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Grant Number 1221

Project Title Author Enhanced Experience

Please select the MAIN curriculum
area your grant addresses.

English/Language Arts

No

Yes

Does your grant have a technology
component? (Will you have

technology equipment, software, etc.
in your budget?)

Primary Contact Information

First Name Victoria

Email Victoria.Tong@allenisd.org

Confirm Email Victoria.Tong@allenisd.org

Last Name Tong

Phone Number 469-230-5449

Campus Lowery Freshman Center

Main Subject English/LA - Secondary

Grade(s) 9

I have co-applicants.

Social Media

Please provide your work-related social media contact information.

Facebook

Twitter @TheToriTong

Other (please specify)

Grant Number 1221

Campus/Student Information

Your campus: Lowery Freshman Center

No

Yes

Will other campus' be
involved/impacted by this grant?

Your grade(s): 9

No

Yes

Will other grades be
involved/impacted?

Project Purpose

What is the problem, need or opportunity that this grant will address? Describe the impact of this project on your students.
(500 words or less.)
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It is apparent that students struggle with reading and writing poetry. During the unit of study, the students feel like they can't relate to
the symbolic topics and abstract thinking. The ELA dept has tried everything from famous people writing poetry to musical song lyrics
that students hear and listen to everyday. The impact of having an author visit to discuss the process of poetry writing and poetry
reading could ignite that desire to overcome the fear that the students have towards poetry. The author that I would like to invite to
have an experience with us is Elizabeth Acevedo.

Project Description

How will the project or program be implemented? Describe activities and tasks. 
Who is the target population and in what ways will they benefit? (500 words or less.)

Leading up to the author experience, students would be exposed to Elizabeth Acevedo's biography and her novel written in verse, The
Poet X. Since the ELA team is big on 180 days "book clubs", an innovative way to learn while holding each other accountable, this
book would fit easily into the rotation. Knowing author's purpose behind the author by listening to her story and upbringing and
reading interviews that she has done with publications will give the students a wealthy knowledge base before the author visit, or
author Skype. The students will not only be exposed to her poetry, but other poets as well and get the opportunity to write some of
their own. The author experience will just add a bit of personalized learning to the curriculum.

Project Summary
Provide a brief summary for use on the Foundation's website and social media. (2-3 brief sentences)

Social media is a big aspect of learning in the district. Not only can you get some ideas of learning using a personal learning network,
but you could also see real life experiences in the classroom. Since I am pretty good about keeping up with my Twitter account when it
comes to teacher and student shout outs, it can be helpful for the Foundation to show that we are using the grant for good and
connecting with an audience wider than Allen ISD. Connecting globally is here and now, and the author experience would provide
another level of social media networking.

Allen ISD Goals/ TEKS

Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project support? Provide only two or three examples.

1) Real World Application- the author experience has an element of real world application for the student's because they are getting
to discuss things such as writer's block, the writing process, how to publish a book, and author's intended purpose. 
2) Writing Process- the students will get to experience the writing process from a published author. This is an element that not many
teachers can say they have done, unless they have been published. 
3) Texas Literacy Initiative- This supports the states push for literacy. Since Elizabeth Acevedo has won many awards for the book The
Poet X, she has much influence on a young audience. This could turn some of our students into lifelong readers, if they had the
contact with the actual author.

Measurement

What specific measurements will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of the project? (500 words or less)

Student reflection. Using formats such as written response or Flipgrid, students can respond to the author experience. There is also the
element of before the author experience and after the author experience. In order to see improvement on poetry writing, the students
will have had to write something before they get to interact with the author/poet. Educators that are using the writing workshop
method could have writing conversations with their students to discuss writing poetry and to get an understanding of why poetry is
difficult (or easy) to write.

Teaching Methods

What teaching methods will be used to implement this project? (500 words or less.)

The educators are doing a reader's and writer's workshop model for this unit. The way the class is run is that it is student-centered.
Mini lessons are given at various times to support the learning. How this works is that everyday, the students are exposed to different
types of poetry and analysis and are invited to try out the poetry format by writing their own. This is done daily so that students can
chose to write the model poem format or work on free verse poetry. The book clubs work alongside this where the students are
reading the material at home and having group discussion during class. Students are also given a set reading time when class meets
so that they can read their sustained silent read novel.

Timeline

What is the project timeline and the date of implementation?

The timeline for this project is the month of January and a few weeks in February. The author experience would take place in the
middle of this time period to allow time for reflection, processing information, and writing.
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Curriculum/System Support

Explain how this idea or project enhances/supports Allen ISD curriculum or existing systems.

Goals and Objectives: 
to develop the skills knowledge to analyze and craft poetry 
to analyze the function and effects of figurative language 
to write original poems that reflect personal voice, style, and an understanding of poetic elements 
to write a style analysis paragraph 
to present an oral interpretation of a poem

Budget Details ** All awarded funds will be available by September of the next school year.

Budget Item
Item
Type

Unit
Cost Quantity

Total
Cost

Author Experience via Skype Session- Elizabeth Acevedo (30 minutes for $350) Other
Expenses

350.0 1 350.0

BUDGET TOTAL 350

Are there any additional funds available for this grant? Campus or District Funds? PTA funds? Let us know if you have or will be
seeking funds from other sources to help with this project.

No

Yes

Additional funds?

Please Explain

I could possibly write a grant to PTA for funding or I could possibly ask the librarian to write this into her budget for next year.

Principal Approval Required

Please provide the Name and Email of your PRINCIPAL. (Not your name)
First Name Last Name Email Address(Not Notified)

Jill Stafford jill.stafford@allenisd.org

Applicant Signature

By entering my name below I signify that I understand that if I move within the District and have written the grant myself, I may take
the grant with me to my school (as long as it is appropriate for my classes). If I have written the grant as part of a team, I will leave the

grant behind with the team. If I leave AISD, I will leave the grant with the school for which I wrote the grant. As a condition of this
grant, I will complete an evaluation form provided by the Foundation.

Signature Victoria R. Tong

Date 01/31/2019

I certify that this would be a good use of funds for our school and this grant supports the district goals and/or our campus
improvement plans. **Do NOT include any identifiers, such as: campus name, your name, teachers name or mascot **

No actions possible.

Comments

State Change History

State Change Victoria.Tong@allenisd.org
01/31/2019 13:13:08

Submitted

State Change ******
02/15/2019 15:37:29

Accepted

Grant Status
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Yes

No

Grant Awarded

Award Amount 350


