
 

 

 

Allen ISD’s 
Legislative Priorities 

87th Legislative Session 

The following items have been identified as immediate priorities for the 87th Texas Legislative 
Session by the Allen ISD Board of Trustees and administration. 

Immediate Priority #1: Repeal of Legislation 

Bond Referendum Repeal of Legislation 
Repeal of SB 30 requiring school districts to submit separate bond propositions to voters for certain school 
purposes, enumerating six excepted purposes, each requiring separate special-purpose propositions, and 
HB 3 Section 45.003 requiring the mandatory ballot statement, “THIS IS A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE” as 
part of each separate proposition. 

Repeal of A-F Accountability Standards 
Suspend release of accountability standards this year to negate the impact of Covid-19 on STAAR test 
results to better reflect individual progress in learning, while revising the reporting methodology to better 
reflect overall district performance. 

Repeal the expiration of Formula Transition Grant funding after five years 
Texas Education Code, Section 48.277 (a) entitles a school district to a Foundation Transition Grant (“hold-
harmless”) equal to the lesser of 103% of the districts total maintenance and operations revenue per student 
in average daily attendance for the 2019-2020 school year that existed in “old law”; or 128% of the statewide 
average amount of maintenance and operations revenue per student in average daily attendance for the 
2019-2020 school year that existed under “old law.”  Section 48.277 (d) disallows the Formula Transition 
Grant beginning with the 2024-2025 school year. 

Immediate Priority #2: Accountability & A-F 
Modification of A-F System 
Advocate for the establishment of a comprehensive accountability system that looks beyond high-stakes, 
multiple-choice exams to meaningful assessments that have value for students, parents, and teachers, as 
well as flexible measures that local communities value. 

Unintended Consequences of Campus Rating 
Advocate for an accountability system that does not automatically lower a district’s overall or domain 
performance rating of “A” to a rating of “B” if the district has even one campus with an overall or domain 
performance rating of “D” or “F. 
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Immediate Priority #3: School Finance & Funding 
Maintain the integrity of HB3 
The basic allotment, instructional allotments and tax compression rates should be maintained in order to 
preserve the intended effect of HB3 of reducing property taxes and equalizing the State’s share of funding 
for schools. 

Fund schools based on enrollment, not average daily attendance (ADA) 
Funding has historically been based on average daily attendance (ADA) in order to provide an incentive 
for students to attend school. However, educators have proven over the last year that they do not need 
an incentive to do what is best for students. Schools should not be penalized for proactively encouraging 
students who may be sick to stay home. Enrollment, not ADA is a much better indicator of true educational 
cost. 

Discuss with legislators and other stakeholders the importance of maintaining a 
healthy fund balance 
School districts need for fund balance can vary depending on anticipated costs, cash flow needs and risk 
tolerance. Two factors that can impact cash flow needs are fiscal year start dates and relative reliance on 
local property taxes. A commonly referenced rule of thumb for maintaining a healthy fund balance is three 
months of operating expenditures. This rule of thumb is included by TEA in the Financial Integrity Ratings 
System of Texas (FIRST).  

Prioritize the use of funds from the Texas Economic Stabilization Fund (Rainy Day 
Fund) 
This will limit the devastating economic effects to public education from current funding shortfalls. 

Limit the expansion of charter schools 
Public tax dollars for education should only fund public- and publicly accountable- schools. Efforts to 
expand choice in education with public dollars should come within public schools that are held accountable 
for their performance and are transparent in their use of taxpayer dollars. 

Provide full funding and expand opportunities for virtual education 
Allow school districts the flexibility to appropriately serve all of its students. The State should apply uniform 
guidelines equally to virtual charter and virtual education programs within traditional public schools. 

Eliminate the spending requirements on state mandated funds 
Allow the school districts the flexibility to maximize their foundation school program (FSP) allotment. 
School districts should be given the discretion with spending to ensure that the needs of students, staff 
and communities are being met. 
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The following items have been identified as COVID-19 related and long-term priorities for the 87th 
Texas Legislative Session by the Allen ISD Board of Trustees and administration. 

