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Welcome from the Principals! 
 
On behalf of the hundreds of teachers, staff members, and administrators at Curtis, Ereckson, and Ford 
Middle Schools, we welcome you and wish you success in the coming year.  Middle school serves as 
an important transition between your elementary school and high school years.  Middle school is more 
than a stop along the way to high school.  It's an exciting time to explore interests, make new friends, 
and learn how to be more independent in school. 
 
With the many new rights and privileges you will enjoy as a middle school student come many new 
responsibilities regarding schoolwork and conduct.  Please take time to read this handbook and 
familiarize yourself with our middle school policies.  If there are areas you or your parent(s) do not 
understand, please contact the school office. 
 
Again, welcome to another great year at Allen ISD. 
 
 
 
Sandra McCoy-Jackson  Becky Kennedy  Beth Nicholas 
Ford Middle School Principal Curtis Middle School Principal  Ereckson Middle School Principal 
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Allen Middle School Student Handbook 
 
The Allen Middle School Student Handbook contains information helpful to both students and parents 
during the school year. The policies and standards set forth in this handbook apply to conduct on 
school premises, on buses or involving school property, conduct off school premises which directly 
affects other students or the school, and conduct at school functions of any kind. 
 
Students and parents should become familiar with the Allen Independent School District Student Code 
of Conduct. The Student Code of Conduct, which sets the consequences for wrong or inappropriate 
behavior, is required by state law and is intended to promote school safety. 
 
To function properly, public school education must provide access to programs and services 
appropriate to each student’s needs. In addition to the regular curriculum, principles of good practice 
and good citizenship must be taught and demonstrated. This includes an appreciation for the rights of 
others. 
 
Allen Independent School District Equal Opportunity Policy Statement 
 
Allen ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, or disability 
in providing educational services, activities, and programs including vocational programs and career 
technology in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended; Title IX of the 
Educational Amendments of 1972; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.  
Inquiries regarding any of these policies should be directed to the Title IX Coordinator, Sheri Sides, at 
(972) 727-0511. 
 
Allen Independent School District Is Tobacco, Alcohol, and Drug-Free 
 
AISD has a zero tolerance philosophy regarding tobacco, alcohol, illicit drugs, and violence. The use 
of alcohol and illicit drugs is wrong and harmful. Texas Education Code and Texas Penal Code 
prohibit the use and possession of tobacco products on school property. 
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Seven Rules of School Spirit 
 
1. BE LOYAL - Do not belittle your school to outsiders. You are the school. It isn’t just some other 

people. 
2. BE SHARP - Help us keep a high scholastic standing. This is a criterion by which others judge us. 

“Getting by” is not a high enough goal. 
3. BE ACTIVE - Do your part. Participate in school activities if you can. School spirit is not merely 

making noise; it is also the spirit of working together in comradeship and loyalty. Show your 
school spirit by knowing your school song and singing it at school functions. 

4. BE VIGILANT - Protect our good name. When thoughtless or irresponsible students disgrace the 
name of the school, including discourteous attitudes in assembly or defacing our common property, 
make them feel your displeasure. 

5. BE COURTEOUS - Honor yourself by showing respect and courtesy to your teachers. They are 
prepared by training and experience to help you toward a happy and successful life. The public has 
invested them with authority and responsibility. 

6. BE THOUGHTFUL - Cultivate an attitude of courtesy toward the public. Let us always be 
considerate of the property rights of our neighbors. Let us never thoughtlessly crowd the sidewalks, 
litter the grounds with discarded papers and wrappers, or assume “squatters” rights on their lawns. 
The way to have good neighbors is to be a good neighbor. 

7. BE HONEST - Maintain a high standard of honesty and self-respect by not giving or receiving aid 
on a test. 
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COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE WARNING NOTICE 
ALLEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
NOTICE: Laws Governing Compulsory Attendance in Texas Schools 
Failure to comply with the laws governing compulsory attendance may result in legal action. 
OFFICIAL NOTICE TO THE CHILD AND PERSON (S) STANDING IN PARENTAL 
RELATION TO THE CHILD: 
 
Texas requires a child who is at least 6 years of age and who has not yet reached their 18th birthday to 
attend school, unless exempt by Sec. 25.086 of the Education Code.  On enrollment in pre-
kindergarten or kindergarten, a child shall attend school. 
Education Code 25.085, 25.086 
 
A parent/guardian commits an offense of thwarting compulsory attendance under Sec. 25.093, if, after 
having been warned in writing, a child has unexcused voluntary absences on 10 or more days or parts 
of days within a 6 month period or 3 or more days or parts of days within a 4 week period from school.   
An offense under this is a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed $500. 
Education Code 25.093/Family Code 51.03(b)(2)Penal Code 12.23 
 
