, European exploration and the Columbian Exchange, European expansion, and the Renaissance 
and the Reformation; Supporting Standard 

5.B Explain the political, intellectual, artistic, economic, and religious impact of the Reformation. Readiness 
Standard 

 Breakup of the power of the Catholic Church (connect back to events in the post-classical period 
such as the Crusades, Black Plagues, Hundred Years War) 

 Martin Luther’s 95 Thesis led to the division within the Christian church and the rise of 
Protestantism (connect this to the printing press and rise of literacy rates leading to reform 
movements). 

 John Calvin’s ideas on predestination resulted in competing ideas on Church doctrine and reform. 

 Religious wars broke out in Europe as fighting became common between Catholics and 
Protestants. 

 The Catholic Church reformed itself to stop the decline of power and led a Counter Reformation.  
Previous attempts to reform the Church had been unsuccessful.  The Reformation did weaken the 
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power of the Catholic Church but it remained wealthy and influential with many Europeans. 

 Henry III of England established the Church of England with the monarch as the head of the church 
and state. 

 Questioning the power of the Church will later lead to people questioning the power of their 
monarchs. 

20.C Explain the political philosophies of individuals such as John Locke, Thomas Hobbes, Voltaire, Charles de 
Montesquieu, Jean Jacques Rousseau, Thomas Aquinas, Thomas Jefferson, John Calvin, and William 
Blackstone; and  Supporting Standard 

 Calvin’s ideas inspired Puritans to travel to the New World to escape religious persecution and 
establish colonies. 

 Founding principle of the United States: government and religion should be connected; religious 
principles should be applied to uphold the laws of men 

24.B Describe the major influences of women during major eras of world history such as Elizabeth I, Queen 
Victoria, Mother Teresa, Indira Gandhi, Margaret Thatcher, and Golda Meir. Supporting Standard 

 Elizabeth I:  Queen of England who restored Protestantism to her nation and defeated the Spanish 
Armada, which then solidified England as a major naval power.   

25.C Explain the relationship among Christianity, individualism, and growing secularism that began with the 
Renaissance and how the relationship influenced subsequent political developments; and Supporting 
Standard 

 During the Renaissance, there was a renewed interest in classical Greek and Roman learning and 
texts which focused on humanism. This did not, necessarily, align with Church teachings.  The 
humanist movement promoted secularism, where a more worldly view of society is observed 
fostering a sense of individualism which led to the Protestant Reformation.  Trade had increased 
the wealth of a growing merchant class and middle class.   

 The Renaissance, role of Christianity, and the Protestant Reformation led to an increase in 
secularism and individualism because of the ideas promoted and the conflict over religion.  All of 
this led to a growing separation of church and state. 

 The role of the individual in a society gave rise to democratic ideas, such as the freedom of speech 
and the freedom of press as seen in later revolutions. 

27.C Explain the impact of the printing press on the Renaissance and the Reformation in Europe; Supporting 
Standard  

 Reformation:  printing the Bible in vernacular languages led to people interpreting the holy text for 
themselves; this led to criticisms of the Church and demands for reform 

Nov. 
7/8 

Connecting Hemispheres (1450 – 1750): South Asia & Sikhism 

 

4.F Describe the interactions between Muslim and Hindu societies in South Asia; Supporting Standard 

 The interaction between Muslims and Hindus led to the rise of Sikhism.  

 Babur:  created the Mughal Empire (taken from the name Mongol) after defeating the Sultan of 
Delhi; was a descendant of Tamerlane and Genghis Khan; Muslim empire with close ties to Safavid 
Persia 

 Akbar the Great: divided his government into provinces and gave Hindus high positions in 
government, advocated for religious toleration for Hindus and non-Muslims, ended taxation on 
Hindu pilgrims and on non-Muslims, the interactions between Arabic, Persian, and Hindu cultures 
led to new developments in art and architecture, established a golden age in South Asia.   

