The Reagan Era…
the resurgence of
conservatism…
The totally awesome 1980s

Average age increasing…
Southern and Western populations increasing and more traditional with
distrust of government…
Anti-counterculture movement solidifying and organizing…
National Debt: 1980 - $914,000,000,000
National Debt: 1986 - $2,000,000,000,000
Average salary: $15,757
Life Expectancy: Male 69.9 Female 77.6
Minimum Wage: $3.10

Population Comparison
1980
• White- 80%
• African-American- 12%
• Hispanic- 6%
• Asian/Other- 2%

2015
• White- 63%
• African-American- 12%
• Hispanic-17%
• Asian/Other-8%
• (Hawaii, California, Texas
and New Mexico are
majority/minority states)

The U.S. population continued to undergo significant demographic shifts that had profound cultural and political
consequences.
After 1980, the political, economic, and cultural influences of the American South and West continued to increase
as population shifted to those areas, fueled in part by a surge in migration from regions that had not been heavily
represented in earlier migrations, especially Latin America and Asia.
The new migrants affected U.S. culture in many ways and supplied the economy with an important labor force,
but they also became the focus of intense political, economic, and cultural debates.
Demographic changes intensified debates about gender roles, family structures, and racial and national identity.

2060?
•
•
•
•

White- 44%
African American-12%
Hispanic- 29%
Asian/Other-15%

• (22 majority/minority states)

John Anderson ran as an independent
and earned 6.6% of the popular vote but
no electoral votes.

Republican nominee Ronald
Reagan and his running
mate George Bush (SR)
used the Iranian hostage
crises to their advantage.
Reagan promised voters
that he would “make
America strong again”, even
some democrats crossed
party lines to vote for
Reagan.
In a political landslide,
Reagan defeated Carter 489
electoral votes to just 49 for
Carter
Republicans also took
control of the Senate for the
first time since 1952.

Reagan Democrats & the New Right

President Reagan—himself a former Democrat—
was popular with many older democrats.
Most of Reagan’s followers were conservative
Republicans known as the New Right.
The New Right supported political goals of school
prayer, strong defense, free-market economics,
anti-abortion and anti-gun control.
Many in the New Right were part of the Moral
Majority—a fundamentalist Christian organization
founded in 1979 by Jerry Falwell.

Reagan and the Cold War

The Reagan administration took a hard line against Communism, extending military spending
and calling Russia the “evil empire”
Reagan increase military spending by $100 billion, much of spent on nuclear weapons.
Reagan proposed the Strategic Defense Initiative, dubbed by some “Star Wars”; SDI was a
space based missile defense system.
Hostility continued in 1983 as a Soviet missile shot down a Korean airliner and in 1984 when
the Russians boycotted the L.A. Olympics

Reaganomics
Under Reagan, 20 Million new jobs were
created, unemployment fell to 5.5%,
inflation dropped from 13.5% in 1980 to
4.1% by 1988, Net worth of families
earning $20,000 to $50,000 grew 27%,
and real GNP rose 26%. However, the
economy did suffer a brief recession in
1982 and a stock market crash in 1987.

President Reagan entered the white house with a plan in place to reduce the size and
influence of the federal government.
Another part of Reaganomics was the belief that if taxes were reduced for the rich, then the
benefits would trickle down to everyone
Supporters of supply-side economics felt that when the government cuts taxes that
consumers will spend the extra money to help the economy. This is a contrasting view to
Keynsian theory.

The Election of 1984
• President Reagan’s approval rating shot up in 1983 after a successful military
operation in the small Caribbean island of Grenada.
• Running against Reagan would be former vice president Walter Mondale and
the first woman to run for a major party, Geraldine Ferraro
• Although Ferraro gained some support for the Democrats, Republican women
countered with strong support of Reagan and Bush.
• Reagan won easily with 525 electoral votes.

The Supreme Court

Supreme court justices serve for life so President Reagan was fortunate to nominate 3
supreme court justices during his 8 years.
All three Reagan nominees were conservative justices who agreed mostly with Reagan and
Republican ideologies.

The first of Reagan nominees was Sandra Day O’Connor from El Paso, TX, she
became the first woman to serve on the Supreme Court.

The Iran Contra Affair

The most serious crisis to hit the Reagan White House was the Iran Contra Affair.
The US had been funding the Contras--a rebel group that had been battling for power of
Nicaragua, but Congress cut the money.
To gain the funds needed to continue the fight the white house sold 500 antitank missiles
to Iran without the approval of Congress.
Although Reagan himself was cleared of any wrongdoing, Colonel Oliver North was
convicted of lying to Congress.

The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 made it illegal to hire or recruit
illegal immigrants. It tried to stem the flow of illegal immigrants coming into the
United States from the southern border, usually from Mexico, Central America,
and South American countries.
Main provisions:
required employers to attest to their employees' immigration status.
made it illegal to knowingly hire or recruit unauthorized immigrants.
granted amnesty to certain seasonal agricultural illegal immigrants.
granted amnesty to illegal immigrants who entered the United States before
January 1, 1982 and had resided there continuously.

The Immigration
Reform and Control
Act of 1986

Social commentary regarding increased homelessness
in the 1980s included Phil Collins top selling single,
“Another Day in Paradise.”
She calls out to the man on the street
"Sir, can you help me?
It's cold and I've nowhere to sleep,
Is there somewhere you can tell me?"
He walks on, doesn't look back
He pretends he can't hear her
Starts to whistle as he crosses the street
Seems embarrassed to be there
Oh…Think twice
'Cause it's another day for you and me
in paradise
Oh…Think twice
'Cause it's another day for you
You and me in paradise…

Increased homelessness during the
1980s has been attributed to PTSD
among Vietnam Vets (lack of adequate
mental health services for veterans),
deinstitutionalization begun by
Eisenhower and accelerated by the
Carter Administration (more mentally
ill on the streets), gentrification of
urban areas (poor displaced by
wealthy returning to inner cities and
lack of public housing), and the social
service and welfare cuts under
Reagan.

1988 Election

• In the 1988 Presidential election African American leader Jesse
Jackson was narrowly defeated by Michael Dukakis for the
Democratic party nomination.
• Since Reagan could not run again, his Vice-President George
Bush gained the Republican nomination with Dan Quayle as
running mate
• Republicans portrayed Dukakis as weak on crime and
environmental issues, Bush defeated Dukakis 426 electoral votes
to 111

Persian Gulf War
In August of 1990, Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein invaded neighboring Kuwait.
The United Nations condemned the takeover and set an ultimatum for Iraqi
withdrawal.
When the withdrawal date came and went, United Nations and American forces
began bombing attacks on Iraqi forces.
Within days of a ground attack, Iraqi forces had been driven from Kuwait; the attacks
became known as Operation Desert Storm.

