
• Let your child know that you value
mathematics and that you believe that
he or she can succeed.

• Encourage your child to count objects
in the home or in books.

• Ask your child to identify shapes and
patterns in the environment.

• Attend a Family Math Night at the
school.

• Encourage your child to compare
quantities of objects in terms of more
than, less than, or the same.

• Talk with your child’s teacher about
the math program used at school.

• Visit your child’s math classroom to
observe the curriculum in action.

Probability & Statistics
• Construct real and picture graphs.
• Use graphs to answer questions.

Problem Solving
• Identify mathematics in everyday situations.
• Use a problem-solving model, with guidance.
• Select or develop an appropriate problem-solving strategy.

Students Learn to ...

Number, Operation, Quantitative Reasoning
• Use words and numbers to describe relative sizes of objects.
• Describe position in a sequence of events.
• Name ordinal positions (first, second, etc.).
• Separate a whole into equal parts.
• Explain half of a whole.
• Model addition and subtraction.

Patterns, Relationships, Algebraic Thinking
• Identify, extend, and create patterns.
• Use patterns to predict what comes next.
• Count to 100 by ones.

Geometry & Spatial Reasoning
• Describe one object in relation to another using informal language.
• Place objects in a given position.
• Describe and identify objects.
• Compare and sort objects.
• Describe and compare solids.
• Recognize shapes.
• Describe, identify, and compare shapes.

Measurement
• Compare and order objects by length, capacity, and weight.
• Identify objects greater than, less than, or equal to a given object.
• Compare temperatures.
• Compare times.
• Sequence events.
• Read a calendar using days, weeks, and months.
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Kindergarten Mathematics Activities
• To help your child with numbers, count with your child frequently. Help

them notice numbers in the environment. Count a set of objects by
matching each object to a number. Count objects in pictures from
books and magazines. Teach your children your address and phone
number.

• To help your child with patterns, make a sound pattern (such as snap,
snap, clap) and ask your child to copy and extend the pattern by mak-
ing it longer (snap, snap, clap - snap, snap, clap - snap, snap, clap).

• To help your child with patterns, use colors, shapes, and objects to
make visual patterns.

• To help your child with geometry, have your child identify the shapes of
objects around the home. Cut out basic shapes, such as circles, squares,
triangles, and rectangles. Ask your child to combine the shapes to
make pictures of everyday objects like a house or a truck.

• To help your child with measurement, ask your child to use a shoe to
measure the length of a table, rug, or the room.

Resources
Books
• Helping Your Child Learn Math by P. Kanter
• Games for Math by P. Kaye
• Eeenie, Meenie, Miney Math by L. Allison and M. Weston

Online Resources
• http://www.aaamath.com/
• http://www.ctw.org/preschool/guide/
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/snapdragon/yesflash/menu.htm

Questions to Ask Your Child
• “How did you know which number came after ____?”

• “How did you know which number came before ____?”

• “Show me a set that has (a number) objects. Now show me a set with (a
number) objects. Which set has less? Which set has more?”

• “Can you tell me another name for this same pattern (snap, snap, clap)
that uses letters (A A B or  T T G) or numbers (1 1 2 or 7 7 4)?”

• “What would this pattern look like with colors?”  (blue blue red - blue
blue red)

• “What is the name of that shape? How many sides does it have?”

• “Where can you see that shape somewhere else?”

• “What shape do you get when you put these two shapes together?”

• “How many shoes long is it?  How do you know?”

• “What is something that is about the same length?”

• “What is something that is about the same size as the shoe?”

Other Suggestions
• Give your child three containers (bowls, bottles, cups, cartons) of

various sizes. Have your child fill each (with water, sand, or rice to
determine which container holds the least amount. Have your child
order the containers by size.

• When playing card and board games, ask your child to explain the
directions for playing in her/his own words.

• Gather a variety of everyday items (bottle tops, caps, coins, beans,
rocks, balls) and keep them in a box to allow your child to use them
for sorting and counting activities. Find an accessible place for the box
to stay so your child can use it when needed.
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