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Dear families,Dear families,

In this section of the airport accessibility website, you will In this section of the airport accessibility website, you will 
find Social Stories(TM) that I wrote for air travel.find Social Stories(TM) that I wrote for air travel.

A Social Story™ describes a situation, skill, or concept in A Social Story™ describes a situation, skill, or concept in 
terms of relevant social cues, perspectives, and common reterms of relevant social cues, perspectives, and common re--
sponses in a specifically defined style and format. The goal sponses in a specifically defined style and format. The goal 
of a Social Story™ is to share accurate social information in of a Social Story™ is to share accurate social information in 
a patient and reassuring manner that is easily understood a patient and reassuring manner that is easily understood 
by its audience. Half of all Social Stories™ developed should by its audience. Half of all Social Stories™ developed should 
affirm something that an individual does well. Although affirm something that an individual does well. Although 
the goal of a Story™ should never be to change the indithe goal of a Story™ should never be to change the indi--
vidual’s behavior, that individual’s improved understanding vidual’s behavior, that individual’s improved understanding 
of events and expectations may lead to more effective of events and expectations may lead to more effective 
responses.responses.

Although Social Stories™ were first developed for use with Although Social Stories™ were first developed for use with 
children with ASD, the approach has also been successful with children, adolescents, and adults children with ASD, the approach has also been successful with children, adolescents, and adults 
with ASD and other social and communication delays and differences, as well as individuals with ASD and other social and communication delays and differences, as well as individuals 
developing normally. developing normally. 

These Stories are accompanied by photographs taken at Philadelphia International Airport by Rick These Stories are accompanied by photographs taken at Philadelphia International Airport by Rick 
McMullin with the support of Katrina Banks, the TSA stakeholder.McMullin with the support of Katrina Banks, the TSA stakeholder.

For younger or more severely challenged audiences, these practice Stories may be easily shortened For younger or more severely challenged audiences, these practice Stories may be easily shortened 
by retaining the entire first and last paragraph, and the first sentence of each intermediate paragraph. by retaining the entire first and last paragraph, and the first sentence of each intermediate paragraph. 
Or the photos may be placed in a picture schedule, or on a ring. Or the photos may be placed in a picture schedule, or on a ring. 

I hope that these stories will help you have a wonderful flying experience.I hope that these stories will help you have a wonderful flying experience.

Sincerely,Sincerely,

Carol Gray, President, the Gray Center for Social Learning and Understanding, Carol Gray, President, the Gray Center for Social Learning and Understanding, 
Zeeland, Michigan, and Consultant to Students with Autism Spectrum DisordersZeeland, Michigan, and Consultant to Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders

Sincerely,Sincerely,
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STORY ONE: SOMETIMES PEOPLE PRACTICE ON A PLANE.

Key Concepts:

People practice many things.

We will practice checking in to the ride.

We will practice going through security.

We will practice waiting in the gate area.

We will practice getting on the plane.

We will practice putting our things away.

We may also try using the very little bathroom on a plane.

We will practice other things, too.

People practice many things.

STORY TWO: WAITING TO BOARD A PLANE.

Key Concepts:

Many people ride in airplanes.

People often wait at check in.

People often wait in the boarding area.

People often wait in the jet-way.

People often wait in the aisle of the plane.

People often may need to wait for the plane to go.

Soon, I will practice with an airplane with a few other people.

STORY THREE: GOING FROM THE PRACTICE PLANE TO HOME AGAIN.

Key Concepts:

My family and I are learning about riding in a plane. We will practice:

The last things we will practice are: 

Airplane practice is soon. My mom and dad have read these Stories.
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Sometimes people 
practice on a plane.

STORY ONE:
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People practice many things. They may have softball 

practice. They may practice drawing. They may prac-

tice speaking a foreign language. Practice is one way 

to learn.

My family and I are learning about riding in an airplane. 

On                                  , my family and I will have a 

chance to practice with an airplane. Because it is prac-

tice, the plane will stay at the gate. It will not move. 

That’s because we are practicing how to ride a plane.
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We will practice checking in to the ride. When  

people check in for a real flight, they get a boarding 

pass. At airplane practice, we will get a boarding pass.
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We will practice going through security. When  

people go through security, they try to listen and 

they try their very best to follow directions.
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We will practice waiting in the gate area. The gate 

area is where people wait to get in a plane.
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We will practice getting on the plane. Some people 

call this boarding a plane.
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We will practice putting our things away. This is 

also a part of boarding a plane.
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We may also try using the very little bathroom on a 

plane. Using a bathroom is often a part of riding on 

an airplane. Airplane bathrooms are safe.
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We will practice other things, too. That way, we 

will be more ready to ride an airplane from one 

place to another!
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People practice many things. People may practice 

with a piano, baseball and bat, pencil and paper,  

or other things. Sometimes, they practice with  

an airplane.
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Waiting to board 
a plane.

STORY TWO:
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Many people ride in airplanes. Before they ride, 

usually they have to wait now and then.
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People often wait at check in. Many people may 

need to check bags and get boarding passes.
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People often wait in the boarding area. They need 

to wait for the pilot and airline crew to get the 

plane ready for the passengers.
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People often wait in the jet-way. They need to wait 

for passengers on the plane to put their things away.
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People often wait in the aisle of the plane. They 

need to wait for other passengers to put their 

things away and sit down.



Airport Social Stories 20

People often may need to wait for the plane to 

go. They need to wait for the airline crew to make 

sure everything is ready for the flight.
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Soon, I will practice with an airplane with a few 

other people. With just a few people, we may not 

need to wait as long.

When people ride airplanes, they often have to wait.
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Going from the 
practice plane to 
home again.

STORY THREE:
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My family and I are learning about riding in a plane. 

We will practice:

• Checking in 

• Going through security 

• Waiting in the gate area 

• Boarding the plane 

• Listening to announcements and directions. 

• Hearing some of the sounds that an airplane makes 

• Sitting in a seat 

• We will also learn about the bathroom.
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The last things we will practice are:

• Gathering up our things. 

• Saying “thank you” to the crew as we leave. 

• Walking off the plane to the luggage carousel. 

• Getting our suitcases. 

• Going home.
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Airplane practice is soon. My family has read 

these Stories.

My family feels                                           about 

the airplane practice.

I feel                                           about the airplane 

practice.