 Shah Jahan:  built the Taj Mahal as a tomb for his wife and is an example of monumental 
architecture and blends Persian, Islamic, and Indian styles; 

 Aurangzeb:  expanded the Mughal empire throughout most of the Indian subcontinent; harsher 
rule for the Hindus including the destruction of temples, special taxation on pilgrimages and the 
dismissal of Hindus from government positions;  religious intolerance led to the Sikhs breaking 
away and establishing a separate state in Punjab; turned over Bombay to Britain and the British 
East India Company, which led to the beginning of British conquest of South Asia (India) 
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23.A Describe the historical origins, central ideas, and spread of major religious and philosophical traditions, 
including Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and the 
development of monotheism; and  Readiness Standard 

 Sikhism originated in Punjab (Northern India) and is based on the teachings of Guru Nanak Dev.   
 Developed because of interactions between Muslims and Hindus (connect to 4.F); believe in 

reincarnation (like Hindus) and one God known through meditation (like Muslims) 
 Believe that everyone was equal in the eyes of God and rejects discrimination on the basis of caste, 

gender, or faith; faith focuses on moderation 
 Believe that a close and loving relationship with God 
 5 K’s:  all Sikhs must wear articles of faith 

Nov. 
9/12 

World History Fall Benchmark 

Nov. 
13/ 14 

Connecting Hemispheres (1450 – 1750): Trading Empires: Ottoman Empire 

 
1.D Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 

history from 1450 to 1750: the rise of the Ottoman Empire, the influence of the Ming dynasty on world 
trade, European exploration and the Columbian Exchange, European expansion, and the Renaissance 
and the Reformation; Supporting Standard 

 Connect the Ottoman Empire to the fall of the Byzantine Empire and focus on their impact on 
trade.  Also, introduce how the Ottomans allowed some autonomy for Christians and Jews, as well 
as the role of the Janissaries as a military force in the Ottoman Empire. 

4.D Explain the political, economic, and social impact of Islam on Europe; Asia; and Africa; Readiness 
Standard 

 The Ottoman Empire formed in modern-day Turkey and lasted until the end of WWI; captured 
Constantinople (1453) and renamed it Istanbul; captured Mecca, Medina, and Cairo; controlled 
trade in the Mediterranean and interfered with European trade in Asia; Reunited all of the Muslim 
world under their control except for Persia and Afghanistan – important to note that the Ottomans 
were Turkish in descent but religiously practiced Islam (reinforces the idea that not all Muslims are 
Arabs). 

 Early Ottoman Empire was well-organized, assisted by the Janissaries, culturally diverse, and gave 
autonomy to some local leaders, which promoted prosperity and trade in the region.   

 Ottoman Empire reached its height under Suleiman the Magnificent in the 16th century. 

 AP classes:  must identify and describe gunpowder empires during this time period 

7.D 
 

Explain the impact of the Ottoman Empire on Eastern Europe and global trade; Readiness Standard 
 Eastern Europe:  Constantinople was conquered in 1453 and the city was renamed Istanbul which 

became a major crossroads of trade controlled by the Ottomans; Suleiman the Magnificent 
advanced into Hungary and Austria in 1525, but was stopped with the Siege of Vienna in 1529 
when the Ottomans are defeated.   

 Alternative trade routes appeared (including some land-based), which dominated until the time of 
European exploration.   

 Christian boys for Eastern Europe were recruited and trained as an elite fighting force and some 
rose to high positions in the Ottoman government.   

 Caravanserai (roadside inns/hostels) network assured safety for traveling merchants (connect back 
to Classical 3.A); sea trade with spices, wheat, and lumber occurred throughout the 
Mediterranean, Aegean, Black and Red seas, and the Persian Gulf. 

16.B Analyze the influence of human and physical geographic factors on major events in world history, 
including the development of river valley civilizations, trade in the Indian Ocean, and the opening of the 
Panama and Suez canals; and  Readiness Standard 

 Trade routes connected ports in India, the Middle East, China, and Africa 

 Monsoon seasons and the direction of the winds affected the timing of voyages. 

 European voyages of brought spices from the East Indies and contributed to the Commercial Revolution in Europe. 
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Nov. 
15/16 

Connecting Hemispheres (1450 – 1750): Trading Empires: Ming China 

 

1.D Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 1450 to 1750: the rise of the Ottoman Empire, the influence of the Ming dynasty on world 
trade, European exploration and the Columbian Exchange, European expansion, and the Renaissance 
and the Reformation; Supporting Standard 

 Ming dynasty’s influence on world trade; impress the world with Chinese achievements in return 
for silver and the expansion of China’s tribute system; Europeans travel to China with tributes as 
well as other foreign powers 

7.E 
 

Explain Ming China's impact on global trade; and Readiness Standard 
 China gained control of the majority of the world’s silver supply because they considered foreign 

products inferior and wanted the precious metals instead. 
 The high demand for silver spurred the global economy and funded wars in Europe but also caused 

problems such as inflation; silver sources came from Spanish mines South America and Japanese 
mines. 