A “failure to attend school” offense may be filed against any juvenile under Education Code 
25.085/25.094, and on a finding that the child has engaged in truant conduct, a justice or municipal 
court may order:  1) the child to attend GED preparatory classes; 2) the child to attend a special 
program that the court determines to be in the best interest of the child, including an alcohol/drug 
abuse program; 3) rehabilitation; 4) counseling, including self-improvement counseling; 5) training in 
self-esteem and leadership; 6) work and job skills training; 7) training in parenting, including parental 
responsibility; 8) training in manners; 9) training in violence avoidance; 10) sensitivity training; and 
11) the child and the child’s parent/guardian attend a class for students at risk of dropping out of 
school.  
Family Code 51.03(b)(2)/Education Code 25.094 
Education Code 25.085/25.094 
 
Unless specifically exempt, an enrolled student who is eligible must attend an extended-year program 
or required tutorial classes that are (Education Code 25.085, 25.086, 29.084) provided by the district for students 
identified as likely not to be promoted to the next grade level.   
 
Tutorials, Saturday School, Student Action Management, and any other after hour’s school are 
considered to be extended year programs. Education Code 25.092, AISD Policy FDD (Local) 
 
Except as provided by Texas Education Code 25.092, a student may not be given credit for a class 
unless the student is in attendance for at least 90 percent of the days the class is offered. 
 
A parent/guardian of a school age child has the responsibility to require their child attend school 
regularly.  When sickness or higher obligation necessitate an absence, a note signed by a 
parent/guardian explaining the reason for the absence is required the day the student returns to school.  
If the student fails to submit a note within 5 school days, the absence will be considered unexcused.   
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AISD Student Handbook  
 
A child not exempt from compulsory attendance laws may be excused for temporary absence 
resulting from any unusual cause acceptable to the superintendent, the principal, or the teacher of the 
school in which the student is enrolled.  The temporary absence may be the result of, but not limited to: 
1) personal sickness, 2) family emergency, 3) religious Holy Day, 4) documented juvenile court 
proceeding, 5) Board-approved extracurricular activity, or 6) approved college visitation.   
 
When a student’s absence for personal illness exceeds five (5) consecutive days, the student shall 
present a statement from a physician or health clinic verifying the illness or other condition requiring 
the student’s extended absence from school.  The attendance committee may, if the student has 
established a questionable pattern of absences, require a physician’s or clinic’s statement of illness 
after a single day’s absence as a condition of classifying the absence as one for which there are 
extenuating circumstances. 
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AVISO DE ASISTENCIA OBLIGATORIA 

ALLEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
AVISO: Leyes gobernantes de asistencia obligatoria en las escuelas de Texas 
Faltar a las leyes gobernantes de asistencia obligatoria, puede resultar en un proceso legal. 
 
AVISO OFICIAL PARA LAS PERSONAS QUE ESTAN REPRESENTANDO LOS 
DERECHOS PATERNALES RELACIONADOS CON EL NINO: 
 
Texas requiere que un niño que tenga por lo menos 6 años de edad y que todavía no haya cumplido los 
18 años, asistir a la escuela, a menos de que esté exento por el 
Código de Educación Sec. 25.086. Al ser matriculado en pre-kindergarten o kindergarten, cada niño 
deberá asistir a la escuela. 
Education Code 25.085, 25.086 
 
Un padre o guardián comete una ofensa de impedir la asistencia obligatoria bajo la Sec. 25.093 y si, 
después de recibir un aviso escrito, un niño tiene ausencias volun- 
tarias sin excusas en 10 días o más dentro de un período de 6 meses o 3 días o más o partes o días 
dentro de un período de 4 semanas de escuela. Esta falta es un delito 
de Clase C que se castiga con una multa que no excede de $500. 
Education Code 25.093/Family Code 51.03(b)(2)Penal Code 12.23 
 
Una falta de “asistir a la escuela” es una ofensa contra cualquier  joven bajo el Código de 
Educación 25.085/25.094 y saber de que el niño tiene ausencias injustifi- 
cadas de la escuela, una corte de justicia o municipal puede ordenar: 1) que el niño asista a clases 
preparatorias de GED; 2) que el niño asista a programas especiales que la corte determine para el  
mayor interés del niño, incluyendo programas de alcohol o abuso de droga; 3)  rehabilitación; 4) 
aconsejar, incluyendo para su propia 
superación; 5) entrenamiento para su amor propio y liderazgo; 6) entrenamiento para trabajo y 
experiencia; 7) entrenamiento en paternidad, incluyendo responsabilidades paternales; 8) 
entrenamiento en modales; 9) entrenamiento para evitar violencia; 10) entrenamiento en sensibilidad y  
11) el niño y los padres o guardián asistirán a una clase para estudiantes con riesgo de abandono de 
estudios escolares. 
 
