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“[There is] no country in the world
where the Christian religion retains
a greater influence over the souls of
men than in America.” –Alexis de
Tocqueville

Religion had already been
transformed from the orthodox, fire
and brimstone of colonial times. It
was much more liberal.
Liberal religions such as Unitarian
Deists grew in popularity, and
sparked revivals to reclaim souls to
true Christianity.

What was the danger?
They believe:
Reason over revelation,
Science over Bible,
Innocence not Original Sin,
Christ as a good person not Son of God,
God as creator not trinity,
God created man with free will and,
capacity for moral behavior.

Unitarian Church = God in one form (UNI)
Stressed innate goodness of man,
Salvation through good works,
God as loving father not stern punisher,
Rejected predestination and Puritanism.
Appealed to intellectuals, including many Founding
Fathers and other enlightenment thinkers.

Revivals across the country
attracted crowds in the
thousands.
It led to new denominations,
new Christian converts, and
the reorganization of many
churches.
It fed prison reform, abolition
movements, women's right,
temperance, missionary work,
and humanitarian efforts.
Fire and brimstone, convulsions, barking, jerking,
rolling, speaking in tongues, singing, dancing, were
common at revival meetings during the Second
Great Awakening.

It led to increased church
membership and attendance.

Biggest Gains: Methodists & Baptists
Biggest Loss: Presbyterian

Methodist Peter Cartwright

Presbyterian turned Congregationalist
Charles Grandison Finney

Effect:
Feminization of Religion
1.
2.
3.
4.

Women were majority of new church members
More likely than men to stay with church
Women had active role and emphasized spiritual role in the family
Women led movements for charity and abolition

Effect:
Burned-Over District and
a new denomination…..Adventists
-western NY
-excessive fire and brimstone
-Adventist Church organized (also called Millerites, after founder William Miller)
-Joseph Smith inspired in this region… founded the Latter Day Saints/Mormons
-Spiritualism began (communicating with the dead)
-Shakers organized communal farms
-Oneida society formed (group marriage)

Joseph Smith

Brigham Young took
over the leadership of
the Mormons and
moved them to Utah.

Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum
were murdered while living in Illinois. 1844

Facing intense persecution, Mormons left the Old Northwest and moved to Utah.
They had attempted to settle in Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois.

Utah was transformed by the Mormons.
1846-1847:
Young leads community to new land
1848:
Seagulls arrive to eat crickets
(threatening crops)
5,000 settlers (many more followed)
Statue with seagulls, Salt Lake City

Utah territory
became a Theocracy

Missionaries travelled to Europe
Polygamy was practiced
(Young had 56 children)
Women could vote, 1870

B.Y. died in 1877

-Federal government passed anti-polygamy laws
1862 Morrill Anti-bigamy Act made polygamy a felony
1874 Poland Act stated cases would be heard in federal court
1882 Edmunds Act made cohabitation illegal
1882 Edmunds-Tucker Act removed the right to vote for polygamous
women, froze the Church‟s assets, and declared children of
polygamist families illegitimate (Supreme Court ruled it
unconstitutional)
-Church ended polygamy in 1890
-Polygamy delayed statehood until 1896

Effect:
Growing social and regional
class divisions
-wealthy, educated, east coast: Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Congregationalist,
Unitarian
-poor, less educated, south/west: Methodist, Baptist, Adventists, and other new
denominations

Effect:
Increased diversity…
including regional denominational split over
slavery

Methodists
Baptists
Presbyterians

Northern
denominations
fueling abolition

Southern
denominations
supporting slavery

Ending debtors prison
Abolishing brutal punishments
Decreasing capital crimes
Creating “reformatories,” “corrections,” and
“penitentiaries” (penance)
Improving treatment of mentally ill

Dorothea Dix documented the
treatment of mentally and lobbied for
a change in how the mentally ill were
perceived and treated.