COVID-19 Related Priorities 
Federal Surplus Funds 
• Direct any additional federal financial aid to be directly disbursed to school districts for costs incurred in 

response to the Coronavirus Pandemic and prohibit its use to supplant state budget obligations 

Funding for Covid-19 Expense 
• Advocate for funding to offset unanticipated COVID-19 expenses 

Long-Term Priorities 
District Governance and Funding 
• Maintain the right of school districts to interact with legislators in the ways deemed most effective by 

local communities. 
• Provide more affordable health insurance options for school district employees that aligns with benefits 

in the Texas ERS health insurance provided for employees of state agencies and higher education 
institutions 

• Advocate for local discretion with spending to ensure that the needs of our students, staff and 
communities are met. 

• Advocate for funding full-day pre-K programs through the Foundation School Program for all students. 
• Advocate for funding for Early Childhood Special Education Programs through the Foundation School 

Program for all students 
• Advocate for increased funding for the TIMA to ensure districts can provide adequate technology and 

instructional materials to meet higher standards for students. Oppose any carveouts from TIMA that 
decrease the amount of funds to school districts. 

• Advocate for the increase in dyslexia program funding from 1.1 to 1.2 weighted funding. 

District Governance & Local Control 
• Maintain the right of school districts to interact with legislators in the ways deemed most effective by 

local communities. 
• Oppose any effort to divert local property tax revenues that taxpayers are told will be used to support 

local public schools to non-public education purposes. 
• Oppose legislation that would erode flexibility for the Districts of Innovation. 

Special Education 
• Provide resources necessary to ensure special education programs incorporate innovations in learning 

and appropriate safety measures in all special education classroom settings. 
• Revise the Special Education funding formula to focus on student needs rather than the amount of 

time spent in a particular classroom setting by funding programs based on services provided in order to 
ensure provision of a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE). 

• Require educator preparation programs and alternative certification programs to include instruction in 
the area of behavior management techniques, including positive behavior management supports. 
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Long-Term Priorities, Continued 
Safe & Healthy Schools 
• Support the Texas Legislature working with public school districts and their locally-elected Trustees to 

identify, fund and implement measures – including increased support for counseling services, mental 
health programs and sufficient staffing to fulfill those services – that increase student and staff safety 
on campus and recognize the unique characteristics of each district 

• Advocate for increased funding of the School Safety Allotment and local flexibility to ensure districts 
can adequately meet student and staff safety needs 

• Prioritize the mental and physical health of all students, with emphasis on those who may have been 
affected by Covid-19 restrictions and learning situations, by providing a new allotment for counselors, 
nurses, and other essential staff to better address individual issues, including crisis situations 

Accountability 
• Support ongoing efforts to ensure a uniform and effective accountability system that measures student 

academic growth over time and promoted college and career readiness 

Employees 
• Continue the current defined benefit program for Teacher Retirement System of Texas (TRS), as this is 

an invaluable recruiting and retention tool for maintaining quality educators in our classrooms. 
• Increase state funding to offset the rising health care costs associated with TRS-ActiveCare and TRS-

Care. Alternatively, Allen ISD supports allowing TRS eligible participants to obtain health insurance 
through the Employees Retirement System of Texas (ERS).  

The legislative priorities align with Allen ISD’s three district goals: 
Culture of Excellence 
Allen ISD will cultivate a culture of excellence. We will maintain high expectations and 
leverage our collective impact to ensure achievement of outcomes on behalf of students. 
We will honor our history and look to the future as we strengthen our culture by telling our 
story and celebrating what we value. 

Future Ready Skills 
Allen ISD will prepare students to be future ready for success in citizenship and college, 
career, or the military. Students will experience challenging, creative, and collaborative 
learning opportunities. Technology will add value to the learning process by enhancing 
individualization and deepening learning. 

Empowered Learning 
Allen ISD will empower students as learners and focus on individual growth. Learning in 
Allen ISD will be personalized and empower student ownership. We will support each 
student, as a whole child, in achieving personal and academic growth. 
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