 Zheng He’s explorations on the junks for Ming China were intended to created economic ties 
between China and foreign powers in the Indian Ocean.  After his death, Confucian scholars 
demanded an end to exploration and China turned to isolation (limited trade to only a few ports in 
the south of China). This allowed the Portuguese merchants an opportunity to advance in the 
Indian Ocean region (connect to European exploration).   

Nov. 19 -
23 

Thanksgiving Break! 

Nov. 
26/27 

Connecting Hemispheres (1450 – 1750): European Exploration & Empires of the Americas 

 

1.D Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 1450 to 1750: the rise of the Ottoman Empire, the influence of the Ming dynasty on world 
trade, European exploration and the Columbian Exchange, European expansion, and the Renaissance 
and the Reformation; Supporting Standard 

 European exploration will create a truly global trade network for the first time in history.  Western 
culture (westernization) will begin to dominate the world and continue through the next eras. 

7.A Analyze the causes of European expansion from 1450 to 1750; Readiness Standard 

 The desire for spices, products, and the control of trade routes led many European monarchs to 
sponsor expeditions.  This also raised the prestige of their nation as they acquired more resources 
and land.  Europeans wanted to take control of the trade routes from the Ottoman Empire, who 
controlled trade routes in the Indian Ocean as well as in Southwest Asia.   

 New technologies in shipping and sailing (connect back to interactions with the east and 
technologies) allowed expansion to occur in the east and the west. 

 3 G’s:  gold (wealth), God (desire to spread Christianity to combat the spread of Islam), and glory 
(spirit of adventure that was part of the Renaissance) 

 The theory of mercantilism required colonies and raw materials to benefit the European nation-
states.  Exploration provided these resources. 

 Ming China turned to a policy of isolation, cutting off most trade with the outside world and 
leaving a power vacuum in trade.   

 AP classes:  must differentiate between land-based and maritime empires 

6.B Explain how the Inca and Aztec empires were impacted by European exploration/colonization. 
Supporting Standard 

 The Aztecs were conquered by conquistadors led by Hernando Cortez in 1519. 

 The Incas were conquered by conquistadors led by Francisco Pizarro in 1532. 

 Diseases devastated the natives (AP must use the term Amerindians) because  they had no natural 
immunity to the diseases 
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 The use of the horse as a means of transportation and warfare tactic 

 Conversion to Christianity, enslavement and harsh treatment of indigenous people (connect to 
later replaced as a labor source with Africans) 

 Intermarriage with native peoples formed a mixed-blood social class known as mestizos;  

 Forced labor on farms, ranches, and mines became known as the encomienda system and was a 
form of unfree or coercive labor (connect to later replaced with slavery) 

Nov. 
28/29 

Connecting Hemispheres (1450 – 1750): Columbian Exchange & Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 

 

1.D Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 1450 to 1750: the rise of the Ottoman Empire, the influence of the Ming dynasty on world 
trade, European exploration and the Columbian Exchange, European expansion, and the Renaissance 
and the Reformation; Supporting Standard 

 European exploration will create a truly global trade network for the first time in history.  Western 
culture (westernization) will begin to dominate the world and continue through the next eras. 

7.B 
 

Explain the impact of the Columbian Exchange on the Americas and Europe; Readiness Standard 
 Impact on the Americas:  new livestock, including horses (changes in transportation), cattle, sheep, 

and pigs resulting in a change in diet; food from Africa including bananas, okra, and yams; grains 
such as rice, barley, wheat, and oats; diseases such as smallpox, measles, and influenza led to the 
deaths of millions of Native Americans; slaves from Africa transformed labor systems 

 Impact on Europe:  new foods and plants, including maize (corn), tomatoes, cacao (chocolate), 
tobacco, quinine, and potatoes resulting in a population increase; the Americas became a valuable 
source of cotton and sugar, resulting in plantation systems where forced labor was a necessity. 

 The Atlantic slave trade grew as system of slavery from West Africa to the Americas (specifically 
the Caribbean and Brazil) and changed the social structure.  Mixed races and cultures of Latin 
America were formed become a contributing factor in revolutions later (connect to social causes of 
the Latin American revolutions). The male slaves crossed the Atlantic while female slaves 
journeyed from West Africa to Southwest Asia. 

 The impact of the Colombian Exchange pushed beyond this region into Asia where populations 
increased due to more nutrient-rich foods.   

 AP Classes:  must teach specifics of the castas system.   