William Ladd led the
American Peace
Society
to abolish war

Neal S. Dow
“Father of Prohibition”
and part of the
Temperance Society
to temper or abolish
alcohol which led to
Law of 1851
banning making or selling
liquor in Maine

“The Drunkard's Progress/From the First Glass to the Grave”, 1846

Step 3 A
glass too
much

Step 1 A
glass
with a
friend

Step 4
Drunk
and
riotous

Step 5 The summit
attained...Jolly
companions...A confirmed
drunkard

Step 2 A
glass to
keep the
cold out

Wife and daughter weeping outside the burning house, in the
distance is a prison.

Step 6
Poverty
and
disease

Step 7
Forsaken
by Friends
Step 8
Desperation
and Crime

Step 9 Death
by suicide

By 1840, there were over 2,000 temperance societies in the United States.
70,000 members signed pledges, like those below, promising abstinence from
alcoholic beverages.

Harriet Beecher Stowe
Fueled abolition movements to end
slavery with Uncle Tom’s Cabin. The
only book that outsold it was the Bible

T.S. Arthur wrote Ten Nights
which fueled
Temperance and Prohibition
…was second in sales to Uncle Tom’s
Cabin during the 1850s

Anti-slavery societies sprung up all over the north and west
including the Salem, Massachusetts Female Anti-Slavery
Society, the first to be founded by a black woman.

Abolitionists faced hostility and violence in the early
years of the anti slavery movement.
In the early 1830s, Amos
Dresser, a minister in
Memphis, Tennessee, was
arrested and publicly whipped
by a committee of prominent
citizens of Nashville,
Tennessee for being a member
of an Ohio anti-slavery society
and possessing and
disseminating anti-slavery
materials.

Who were some of the prominent Abolitionists?
Gerrit Smith (1797-1874) was a wealthy New York abolitionist. He was the
president of the New York Anti-Slavery Society for three years. Smith
served as a Station Master on the Underground railroad. One of the Secret
Six who gave financial assistance to John Brown for his raid at Harper‟s
Ferry. Smith ran for president three times and was the only abolitionist to
hold a congressional office.

Samuel J. May
(1797-1871) was Unitarian minister. A
pacifist who acted as a general agent of
the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society
and sheltered slaves on the
Underground Railroad.

William Seward (1801-1872), governor of New York from 1838-1842. He was elected to the
U.S. Senate as a Whig party member in 1847. During the Civil War Lincoln made Seward his
Secretary of State, and asked him to help write the Emancipation Proclamation. Seward also
sheltered slaves on the Underground Railroad.

Lucretia Mott (1793-1880) was a
Quaker pacifist who was
committed to black emancipation
and women‟s rights. After slavery
was abolished in 1865, Mott
supported the rights of Black
Americans to vote.

Lydia Maria Child (1802-1880)
in 1833, wrote “An Appeal to
that Class of Americans Called
Africans,” an anti-slavery tract
in which she declared her
willingness to battle for
emancipation. She was the
editor of the National AntiSlavery Standard, the
American Anti-Slavery
Society‟s newspaper.

Sojourner Truth (1797-1883) was one
of the best known and respected black
women of the nineteenth century.
Born a slave in New York, she
escaped to New York City in 1827.
She was a tireless worker in the
abolition crusade and helped recruit
Black soldiers during the Civil War.

The women's rights movement grew out of the anti-slavery movement. In 1851
at a convention in Akron, Ohio, former slave, abolitionist, and women‟s rights
advocate Sojourner Truth gave a stirring speech titled "Ain't I a Woman?".

Quotes from her speech
"Well, children, where there is so much racket, there must be
something out of kilter, I think between the Negroes of the
South and the women of the North - all talking about rights the white men will be in a fix pretty soon…
"That little man in black( a minister) there! He says women
can't have as much rights as men. „Cause Christ wasn't a
woman. "Where did your Christ come from?", From God and a
Woman! Man had nothing to do with him!“
"If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn
the world upside down all alone, these women together ought
to be able to turn it back and get it right-side up again. And
now that they are asking to do it, the men better let them."

