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In third-grade, students learn about communities. Special emphasis is
placed on the people, history, and geography of Austin. They also study Austin’s
economy and the role of business in the community. Students are introduced to
local and state governments and the services they provide.

In third grade social studies, your child will:
History

• identify reasons people form communities.
• describe how individuals, events, and ideas have shaped communities over

time.
• compare ways people in communities met their needs in the past.
• create and interpret timelines; describe historical times in terms of years,

decades, and centuries.
Geography

• compare how people in different communities modify or adapt to the
environment.

• interpret maps and globes by using cardinal directions (north, east, south,
west) and intermediate directions (northeast, southeast, southwest, northwest),
scale, compass rose, grid systems, and symbols to locate places.

Economics
• identify ways to earn, spend, and save money.
• define scarcity and interdependence. Give examples of how they affect the

production and distribution of goods and services in communities.
• explain how supply of and demand for specific products affect their prices.
• describe how cost of production, selling price, and profit are related.

Government
• describe the basic structure of local city government, identify city government

officials, and explain how they are chosen.
• identify services commonly provided by local governments and explain how

they are financed.
Citizenship

• identify characteristics of good citizenship and identify people who are good
citizens.

• identify examples of things people can do to improve the community.
• identify examples of organizations that serve the community.

Culture
• describe important ethnic and/or cultural celebrations in the community and

explain their significance.
• retell the stories of real and fictional heroes who have helped to shape the

culture of communities.
• identify writers and artists whose works illustrate the cultural heritage of

specific communities or cultures around the world.
Science, Technology, and Society

• identify scientists and inventors who have created new technology.
• explain the impact of new technology on communities around the world.

Skills
• apply critical-thinking skills, communicate effectively, and use problem-

solving and decision-making processes.

• Talk about your family history. Discuss when and why
your family moved to Austin and your neighborhood.

• Help your child create a calendar and plan a family
activity or an outing to a community event or
celebration.

• Read the newspaper or watch TV news with your child.
Discuss events and people that affect the community.

• Visit local art galleries, historic sites and museums.
Attend special community events and cultural
celebrations.

• Use an Austin street map and help your child plan trips
around Austin.

• Involve your child in making decisions about family
purchases.

• Play games, such as Monopoly Junior and Life, that
involve making choices about money.

• Discuss your job with your child. Describe the skills
needed for success.

• Discuss the characteristics of a good community citizen.

TEKSman’s
Tips for
Parents
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Third Grade Social Studies Activities and Questions

Help your child learn how Austin has changed in the last 50 years. Plan an interview
with a family friend, neighbor, or relative who has lived in Austin a long time.

Interview questions might include:
What was school like when you were in third grade? What did you study?
What games did you play? What were the school rules?
Describe your neighborhood when you were a child? How has it changed?
How has Austin changed since you were a child? What was “downtown”
like? How have prices changed since you were a child (movies, bread,
clothes, etc…)? Where did you shop?  What did you do for fun?

Help your child make a timeline of his or her life. Include special or significant
events—the birth of a brother or sister, a vacation trip, a move to a new city or house.
Illustrate the timeline with drawings, photos, certificates, letters, work samples,
souvenirs, or other artifacts.

Ask: What events are important in your life?  What do you remember
about those events?  How did you feel on those dates?  What was your
favorite birthday?  Why?

Make a timeline of your life and share the most important people and events with your
child.  Illustrate the timeline with drawings, photos, certificates, letters, work samples,
souvenirs, or other artifacts.

Ask: How long ago did your parents/grandparents celebrate their 8th

birthdays?  What year was it?  What were some important events in
Austin, Texas, or the United States at that time?  How can you find
out?

Plan a visit to a museum or landmark in Austin and draw a map showing the route you
would take, or use a street map and mark the route you would take to reach your
destination.

Ask: Which direction will you travel?  What schools will you pass?
What other important buildings or landmarks do you expect to see?
About how many miles is it from your home to your destination?
How long do you think it will take you to get there?

Help your child use television and newspaper reports to learn how geography and
climate affect the way people in other communities live.

Ask: How do people in ______________ dress? How is that similar to
or different from the way people dress here?
How does climate affect the types of homes and buildings in a
community?
How does geography affect transportation systems in a community?

Take your child to a garage sale.  Discuss how prices are set.  Have your child choose
an item and decide if it is a “bargain.”

Ask: What is a reasonable price to pay for this item? Why?
How do you know if an item in a store or at a garage sale is a
“bargain”?
Why are very old items (antiques) often more expensive than new
items?

Participate with your child in a community service project, or work to raise or save
money for a community organization. Graph the money you raise each week. After a
month, donate the money to the organization.

Ask: What responsibility do we have to make our community better?
Why?  What are the benefits of participating in a service
project or donating money to a special project?

Discuss ideas for a business you and your child can operate together—making and
selling lemonade or tamales or washing cars, for example. Decide what materials are
needed and set a price for the product or service.  Make a budget for the cost of starting
your business.

Ask: What price will you charge?
How many tamales or glasses of lemonade will you need to sell, how
many cars will you need to wash, etc. to make a profit?

Look for examples of good citizenship in the community. Make a poster showing “good
citizen” behavior.

Ask: What can our family do to be better community citizens?
Watch television news reports or read the newspaper during an election. Make a list of
three important issues and discuss what each candidate says about them.

Ask: Which candidate would you vote for and why?
Do you think people should vote?  Why or why not?

List landmarks in Austin—main streets and highways, museums, schools and parks that
are named for famous people. Here are a few to get you started: Barbara Jordan
Elementary School, Cesar Chavez Street and Elizabet Ney Museum. Have your child
look up information at the library or Internet and find a few interesting facts about these
people.

Ask: Who is a hero in your community or your family? How do you know?
What makes a person a hero or heroine?
Who are some heroes or heroines from other cultures? Do they have
the same qualities as heroes from your culture?
What have you done that is heroic?