7.C 
 

Explain the impact of the Atlantic slave trade on West Africa and the Americas; Readiness Standard 
 Link with the development of the slave trade during the post-Classical period.   
 West Africa:  politically –African leaders traded European weapons (guns) and gold in return for 

slaves to demonstrate their political power, which led to constant fighting between African states 
(gun cycle); Europeans controlled very little territory in Africa at this time except in coastal areas 
(connect with future idea of interior travel of Africa due to cures for diseases such as malaria); 
economically – the demand for slaves through the Atlantic slave trade increased as did the number 
of slaves traveling the transatlantic trade route; trade will shift from the Trans-Saharan trade route 
to the trans-Atlantic trade route (Atlantic slave trade); culturally –  Christianity is introduced to 
West Africa; African artists created products for European markets including ivory sculptures 

 Americas:  African populations increased in the Americas through slavery and intermarriage with 
Europeans and Native Americans; British colonies (later the U.S. south) depended on slave labor 
for the production of cash crops such as tobacco and cotton; African slaves shared their food, 
music, and art(AP classes must also teach the introduction of Vodun to the Americas),which left a 
lasting influence on American culture. 

 AP classes:  must also distinguish between the castas created in Latin America and the racial 
system in North America (one drop) 

 AP classes:  must also compare the Atlantic slave trade with the expansion of serfdom in Russia as 
another form of an unfree or coercive labor system.  
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21.C Identify examples of key persons who were successful in shifting political thought, including William 
Wilberforce. Supporting Standard 

 William Wilberforce was a British politician led the movement to abolish slavery in Great Britain.  
In 1807, the Slave Trade Act of 1807 led to the end of the African slave trade.  Parliament later 
passed the Slavery Abolition Act of 1833, which ended slavery in most of the British Empire.  His 
fight to end slavery inspired abolition movements in other parts of the world.   

Nov.30/ 
Dec.3 

Connecting Hemispheres (1450 – 1750): Impact of Exploration & The Commercial Revolution 

 

1.D Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 1450 to 1750: the rise of the Ottoman Empire, the influence of the Ming dynasty on world 
trade, European exploration and the Columbian Exchange, European expansion, and the Renaissance 
and the Reformation; Supporting Standard 

 European exploration will create a truly global trade network for the first time in history.  Western 
culture (westernization) will begin to dominate the world and continue through the next eras. 

7.F Explain new economic factors and principles that contributed to the success of Europe's Commercial 
Revolution. Readiness Standard 

 Banking became a respectable profession as the Church eased restrictions on money lending and 
the charging of interest.   

 Joint-stock companies were created to provide investment opportunities overseas and reduce 
individual risk in new expeditions (common with Britain and the Netherlands). 

 The rise of modern capitalism occurred as the private ownership of goods and opportunities for 
investment created a merchant class; the money supply also increased.  Over time, a middle class 
grew and money became a sign of wealth in the growing social classes (connect middle class to a 
cause of the revolutions).   

 Mercantilism:  competition between European nations to establish a favorable balance of trade by 
acquiring more colonies and their natural resources (connect to colonization) 

 The creation of European colonial empires resulted in increased tran-oceanic trade.  As a result, 
new institutions, such as banks, stock exchanges, insurance companies, and future economic 
markets were created.   

Dec. 4/5 Connecting Hemispheres (1450 – 1750) Absolutism, English Civil War, & Glorious Revolution 

 
19.B Identify the characteristics of the following political systems: theocracy, absolute monarchy, democracy, 

republic, oligarchy, limited monarchy, and totalitarianism. Readiness Standard 
 Enlightened absolutism/enlightened despots (European rulers); AP classes must also address 

absolutism in non-European empires 
 Concept of divine right, state army, taxation, heavy spending, supporting of the arts 
 Limited monarchy:  England’s Glorious Revolution and the English Bill of Rights 

9.A 
 

Compare the causes, characteristics, and consequences of the American and French revolutions, 
emphasizing the role of the Enlightenment, the Glorious Revolution, and religion; Readiness Standard 

 The Glorious Revolution was a bloodless overthrow of James II.  Under William and Mary, England 
became a limited monarchy with the signing of the English Bill of Rights.  As British citizens, the 
American colonists were not being treated as full-citizens, having limited representation in 
Parliament over issues such as taxation. 

