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Grant Number 1266

Project Title Teen Readers Power of Choice

Please select the MAIN curriculum
area your grant addresses.

English/Language Arts

No

Yes

Does your grant have a technology
component? (Will you have

technology equipment, software, etc.
in your budget?)

Primary Contact Information

First Name Angelyn

Email angelyn.pham@allenisd.org

Confirm Email angelyn.pham@allenisd.org

Last Name Pham

Phone Number 972-302-3480

Campus Lowery Freshman Center

Main Subject English/LA - Secondary

Grade(s) 9

I have co-applicants.

Social Media

Please provide your work-related social media contact information.

Facebook

Twitter

Other (please specify)

Grant Number 1266

Campus/Student Information

Your campus: Lowery Freshman Center

No

Yes

Will other campus' be
involved/impacted by this grant?

Your grade(s): 9

No

Yes

Will other grades be
involved/impacted?

Project Purpose

What is the problem, need or opportunity that this grant will address? Describe the impact of this project on your students.
(500 words or less.)
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Unfortunately, many teenagers have lost their love of reading due to exhaustive, in-class analysis on literature that they are
uninterested in. Most teens "fill their time with friends, music, jobs, sports, and technology, and too many no longer see how books
are worth their time" (Gallagher and Kittle). As educators, we understand the value and the benefits of reading for pleasure. If students
are to become better readers, writers, thinkers, and communicators, they need to be reading, all of the time. 

Last summer, I participated in a PD book study for 180 Days by Gallagher and Kittle. I was completely inspired by what these two
teachers had to share about how they ignited that love for reading within their students again--through book clubs on high interest,
young adult novels. This school year, I have attempted to start book clubs in my classes, and the response has been overwhelmingly
positive. So many of my students had told me during the first week of school that they hated reading. A month later into Book Clubs,
a lot of those same students admitted that they've been reading more now than they ever had before. It's because they are studying a
novel with a small group of their peers, they get to share their opinions and experiences in an open, low-pressure environment, and
they even gain new friends by getting out of their comfort zones. 

At the end of their first Book Club, they asked me to let them conduct a second one! They were so proud of themselves for sticking it
through and actually finishing a book from beginning to end. They were eager to keep up the momentum. Unfortunately, I had only
one class set of one title that was provided with the English I curriculum. In order to conduct our second Book Club, my students had
to purchase their own books or check the school and local libraries. For some students who couldn't find their book in the library, they
came to me and said that they were unable to afford their own copy. I went ahead and bought them the book to be added to my own
classroom library later. I hope that with this grant, I could provide high interest, young adult novels for students in my classes to be
able to participate in more Book Clubs in the future.

Project Description

How will the project or program be implemented? Describe activities and tasks. 
Who is the target population and in what ways will they benefit? (500 words or less.)

With the grant, I will purchase several high interest, young adult titles to be used for Book Clubs--at least 10 different titles, about 8-10
copies of each. By doing this, students will be reading books that they actually want to read and they will also be given more choice.
Student choice is such a huge factor in getting students to read. With these different titles, students will engage with a community of
readers in book clubs, during class time. Not only will they choose their book, they will also decide with their club members the
assigned page numbers, meeting dates, and topics for discussion. In doing so, students will be taking ownership of their reading
journey within their Book Clubs.

Project Summary
Provide a brief summary for use on the Foundation's website and social media. (2-3 brief sentences)

Unfortunately, many teenagers have lost their love of reading due to exhaustive, in-class analysis on literature that they are
uninterested in. I want to ignite their love for reading again by giving them choice in what they read, by providing for them several
high interest, young adult titles to choose from, and giving them opportunities in class to engage with a community of readers in
book clubs. Within these book clubs, students will consider new ways of thinking and explore the perspectives of others. In the words
of my own students, "Reading a book by yourself is a different experience than reading with a group."

Allen ISD Goals/ TEKS

Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project support? Provide only two or three examples.

Allen ISD goals supported: "Integrate effective communication...and develop interpersonal skills throughout the learning
environment." Also, "We will foster sustainable opportunities for every person to become a responsible and engaged citizen."

TEKS: "Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about the structure and elements of fiction and provide evidence
from text to support their understanding...Students are expected to synthesize and make logical connections between ideas and
details in several texts selected to reflect a range of viewpoints on the same topic and support those findings with textual evidence."

Measurement

What specific measurements will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of the project? (500 words or less)

Student engagement in Book Club discussions as well as evidence of reading through completion of Thought Logs (a writing response
to what they are reading; an idea from Gallagher and Kittle's book). Student reading survey will also be given at the beginning and the
end of the school year.

Teaching Methods

What teaching methods will be used to implement this project? (500 words or less.)

Teacher will model a lot of the skills and give students opportunities to practice before formally participating in their own clubs. Skills
that will be modeled: reading independently for longer periods of time; how to create open-ended, discussion questions; how to
participate in an open discussion with peers in a positive and respectful way; how to write a Thought Log in response to the reading.
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Timeline

What is the project timeline and the date of implementation?

I hope to conduct at least 3 book clubs throughout the school year. Date of implementation: as soon as the second week of school.

Curriculum/System Support

Explain how this idea or project enhances/supports Allen ISD curriculum or existing systems.

The English I department at Lowery is already providing independent reading time in the classroom. We explain the purpose and the
benefits to our students. However, providing opportunities of extended time during class to engage with their peers and simply
discuss what they are thinking is a fairly new. Only 2 or 3 of us teachers are doing this. The few of us who are encouraging book clubs
in the classroom are seeing great benefits.

Budget Details ** All awarded funds will be available by September of the next school year.

Budget Item Item Type
Unit
Cost Quantity

Total
Cost

Several different high interest, young adult titles (8-10 copies of each) Instructional
Supplies or
Resources

10.0 100 1000.0

BUDGET TOTAL 1,000

Are there any additional funds available for this grant? Campus or District Funds? PTA funds? Let us know if you have or will be
seeking funds from other sources to help with this project.

No

Yes

Additional funds?

Principal Approval Required

Please provide the Name and Email of your PRINCIPAL. (Not your name)
First Name Last Name Email Address(Completed)

Jill Stafford jill.stafford@allenisd.org

Applicant Signature

By entering my name below I signify that I understand that if I move within the District and have written the grant myself, I may take
the grant with me to my school (as long as it is appropriate for my classes). If I have written the grant as part of a team, I will leave the

grant behind with the team. If I leave AISD, I will leave the grant with the school for which I wrote the grant. As a condition of this
grant, I will complete an evaluation form provided by the Foundation.

Signature Angelyn Pham

Date 02/01/2019

I certify that this would be a good use of funds for our school and this grant supports the district goals and/or our campus
improvement plans. **Do NOT include any identifiers, such as: campus name, your name, teachers name or mascot **

No actions possible.

Comments

Great

State Change History

State Change angelyn.pham@allenisd.org
02/01/2019 15:58:47

Submitted

State Change ******
02/01/2019 16:55:17

Accepted

Grant Status

Yes

No

Grant Awarded



6/24/2019 FFAS Scholarships

https://ffas.eformsolutions.com/ffas/grants?p=print&form=106&target=2253&doc=1266 4/4

Award Amount 1000


