
• Let your child know that you value
math and believe she/he can succeed.

• Encourage your child to look for
shapes and patterns in books and
magazines.

• Use shopping and buying occasions as
an opportunity to count the value of
coins. How much is needed? How
much change will you receive?

• Talk with your child’s teacher about
the mathematics curriculum and ask
for a time when you can visit to
observe curriculum in action.

• Encourage your child to solve
problems in more than one way using
pictures, numbers, and words.

Students Learn to ...
Number, Operation, Quantitative Reasoning
• Use number models to represent, compare and order whole numbers.
• Read and write numbers up to 999.
• Name fractional parts of a whole or a set of objects.
• Recall and apply basic addition facts with sums to 18.
• Add and subtract with two-digit numbers.
• Determine the value of a collection of coins.
• Represent multiplication and division with pictures and models.

Patterns, Relationships, Algebraic Thinking
• Find patterns in the 100s chart.
• Use place value to compare and order numbers.
• Use patterns to remember addition facts.
• Solve subtraction problems using fact families.
• Generate ordered pairs from a real-life situation.
• Identify and extend a list of ordered pairs.
• Solve problems using patterns.

Geometry & Spatial Reasoning
• Identify attributes of shapes and solids.
• Compare shapes and solids using attributes.
• Cut geometric shapes apart and identify the shapes made.
• Locate and name whole numbers on a number line.

Measurement
• Identify models for standard units of length, capacity, and weight.
• Measure using standard units.
• Describe length of an activity.
• Read a thermometer to gather data.
• Describe time on a clock (hours, minutes).

Probability & Statistics
• Construct picture and bar graphs.

• Draw conclusions and answer questions from graphs.
• Describe an event as more likely or less likely.

Problem Solving
• Identify the mathematics in everyday situations.
• Use a problem-solving model select or develop an appropriate problem-

solving strategy.
• Use tools such as real objects, manipulatives, and technology to solve

problems.
• Relate informal language to mathematical language and symbols.
• Reason/support their thinking using objects, words, pictures, numbers,

and technology.
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Second Grade Mathematics Activities
• To help your child with numbers, involve your child in mathematics by

having them count a collection of coins with a value up to $1.00.
Remove several coins and ask your child to determine the new value.

• To help your child with patterns, write four numbers with a value of
less than 100. Numbers do not have to be in order (73,  24,  91,  44).
Ask your child to put numbers in order from greatest to least and least
to greatest.

• To help your child with geometry, have your child count and describe
the faces on a cereal or cracker box. Then ask your child to describe
the faces by shape (naming the shape, identifying the number of sides
and angles). Search for geometric figures in everyday life.

• To help your child with measurement, look at an analog clock (with
hour and minute hands) to tell the time. Use five-minute intervals on
the clock to help identify minutes after if your child is having diffi-
culty. You can also involve your child in real life measuring experi-
ences such as cooking, keeping a record of height and weight, and
recording how much time was needed for an event (playing a game,
running a race, completing a puzzle).

• To help your child with probability and statistics, ask your child to flip
a coin 20 times and predict which side will turn up more. Make a table
to keep a record of the flips. After 20 times, make a new prediction and
flip 20 more times.

Resources
Books
• Helping Your Child Learn Math by P. Kanter
• Games for Math by P. Kaye

Online Resources
• http://www.aaamath.com/

• http://www.kidscarnival.com/numbers.htm

Questions to Ask Your Child
• “How are you counting the coins?”  “With which coins did you start?”
• “How much money would there be if I gave you one more dime?”
• “If you spent two quarters on ice cream, how much money would you

have?”
• “How do you know which number is the greatest (least)?”
• “How could you tell which number is greatest or least if all of the

numbers had the same number of tens?”
• “Can you tell me a number that comes in order in between each of these

numbers?”
• “Which faces are the same size and the same shape?”  (equivalent)
• “What other boxes have shapes like these?”
• “Which faces are bigger?”
• “What time is it now? How do you know? What time will it be in 15

minutes? What time was it 10 minutes ago? In one hour what time will
it be?”

• “How do we know how much (flour, water, sugar) to put in the bowl?
• “If this puzzle took us 20 minutes to complete, how long do you think it

will take for us to finish the other puzzle?”
• “Which side came up more often? Why do you think this is so?”
• “If we used two coins and flipped them, what could be up?  Try and

see.”

Other Suggestions
• Use an inexpensive clock to have your child practice telling time by

moving the hands to show time to five minute intervals (3:00, 5:30,
9:15, 4:10, 2:25).

• Estimate throughout the days (chips in a bag, leaves on the sidewalk,
cost of three items at the store).

• Work on mental math strategies. “What is the sum of 5 and 15?” “Sub-
tract 6 from 18.” “Add 9 and 7 and 5.” “Name the number that is 2 less
than 72.”

• Read graphs and charts in the newspaper.”
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