20.A 
 

Explain the development of democratic-republican government from its beginnings in the Judeo-
Christian legal tradition and classical Greece and Rome through the English Civil War and the 
Enlightenment; Readiness Standard 

 English Civil War:  holding all people accountable under the law, including the ruler; resulted in a 
republic before returning to a traditional monarchy 

 Glorious Revolution:  England transformed from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional 
monarchy in a bloodless overthrow of power and instituted an English Bill of Rights 
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20.B 
 

Identify the impact of political and legal ideas contained in the following documents: Hammurabi's Code, 
the Jewish Ten Commandments, Justinian's Code of Laws, Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, the 
Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the 
Citizen; Supporting Standard 

 English Bill of Rights:  limited the monarchy, no taxes without the approval of Parliament, no 
violation or prevention of freedom of speech in Parliament, citizens had the right to present 
grievances to the king 

21.A Describe how people have participated in supporting or changing their governments; and  Supporting 
Standard 

21.B Describe the rights and responsibilities of citizens and noncitizens in civic participation throughout 
history; and Readiness Standard 

Dec. 6/7 Test: Connecting Hemispheres (1450 – 1750) 
 (Include Absolutism) 

Dec. 
10/11 

Scientific Revolution 

1.E Identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in world 
history from 1750 to 1914: the Scientific Revolution, the Industrial Revolution and its impact on the 
development of modern economic systems, European imperialism, and the Enlightenment's impact on 
political revolutions; and Supporting Standard 

 Scientific Revolution Causes:  knowledge acquired from translated works of Muslim scholars; 
classical Greek and Roman manuscripts were circulated by the printing press; the Age of 
Exploration and its focus on navigation led to greater research in mathematics and science 

27.D 
 
 
 
 

 

Describe the origins of the Scientific Revolution in 16th century Europe and explain its impact on 
scientific thinking worldwide; and Supporting Standard 

 Scientific knowledge and interactions from the Crusades and reintroduction of Greek and Roman 
teachings and manuscripts helped contribute to modern scientific thinking. 

 After the European Middle Ages, the use of reason reemerged during the Renaissance. 
 The printing press made obtaining scientific knowledge and works easier. 
 People challenged Church doctrine and the authority of the Church during the Protestant 

Reformation.   
 European ideas and technologies impacted every region it touched and it was able to use ideas 

from other empires to expand knowledge.   

27.E Identify the contributions of significant scientists such as Archimedes, Copernicus, Eratosthenes, Galileo, 
Pythagoras, Robert Boyle, and Isaac Newton Supporting Standard 

These individuals will be used to stress the importance of the Scientific Revolution and its impact 
on the Enlightenment (separate the Significant Figures activity for 27.E and 28.E and teach one as 
Scientific Revolution and one as Industrial Revolution)  

Dec. 
12/13 

Introduce Enlightenment (will revisit after break) 

9.A 
 

Compare the causes, characteristics, and consequences of the American and French revolutions, 
emphasizing the role of the Enlightenment, the Glorious Revolution, and religion; Readiness Standard 

 All people are born with natural rights. If the government fails to protect these rights, the people 
have the right to overthrow the government and create a new one.  Middle class citizens 
supported this enlightenment idea and others and wanted an active role in government.   

 The Enlightenment focused on a more secular outlook on religion and called for greater religious 
tolerance.  It also focused on ideas such as freedom of speech, press, and protecting the rights of 
the accused.  These ideas were addressed in the U.S. Bill of Rights as well as French constitutions. 



World History Day by Day 2012-2013 Fall 

 

20.C 
 

Explain the political philosophies of individuals such as John Locke, Thomas Hobbes, Voltaire, Charles de 
Montesquieu, Jean Jacques Rousseau, Thomas Aquinas, Thomas Jefferson, John Calvin, and William 
Blackstone; and Supporting Standard 

 Denis Diderot – the Encyclopedia expedited Enlightenment ideas through the salons of Paris (the 
birthplace of the Enlightenment) 

 Cesare Beccaria – On Crimes and Punishment and rights of the accused 
 William Blackstone’s book, Commentaries on the Laws of England, became the best-known 

description of the doctrines of English law; it became the basis of university legal education in 
England and North America and helped shape the Declaration of Independence and U.S. 
Constitution.   

21.A Describe how people have participated in supporting or changing their governments; and  Supporting 
Standard 

21.B Describe the rights and responsibilities of citizens and noncitizens in civic participation throughout 
history; and Readiness Standard 

26.B 
 

Analyze examples of how art, architecture, literature, music, and drama reflect the history of the 
cultures in which they are produced; and  Supporting Standard 

 Music:  Mozart, Beethoven, Handel, Bach 
 Art:  Romanticism, Realism, and Impressionism; Baroque versus Rococo style 

Dec. 
14/17 

Semester Review 

Dec. 18 
-21 

Fall Semester Exams 

Dec. 21 End of 2nd Nine Weeks 

Dec. 24 
- Jan. 4 

Finally…..Winter Break!  

 