(2)Education Code 25.094 
Education Code 25.085/25.094 
 
A menos de que haya sido exento, un estudiante matriculado que sea apto, debe asistir a un programa 
para el año o requiere un tutor para las clases que provee el Education Code 25.085, 25086, 29.084 
distrito para los estudiantes identificados como si no hubiera la probabilidad de ser promovidos al 
siguiente nivel de grado. Tutorials (Tutores) Saturday School (Escue-las en sábado),  Student Action 
Management (Manejo acción estudiante) y cualquier otro programa  después de escuela  se considera 
programa que se extiende al año. 
Education Code 25.92, AISD Policy FDD (Local) 
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Con excepción como está provisto en el Código de Educación  25.092, a un estudiante pueda que no se 
le dé crédito por una clase a menos de que el estudiante esté asistiendo por lo menos un 90 porciento 
de los días que se ofrece la clase. 
 
Un padre o guardián de un niño de edad escolar tiene la responsabilidad de llenar los requisitos de que 
ese niño asista regularmente a la escuela. Cuando haya una enfermedad o una ausencia de gran 
obligación, debe enviarse una nota firmada por los padres o guardián, el día que el niño regrese a la 
escuela.  Si el estudiante no traeuna nota, la ausencia será considerada como inexcusable.  
 

AISD Student Handbook 
 
Un niño que no ha sido exento de las leyes obligatorias de asistencia puede ser excusado de ausencia 
temporal como resultado de cualquier causa rara aceptada porel superintendente, el director o el 
profesor  de la escuela en que el estudiante ha sido matriculado. La ausencia temporal puede ser el 
resultado pero no limitado de 1) enfermedad personal, 2) emergencia de familia, 3) día santo religioso, 
4) proceso documentado corte juvenil, 5) actividades extras de currículo aprobadas por los de la junta 
y 6) visitas de facultad universitaria. 
 
Cuando la ausencia de un estudiante sea por enfermedad personal y exceda de (5) días consecutivos, 
el estudiante deberá presentar  un informe de un médico o de una clínica de salud verificando la 
enfermedad u otras condiciones que sea un requisito para la ausencia del estudiante. El comité de 
asistencia puede pedir  una declaración del médico o clínica si el estudiante ha establecido un patrón 
de ausencias por las que se han extenuado las circunstancias. 
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BACTERIAL MENINGITIS 
 
 
What is meningitis? 
 
Meningitis is an inflammation of the covering of the brain and spinal cord---also called the meninges.  
It can be caused by viruses, parasites, fungi, and bacteria.  Viral (aseptic) meningitis is common; most 
people recover fully.  Medical management of viral meningitis consists of supportive treatment and 
there is usually no indication for the use of antibiotics.  Parasitic and fungal meningitis are very rare.  
Bacterial meningitis is very serious and may involve complicated medical, surgical, pharmaceutical, 
and life support management. 
There are two common types of bacteria that cause meningitis:  

• Strep pneumoniae causes pneumococcal meningitis; there are over 80 subtypes that cause 
illness 

• Neisseria meningitidis—meningococcal meningitis; there are 5 subtypes that cause serious 
illness—A, B, C, Y, W-135 

 
What are the symptoms? 
 
Someone with meningitis will become very ill.  The illness may develop over one or two days, but it 
can also rapidly progress in a matter of hours.  Not everyone with meningitis will have the same 
symptoms. 
 
Children (over 1 year old) and adults with meningitis may have: 

• Severe headache 
• High temperature 
• Vomiting 
• Sensitivity to bright lights 
• Neck stiffness, joint pains 
• Drowsiness or confusion 

 
*In both children and adults, there may be a rash of tiny, red-purple spots or bruises caused by 
bleeding under the skin.  These can occur anywhere on the body. They are a sign of blood poisoning 
(septicemia), which sometimes happens with meningitis, particularly the meningococcal strain. 
 
How serious is bacterial meningitis? 
 
If it is diagnosed early and treated promptly, the majority of people make a complete recovery.  In 
some cases it can be fatal or a person may be left with a permanent disability, such as deafness, 
blindness, amputations or brain damage (resulting in mental retardation or paralysis) even with prompt 
treatment.    
 
 


