
• Let your child know that you value
mathematics and that you believe that
he or she can succeed.

• Encourage your child to count objects
in the home or in books.

• Locate numbers in everyday places
(addresses, phone numbers, prices).

• Encourage your child to compare
quantities of objects in terms of more
than, less than, or the same.

• Talk with your child’s teacher about the
mathematics curriculum and ask for a
time when you can visit to observe
curriculum in action.

• Provide a variety of counting objects
(beans, lids, buttons) and building
objects (Legos, blocks, popsicle
sticks.)

• Help you child use a calculator and a
100 chart.

Students Learn to ...

Number, Operation, and Quantitative Reasoning
• Compare and order numbers up to 99.
• Create sets of tens and ones using concrete objects.
• Describe values of coins and their relationships.
• Read and write numbers to 99.
• Separate a whole into parts and describe the parts of a set.
• Describe the parts of a set of objects.
• Model and write addition and subtraction sentences.
• Learn and apply addition facts.

Patterns, Relationships, and Algebraic Thinking
• Find patterns such as even and odd.
• Use place value to compare and order whole numbers.
• Identify ‘facts’ families for addition and subtraction.
• Identify, describe, and extend patterns to solve problems.
• Skip count by twos, fives, and tens.

Geometry & Spatial Reasoning
• Sort objects by attributes using informal language.
• Identify shapes and solids.
• Combine shapes to make a new shape.

Measurement
• Estimate and measure using nonstandard units.
• Relate the unit to the size of the object.
• Recognize reasonable temperatures.
• Describe time on a clock (hours, half-hours).
• Order events by the length of time.

Probability & Statistics
• Collect and sort data.
• Construct graphs (real, picture, and bar).

• Draw conclusions from graphs.
• Identify events as certain or impossible.

Problem Solving
• Identify mathematics in everyday situations.
• Use a problem-solving model, with guidance as needed.
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First Grade Mathematics Activities
• To help your child with numbers, give your child a set of objects (up to

100 or more). Have your child group the objects into groups of 10 to
make it easier to count. Examine other ways to group the objects and
count them, such as by fives or twos. Use a 100 chart to skip count by
tens, fives, and twos.

• To help your child with patterns, look for patterns around the house.
Use words, sounds, colors, numbers, and letters to make patterns. Start
a pattern and ask your child to make the pattern longer.

• To help your child with geometry, ask your child to identify, describe,
and compare shapes (such as circles, squares, triangles, and rectangles)
and solid figures (such as cones, spheres, cylinders, and pyramids) in
the environment.

• To help your child with measurement, use items that are all approxi-
mately the same, such as toothpicks or lima beans, to measure house-
hold objects such as books or boxes. Have your child line up the
measurement items so that they touch end to end. When your child
tells about the length, ask for the measurement unit (example: The
book is about six toothpicks long.).

Resources
Books
• Helping Your Child Learn Math by P. Kanter
• Family Math for Young Children by G. D. Coates & J.K. Stenmark

Online Resources
• http://www.aaamath.com/
• http://www.kidscarnival.com/numbers.htm

First Grade Mathematics

Questions to Ask Your Child
• “How many things are there? If you got two more, how many would

you have then?  If you took away one, how many would you have
then?”

• “Can you tell what is happening in this pattern?
• “How do you know which number comes next?”
• “Can you count by tens starting at 50?”
• “Can you count by fives starting at 35?”
• “What name would you give this pattern?”  (clap, snap, clap)
• “Could you describe this pattern with letters?” (A B A)
• “Can you make this pattern longer?”  (A B A   A B A   A B A)
• “How many sides does this shape have?”
• “How many angles does this shape have?”
• “What shape is this face?” (such as a rectangle face on a box).
• “Is it the same number of toothpicks if you measure across the book?”
• “Would we need more or less if we used red beans to measure?”
• “If this shoe is 7 toothpicks long, how long do you predict that other

shoe will be?”

Other Suggestions
• Develop mental math by playing number games in the car or while

waiting in line. “What is an even number greater than 14?” “Which
odd number is less than 23 and greater than 19?” “If you had 13, how
many more would you need to have 16?”

• Have your child sort sets of objects (keys, beans, buttons, shells) and
tell how he/she sorted them. Then, you sort the objects in a new way
and ask your child to determine how you sorted them (by color, size,
shape, type of material, thickness, texture).
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