In 1840, the World Antislavery Convention was held in London. While
women were encouraged to take an active part in American antislavery
societies, they were not allowed to be delegates at the London
Convention. This so angered American delegates Elizabeth Cady Stanton
and Lucretia Mott that they decided to hold their own meeting to promote
women‟s rights. The meetings took place in 1848 in New York.

1840 World Antislavery
Convention in London

American abolitionists from the 1840s:
Lucretia Mott

Sarah and Angelina Grimke

Lucy Stone

Organizing to abolish:
-voting restrictions… but also fighting to abolish
-legal physical punishment by husband
-property restrictions
-gender specific roles and characterization
-public limitations
-slavery
-temperance
-traditional dress

Elizabeth
Cady Stanton

Susan B. Anthony

Lucretia Mott

Methods:
-avoided marriage (“spinsters”)
-lecturing, writing
-entering male fields
-going to college
-leading groups
-Women‟s Rights Convention
at Seneca Falls, New York

Elizabeth Blackwell
Amelia
Bloomer

Margaret Fuller

Rational Dress Movement
A protest against the
uncomfortable and constricting
women's clothes began in 1851
when Libby Miller developed
what became known as the
bloomer style.
Called “Bloomers” after The Lily
magazine editor Amelia Bloomer
promoted the new style.
Women were harassed and
bloomers disappeared until the
end of the 19th century.

Dresses from the 1840s and 50s

Lucretia Mott‟s
husband, James
40 men attended, including Mott, led the
Frederick Douglass
convention

The Declaration of Sentiments was based on the Declaration of Independence:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all
men and women are created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights…The history of mankind is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of
man toward woman, having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute tyranny over her.
…He has withheld from her rights which are
given to the most ignorant and degraded menboth natives and foreigners…RESOLVED, That it
is the duty of the women of this country to
secure to themselves their sacred right to the
elective franchise.”

In 1851 Susan B. Anthony and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton became
partners in the suffrage movement.
Although their efforts directly led to
passage of the 19th amendment,
neither lived to see it.

Brook Farm, MA
Robert Owen
New Harmony
1825

John
Humphrey
Noyes
Oneida
Community
1848-1878

Shakers
1774-1940

1. School reform… Common Schools and Normal Schools
-WHY… educated voters as investment for secure society
-HOW… lengthen school year, improve teachers, improve curriculum

Horace Mann
(1796-1859)
Advocate for Public
School Reform

Noah Webster
(1758-1843)

William H. McGuffey
(1800-1873)

Developed textbooks teaching
Develops lessons and helps
grammar as well
standardize the American language
as patriotism,
morality, and idealism

Many small, religious
schools established in
this time period, mainly
in west and south… with
limited academia.

State supported
universities

Emma Willard established
Troy Female Seminary, 1821

Mary Lyon established
Mount Holyoke Female
Seminary, 1837

Oberlin College
African Americans
Accepted in 1835
Co-Ed in 1837

University of
Virginia

Lyceum Movement
-travelling lecturers
Libraries Expanded
New Magazines and Publications

Ralph Waldo Emerson
Travelled with a Lyceum
Group giving lectures
(best known for poetry
leading
Transcendentalist
Movement)

Benjamin Silliman
Chemist, geologist
Yale Professor

John J. Audubon
painter
Birds of America

Louis Agassiz
Biologist,
paleontologist,
glaciologist
Harvard Professor

Asa Gray
Botonist
Harvard Professor

1793: smallpox and yellow fever epidemic killed thousands

Bring Out Your Dead
Lack of knowledge about germs and medicine.

1840-life expectancy was 40 for whites, 30 for blacks

Robertson‟s Infallible Worm Destroying Lozenges
Sylvester graham whole-wheat bread and cracker diet
Dead toads on tumors

Improvements: ether and laughing gas replaced whiskey

